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Christ Church – Bray 
 

2nd April 2023 
        Palm Sunday 

                   Holy Communion 
 

The service begins at the entrance to the church 
 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you 
and also with you 
 

Blessed is the King who comes in the Name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heaven! 
Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 
O Lord, open our lips 
And our mouth will proclaim your praise! 
 
Prayer over Palms 
 
The Palm Gospel - Matthew 21: 1-11 
 
The Procession 
Let us go forth, praising Jesus our Messiah. 
 
Hymn 134 Make way, make way, for Christ the King in splendour arrives 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden; 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen 
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PENITENCE 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. 
 
And the second is like it. 
You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 
On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets. 
Lord, have mercy on us, and write these your laws in our hearts 

 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ, to save us from 
our sins, to intercede for us in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life. 
 
Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
 
The Confession 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned in thought and word and deed, 
and in what we have left undone. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may walk in newness of live to the glory of your name. Amen.  
 
The Absolution 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Collect for Palm Sunday  
Almighty and everlasting God, 
who, in your tender love towards the human race, 
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
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to take upon him our flesh 
and to suffer death upon the cross: 
Grant that we may follow the example 
of his patience and humility, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
The Lent Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
you hate nothing that you have made 
and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: 
Create and make in us new and contrite hearts 
that we, worthily lamenting our sins 
and acknowledging our wretchedness, 
may receive from you, the God of all mercy, 
perfect remission and forgiveness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 
Proclaiming and Receiving the Word 
 
FIRST READING: Philippians 2: 5-11 
This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 
Let the house of Israel say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” 
Let the house of Aaron say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” 
Let those who fear the LORD say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting. 
 
I was hard pressed and was falling, 
but the LORD helped me. 
My strength and my courage is the LORD, 
and he has been my saviour. 
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The joyful shout of victory 
in the tents of the just: 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting. 
 
The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone. 
By the LORD has this been done; 
it is wonderful in our eyes. 
This is the day the LORD has made; 
let us be glad and rejoice in it. 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting. 
 
The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
This is the Passion of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
THE SERMON 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
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he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven! 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these our prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
Once we were far off, 
but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been brought near through the 
shedding of Christ’s blood, 
for he is our peace. 

Ephesians 2.13,14 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
Hymn 217 All glory, laud, and honour to thee, Redeemer, King,  
 
CELEBRATING at the LORD’s TABLE 
 
Wise and gracious God, 
you spread a table before us: 
nourish your people with the word of life, 
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and the bread of heaven. Amen 
 
THE TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us 
Therefore let us celebrate the feast. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Father, Lord of all creation, 
we praise you for your goodness and your love. 
When we turned away you did not reject us. 
You came to meet us in your Son, 
welcomed us as your children 
and prepared a table where we might feast with you. 
 
In Christ you shared our life 
that we might live in him and he in us. 
He opened wide his arms upon the cross and, 
with love stronger than death, 
he made the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, our redeemer, 
on the night before you died 
you came to table with your friends. 
Taking bread, you gave thanks, broke it 
and gave it to them saying, 
Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
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Lord Jesus, we bless you: 
you are the bread of life. 
 
At the end of supper 
you took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
Lord Jesus, we bless you: 
you are the true vine. 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ: 
dying, you destroyed our death, 
rising, you restored our life; 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 
Holy Spirit, giver of life, 
come upon us now; 
may this bread and wine be to us 
the body and blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
As we eat and drink these holy gifts 
make us, who know our need of grace, 
one in Christ, our risen Lord. 
 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Blessed Trinity: 
with your whole Church throughout the world 
we offer you this sacrifice of thanks and praise 
and lift our voice to join the song of heaven, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Thanks be to you, our God, for your gift beyond words. 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
 
THE COMMUNION 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
To the glory of God the Father. 
 
During Communion … 
Broken For Me, Broken For You, 
The Body Of Jesus, Broken For You. 

Colin Lunt, Janet Lunt 

 
THE GREAT SILENCE 
 
Going Out as God’s People 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, 
and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: 
give us the mind to follow you 
and to proclaim you as Lord and King, 
to the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 
Faithful God, 
may we who share this banquet 
glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
our salvation, life and hope, 
who reigns as Lord now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
May the Father, 
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who so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
bring you by faith to his eternal life.  Amen. 
 
May Christ, 
who accepted the cup of sacrifice 
in obedience to the Father’s will, 
keep you steadfast as you walk with him the way of his cross.  Amen. 
 
May the Spirit, 
who strengthens us to suffer with Christ 
that we may share his glory, 
set your minds on life and peace.  Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
Hymn 238 Ride on, ride on in majesty,  

  hark, all the tribes ‘Hosanna’ cry!  
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 
Matthew 21: 1-11 
21When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, ‘Go into the village 
ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; 
untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say 
this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.*’ 4This took 
place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,  
5 ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
   humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
     and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’  

javascript:void(0);
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6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the 
donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very 
large crowd* spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from 
the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him 
and that followed were shouting, 
‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’  
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is 
this?’ 11The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee.’  
 
 
Philippians 2: 5-11 
5Let the same mind be in you that was* in Christ Jesus,  
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
   did not regard equality with God 
   as something to be exploited,  
7 but emptied himself, 
   taking the form of a slave, 
   being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form,  
8   he humbled himself 
   and became obedient to the point of death— 
   even death on a cross.  
 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
   and gave him the name 
   that is above every name,  
10 so that at the name of Jesus 
   every knee should bend, 
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
11 and every tongue should confess 
   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
   to the glory of God the Father.  
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The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Matthew 26:14 – 27:66 
 
Narrator: The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew. 
When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people 
took counsel against Jesus to put him to death: and when they had bound 
him, they led him away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor. 
Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, 
repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief 
priests and elders, saying,  
 
Reader: I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.  
Narrator: And they said,  
Congregation: What is that to us? See thou to that.  
Narrator: And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, 
and went and hanged himself. And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and 
said,  
Congregation: It is not lawful for to put them into the treasury, because it is 
the price of blood.  
 
Narrator: And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter's field, to 
bury strangers in. Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto this 
day. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, 
And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was valued, 
whom they of the children of Israel did value; and gave them for the potter's 
field, as the Lord appointed me. And Jesus stood before the governor: and the 
governor asked him, saying, 
 
Reader: Art thou the King of the Jews? 
Narrator: And Jesus said unto him, 
 
Jesus: Thou sayest 
 
Narrator: And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he 
answered nothing. Then said Pilate unto him, 
 
Reader: Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee?  
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Narrator: And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor 
marvelled greatly. Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto 
the people a prisoner, whom they would. And they had then a notable 
prisoner, called Barabbas: Therefore when they were gathered together, 
Pilate said unto them,  
 
Reader: Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is 
called Christ? 
Narrator: For he knew that for envy they had delivered him. When he was set 
down on the judgment-seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, 
Reader: Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many 
things this day in a dream because of him. 
Narrator: But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they 
should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus: The governor answered and said unto 
them,  
Reader: Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto you? 
Narrator: They said, 
Congregation: Barabbas 
Narrator:Pilate saith unto them, 
Reader: What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? 
Narrator:They all say unto him, 
Congregation: Let him be crucified. 
Narrator:And the governor said, 
Reader: Why, what evil hath he done? 
Narrator: But they cried out the more, saying, 
Congregation: Let him be crucified. 
 
Narrator: When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a 
tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, 
saying, 
 
Reader: I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it.  
Narrator: Then answered all the people, and said, 
Congregation: His blood be on us, and on our children. 
 
Narrator: Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged 



 

13 
 

Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took 
Jesus into the common hall, and gathered unto him the whole band of 
soldiers. And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. And when they 
had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his 
right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and , saying,  
 
Congregation:Hail, king of the Jews! 
 
Narrator: And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the 
head. And after that they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, 
and put his own raiment on him, and led him away to crucify him. And as they 
came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to 
bear his cross. And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is 
to say, a place of a skull, they gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and 
when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink. And they crucified him, and 
parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the prophet, They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture 
did they cast lots. And sitting down they watched him there; and set up over 
his head his accusation written, This Is Jesus The King Of The Jews. Then there 
were two thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, and another on 
the left. And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, and saying,  
 
Congregation: Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, 
save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross.  
 
Narrator: Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and 
elders, said, 
 
Congregation: He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the king of 
Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. He 
trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am 
the Son of God. 
 
Narrator: The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the same in his 
teeth. Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the 
ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice saying, 
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Jesus: Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?  
 
Narrator: that is to say, 
 
Jesus: My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 
 
Narrator: Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, said,  
 
Congregation: This man calleth for Elias.  
 
Narrator: And straightway one of them ran, and took a sponge, and filled it 
with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink. The rest said,  
 
Congregation: Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him. 
 
Narrator: Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the 
ghost. 
 
¶ All kneel. After a short pause, stand, then the passion continues,  
 
Narrator: And behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to 
the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; and the graves were 
opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, and came out of the 
graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto 
many. Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, 
saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, 
saying, Truly this was the Son of God.  
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Announcements 
 

There will be a meeting for prospective confirmation candidates after today’s service. 
 

Save the Date for the Fete! 
Saturday 27th May 

If you can help before, during or after, please contact the Parish Office. 
 

 Easter Vestry 
8pm Wednesday 19th April. PLC 

 
Card Machine 

If you don’t have cash for the collection, you can now tap to donate by credit card. The 
machine is on the round table at the at the back of the Church. 

 
Donations to the Storehouse 

Our Mothers’ Union continue to support The Storehouse in Crinken. Please do bring your 
contributions of dry goods which will then be delivered to The Storehouse. You can find 

more details of their work at https://crinken.com/storehouse/  
 

Prayer Requests 
 

Requests for individual prayers for A Prayer Tree are being sought. 
 

Such prayers may be a favourite prayer from perhaps childhood. They could 
be prayers handed down from grandparents and/or parents or other relation or friend. 

Perhaps it may be a prayer that you have yourself written in either joyful or difficult 
times. The list of possibilities is probably endless! 

 
Please type or handwrite each prayer on, if possible, coloured paper /card. 

Such prayers can be handed to the Churchwardens or dropped into the parish office. You 
may or may not wish to add your own name to same- Either is entirely appropriate. 

 
Looking forward to reading, such prayers which will hopefully and helpfully be of use to 

others 
 

Rev. Niall 
 

  

https://crinken.com/storehouse/
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Christ Church Bray 
Holy Week and Easter 2023 

 

 
 

Spy Wednesday 5th April  
8pm Evening Prayer 

 
Maundy Thursday 6thApril 

8pm Holy Communion/Tenebrae 
 

Good Friday 7th April 
10am Bray Churches Together Ecumenical Stations of the Cross to Bray Head  

 
2pm Vigil Service 

 
8pm Passion Service 

 
Easter Sunday 9th April 

6.30am Bray Churches Together Easter Sunrise Service  
 
 

11am Holy Communion for Easter Day 
 

Contacts 
The Parish Office is open Holy Week Monday – Thursday 9am – 1pm. Closed Easter Week.  

From Tuesday 18th April the Parish Office will be open on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons 
from 2-5pm and on Friday mornings from 9.30am-1.30pm. 

(Normal office hours resume from 10th May 2023) 
01 286 2968 or email christchurchbray@gmail.com   

As Baden is on extended sick leave, please contact David Reynolds in the event of a pastoral emergency 
087 918 7792 

christchurchbray.ie   facebook.com/christchurchbray  

mailto:christchurchbray@gmail.com
http://www.christchurchbray.ie/

