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CHRIST CHURCH – PARISH OF BRAY 

The Rectory, Church Road, Bray 

Rector:  Rev. Baden Stanley 

Baden is on indefinite sick leave 

 

Until Interim arrangements are clarified, please contact David 
Reynolds at 087918 7792 in emergencies. David can liaise with 

neighbouring clergy as required. 

 
Parish Office:   

 Tel / 01 2862968 
 

Office Hours - Monday - Thursday 9am—1pm  
 
 

e mail:  christchurchbray@gmail.com 
website www.christchurchbray.ie 

www.facebook.com/christchurchbray  
 

In Touch email: intouchbray@gmail.com  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
An update from Baden 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

On the 8 th of February I had the intense but fascinating experience of 

attending the Long Covid Clinic at the Beacon. Its initial phase is a series 

of tests to see what, if any, damage the Covid has caused to major or-

gans. It’s nice to be able to give you some positive news for a change. 

My chest was clear and the wonderful team testing me were really 

pleased, and surprised that my breathing capacity was much better 

than they had expected. One critical test had me at 116% of capacity 

(for those of you doing Leaving Cert maths, please ignore the anoma-

ly!). They are putting this down to the daily pool exercise which seems to 

have rectified any damage that might have been there. Those of you 

who have bumped into me recently will know that I still have laboured 

breathing, but this can be rectified by physiotherapy over the coming 

weeks. 

In the meantime, they have added an overnight sleep study which will 

take place later this month. This has become necessary as I average 

around 4-5 hours sleep a night, much of it light and broken. 

While it’s probably the restless legs and fibromyalgia discomfort from ly-

ing in one position, they want to be sure. This means that my meeting 

with the consultant has been pushed back to mid- March when we will 

hopefully get clarity on the tests on my heart (echocardiogram) and 

brain (MRI). 

(As one member of my family who shall remain nameless put it ‘At least 

they now have proof that you have a brain!!). 

Words cannot fully express my appreciation for your prayers and pa-

tience, both of which have proven much stronger and more sustained 

than my own. The adventure continues. I’ll keep you 

posted. 

Baden 
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Sympathy 

Our sympathy goes to Sally-Anne Fisher, Ed, Thady and Laoise on the 

recent passing of Sally-Anne’s father, Cedric. And to Derek Bradshaw 

on the death of his father Jim. Also to Pat, Kate, Clare, Lucy and Jamie 

on the passing of Terry O’Malley, former principal of Aravon School, who 

passed away recently in Arklow. 

We were saddened to hear of the passing of Ian Keegan and we send 

our love to Val, Claire,Andrew and John, Jack, Katy and Elaine. 

Throughout his long life Ian taught us how to see, how to do, and how to 

be as a teacher, as a wise friend, as a generous host, as a kind and 

diligent carer for so many. He was active in so many aspects of Parish 

life since childhood and had a font of local knowledge, insight and his-

tory. Above all we will miss his presence with us on Sundays as we wor-

ship in the church that he loved and served so faithfully. May he rest in 

peace and rise to glory. 

Our thoughts are also with the family of Olive Packham, wife of the late 

Canon Herbert Packham who died peacefully in her 97 th year in the 

loving care of the nurses at Kinvara House. 

Our thoughts are with George Wilkin and his family on the recent pass-

ing of his sister-in-law, Catherine Wilkin, and with Connie Wilkin on the 

passing of her sister, Evelyn. And to his wife, Clare, and to Justin, Tara, 

Ronan and Mark and families on the recent peaceful passing of Ste-

phen Kelly. 

Holy Baptism 

On 30 th January we celebrated the baptisms of Lydia Fitzgerald, 

daughter of Anna Hickey and Damian Fitzgerald, and Olive and Jona-

than Davis, children of Hannah Bowden and Jonathan Davis. 

 

Church Cleaning 

It’s exciting to be back in person in Church and 

great to meet with friends old and new each Sun-

day.  With this in mind the Church can do with a 

"Spring Clean” after all the months of closure. 

Wednesday, 2nd March at 7.30pm has been sug-

gested.  Plenty of helpers will mean just an hour will 

get the job done, some sweeping and dusting and 

a little hoovering will see us spick and span. 

Please make a note of the date and time and try 

to be there. 



 From the Pastoral Team ……… 

I’m sure we’re all appreciating being able to meet up and enjoy each 

other’s company in person. We have the freedom to attend Church 

and have coffee and a chat after service just like we used to. Great 

work was done during the restrictions keeping in touch and checking 

on each other. We continue to write to Parishioners, remembering birth-

days, sending get well messages where possible and sympathising with 

bereavements as well as visiting nursing home residents when possible – 

this will be expanded shortly as most restrictions are lifted. 

If you could give some time to join the team of visitors – training will be 

given - and letter writers, please contact Tracey in the Parish Office at 

01 2862968 and give your name. 

Thank you 

Nicola Gray - 0857562937 

Annual Register of Vestry Persons 

Every year we revise our register of Parishioners. If you are new to the 

Parish, or have reached the age of 18, you are entitled to become a 

registered member of the parish. (This entitles you to vote at the annual 

Easter Vestry meeting and is quite different from being a member of the 

Select Vestry!) To register, please fill out a registration form (available 

from the Church Wardens). The Easter Vestry is scheduled for Wednes-

day 4th May. 

 

Tidy Up 

 

There was a good turn out in January to 

tidy up our buildings, thanks again to all 

who helped 

Jim 

 

 

Parish Life Centre Bookings 
The PLC is available  again for day and evening bookings. Please con-

tact Tracey in the Parish Office at 01 286 2968 
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 Church of Ireland  

United Dioceses of Dublin & Glendalough  
Church of Ireland House  

Church Avenue  

Rathmines  

Dublin 6  

 

The Most Reverend Dr Michael Jackson  

Archbishop of Dublin and Bishop of Glendalough  
25th February 2022  

 

Dear friends 

Ash Wednesday is, and always has been, a watershed in the calendar 

of the Christian Church. There is nothing quite like it anywhere else in the 

church’s year. It is a defining moment, if ever there were one. For those 

of us who follow this way of life, it is the start of a very particular path of 

discipleship. In terms that are frequently used of a journey of importance 

and significance today, it can be described as a camino with Christ. For 

any of us, this can be a journey of discovery not least now that 

Restrictions are almost entirely lifted and we have a new type of 

freedom to move and to engage with one another in our society. And 

once again I want to express recognition and appreciation to everyone 

who has done and who continues to keep the wheels of our society 

turning. 

This has not been easy. This is not easy. And I would never want to give 

the impression that we have lapsed in our gratitude. The ashes used on 

Ash Wednesday are ground down from the palms that are waved on 

Palm Sunday in the previous year. There is an ecology of salvation as 

well as a theology. 

The Kingship of Christ and the Passion of Christ both form the raw 

materials of what we wear on our forehead on this day, either as a 

simple mark or in the sign of the cross. In a very particular and 

powerful way, we are identified in a phrase we hear from time to time, 

that is, as children of God –visibly for a day. 

It will be an identity and an identification that we carry within us during 

the next period of fortydays, long after the imposition of ash has been 

washed off with a splash of rain, a facecloth or in the shower. Why 

should we try to remember it and treasure it? I suggest because it can 

continue right throughout the lightening Season of Lent to be an 

inspiration and an invitation to try new things and to carry a new 

identity. Because Lent is imaginatively a period of wilderness wandering, 

it is not a time of perfection but of experimentation; it is a time of survival 

and of trying to do things carefully and positively, not a time of 
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of nothingness, otherwise we ourselves will not survive in the 

contemporary wilderness any morethan would anyone else in the 

ancient wilderness. It is a time of activity. Jeremiah draws a picture of 

a very arid type of wilderness in chapter 17 verse 6: ... He will live among 

the rocks in thewilderness, in a salt, uninhabited land... This we want to 

avoid as we move in and through the wilderness of Lent. 

For those of us who decide to give Lent a go, it is not so much a 

question of remembering or  forgetting what we have given up. It is 

more a question of a particular type of spiritual curiosity.  

We can follow this sort of curiosity in the hope of discovering what we  

had neither seen nor known before in ourselves, in others and in the 

environment to which we belong. And the challenge may now be that 

of accepting for a period of the year that life is in fact lived in a 

wilderness. This can lift us out of ourselves and give us a new empathy 

with the people for whom this is life as they know it and experience it in 

its entirety in today’s world and climate. 

So: Is Ash Wednesday a time to give up or to start up? Both, of course, 

can be argued cogently and rightly. Probably if we plan the second, 

the first will hold for a bit longer, however. Giving things up in a vacuum 

is a tough call and frequently very hard to sustain. Each of us can use 

and develop Lent as an opportunity to do both of these things in bite-

sizes that we can manage from day to day and bring with us into Holy 

Week and Easter as gifts to God that we have grown throughout the 

Season of Lent. 

The three key parts of Ash Wednesday are almsgiving, prayer and 

fasting. While given a particular focus in a Christian way of living, these 

three are common to all people of faith in precisely these terms. The 

challenge for all people of faith is that the key components of Ash 

Wednesday are shared across religions and still have their impact as 

motivations for change in all people of a societal conscience. The 

challenge and the opportunity are for us to help them to impact in our 

day and in a way that is consonant with what we read in St Matthew 6. 

There we are told to practise our piety, our principles and our actions, 

not in front of others, but in secret. Often we have heard of people who 

did not want to be seen, and indeed were not noticed by anyone, 

wrapping in a bus ticket or a piece of a newspaper a substantial 

donation to a charity and dropping it into a box or a bucket as people 

unknown to them collected on the street, more often than not around 

Christmas time. Nobody has any idea of the identity or the motivation of 

such a person. It is entirely private. It is the initiative of individual care 

and concern and gives a rather different slant to Lenten piety than the 

older picture of hurtful self-denial. 



How do we use these forty days in a modern time when there is every-

thing available 24/7 and when we know that the world never stops? 

How do we make a resolution for Lent have as much, or more, 

impact that a New Year Resolution? How do we avoid running into a 

wall of personal failure and concluding that this sort of thing simply is 

not for me after all and giving up? There is no one way of doing it but 

there are some connections that we can make. If you give something 

up, then please think of taking something else up. If you de-noise and 

spend less time on-screen, it will open your eyes and your ears to peo-

ple and things that otherwise simply will pass you by.  

Take yourself seriously and look after yourself better by establishing a 

pattern of self-care. Continue to look out for someone else on a daily 

basis. Pray your way around your neighbourhood and around the 

world. Experiment with things like this and in this sort of way build up 

your own pattern of everyday religion with which you can feel both sat-

isfied and happy. And remember that in the Collect for Ash 

Wednesday we are told fairly and squarely that God hates nothing that 

God has made – and that includes us: 

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have 

made and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and 

make in us new and contrite hearts that we, worthily lamenting our 

sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may receive of you, the 

God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

It is never too late to give something ancient a try!  

 

St Matthew 6.1: Jesus said to the crowds, ‘Beware of practising your pie-

ty before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no re-

ward from your Father in heaven. 

 

sincerely 

 

 

 

 

+Michael 
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Water Drops Project in Kenya 

Parishioners may be interested to know about 

the ‘Water Drops’ Project in Imaroro, about 50 

miles east of Kajiado Town in South East Kenya. 

A donation towards this project formed part of 

Christ Church Bray’s charitable donations in 

2021. WATER DROPS aims to 

provide CLEAN and SAFE water that will assist 

the formerly nomadic community with their 

adjustment into a settled lifestyle.  

 

WATER DROPS are drilling a borehole and 

constructing separate water distribution 

stations for both people and livestock. The 

borehole will be drilled and lined with steel 

casings, a solar pumping system installed and a water storage tank built 

where the water will be piped to the different distribution stations. 

 

This water will be controlled by a community 

elected Water Committee to ensure 

an equitable share across the whole 

community. People will need to pay a 

minimal amount for the use of it, however this 

will ensure a sum of money is always 

available for on-going maintenance.  This 

makes the borehole a sustainable water 

source for the community who will now have 

access to a CLEAN and SAFE water supply. 

 

Ronnie Briggs is currently in Kenya and we 

should have an update on 

the project for the next 

edition of In Touch. See 

below for pictures of the work 

currently in progress.  

 

For more information visit the 

Water Drops website https://

waterdrops.uk/our-projects/

current-projects/imaroro/ 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Albert Ian Keegan 
Born 15th March 1931, died 18th December 2021 

Ian grew up in the teacher’s 

house next door to St. 

Andrew’s National School, 

Florence Road, Bray. He 

remembered a large garden 

with several big trees to 

climb; a real oasis in the 

middle of the town and a 

wonderful place to live. 

He started in Junior Infants at 

St. Andrews in 1935 under Ella 

Hislop (later Mrs. Massey). At 

age twelve Ian went on to St. 

Andrew’s College in Clyde 

Road, successfully sitting his 

Leaving Certificate and 

Trinity Matric in 1949. He got 

his first job in The Royal Bank 

and hated it. 

Three months later a place in 

Trinity College Dublin became available and Ian left the bank. He took a 

degree course in Geography, graduating in 1953. He completed his H. 

Dip. Ed. while teaching in the High School, Harcourt Street. This led to his 

first full time post in September 1954 at the King’s Hospital in Blackhall 

Place, the same year I started there as a boarder.   

Ian enjoyed outdoor activities including tennis at Woodbrook and 

badminton in the Parochial Hall. He was a keen scout in 3rd Wicklow 

troop at Powerscourt and became their leader. In 1964 Ian went on  

holiday with his sister Olive and her family to Narin in Donegal. Here he 

was fortunate to meet his better half, Valerie Johnston. They married in 

Val’s home town Bangor, Co. Down in 1966 and bought a half-built 

house in Oldcourt Park Bray. Ian organised a fine completion of the 

house, a task few would have undertaken.                                      
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He was delighted to return to St. Andrew’s College in 1967 and helped 

organise the move of the school to Booterstown in 1972.  

The family then lived in a school owned house on Booterstown Avenue. 

Promotion to Vice Principal at St. Andrew’s followed. Ian and Val’s three 

children, Claire, Andrew and John had most of their education at St. 

Andrew’s.              

Claire was the first girl in the newly expanded co-ed school, looking 

good in the soccer team photograph.                                                                                          

Soon the family returned to Oldcourt Park so Ian and Val could be near 

and care for Ian’s elderly parents. All the while Ian had been involved 

with Bray Parish, for many years serving as Churchwarden and on the 

Select Vestry of a number of rectors. He spoke his mind at meetings and 

was much respected for his contributions. He took a very active part in 

various projects as Secretary of the Church Buildings Committee and 

was central in having repairs to  the organ carried through. Together 

with Val, he produced, edited and printed the parish magazine “In 

Touch“ for twelve years. 

At home during busy lives and later in retirement Ian and Val made 

gardens, front and back, with fine trees, shrubs, vegetables and lawns 

for their westie terriers to scamper on. They designed and added a 

sunroom, nearly all their own work and very professionally executed. Ian 

enjoyed his children and grandchildren and loved visiting them and 

having them back home to Bray.        

Ian had time each week to count the church collection. He tended a 

new rose garden around the Scott Memorial Celtic cross, created by 

him after a rose bush donation from the Cualann Historical Society in 

memory of rose loving early Bray curate Rev. Henry Dombrain.  

Ian became unique for his detailed memory of people and events over 

a long lifetime in Bray. He filled many an archival gap and loved doing 

so, participating and working, with Val,  on numerous memorial and 

celebratory events in Christ Church over the last twenty years.                                                              

Ian battled illness over the past five years but kept going and 

contributing all the while, without fuss, supported by Val, his family and 

close friends.              

Ian, you were part of our lives and we in Bray and further afield will miss 

you. Rest in peace good friend.  

 

Bruce Chandler                                                                                                               
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Terence O’Malley obituary: Irish educator who founded Afghan charity 

His eclectic professional life in Ireland provided good training for his 

charitable work 

Born: January 6th, 1942 

Died: December 6th, 2021 

Terence O’Malley, who has died aged 79, gave early notice of his life-

long ability to think outside the box, the principal characteristic of a 

remarkable life spent between Ireland, India and, most significantly, 

Afghanistan. 

As a teenage boarding pupil at Midleton College, in Co Cork, he 

decided that he wanted to be home in his native Monkstown, Co 

Dublin, and persuaded his parents to allow him to complete his post-

primary education at High School, Dublin, before reading natural 

science at Trinity College Dublin. 

In an eclectic professional life, he worked firstly on a tea plantation in 

Assam, northeast India, eventually running the farm of more than 2,000 

acres. The plantation was equipped with its own rudimentary hospital 

and school, and O’Malley became adept as a general maintenance 

man, including as a road builder. 

These skills were to come into great use 30 years later in Afghanistan 

where, starting in 1991, he became firstly a trustee and later chairman 

of the charity Support for Afghan Further Education (Safe), which saw 

him visiting the war-afflicted nation every year from 1992 until his final 

visit in 2015, when the then deteriorating security situation rendered his 

visits untenable. 

Before this even more remarkable phase of his life, however, O’Malley 

had made his mark in another typically distinctive way, as a teacher 

first, from 1969, and then as headmaster, of Aravon School near Bray, 

Co Wicklow. This followed his marriage in India to Patricia Daybell, a 

graduate in English from TCD, and a teacher herself. 
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At Aravon, and once in charge of the school’s first XI hockey and 

cricket teams, he raised eyebrows with his novel policy of selecting the 

best players to represent the school, whether or not they were boys or 

girls. A practice now widely acceptable among all kinds of sporting 

clubs today in Ireland, at least at underage level, in 1970s Ireland it was 

highly unusual. After becoming headmaster in 1977, he also widened 

the school’s curriculum with a stronger emphasis on science and music. 

Teaching style 

O’Malley’s teaching style and substance were fondly recalled this week 

by former parents of pupils he had taught, including RTÉ broadcaster 

Éamonn Lawlor, who wrote that “it was as though the idea of a 

‘problem child’ had never occurred to Terry. He saw children, not 

problems.” Another former pupil said that O’Malley “always 

encouraged me to have guts, use common sense and trust my 

instincts”, something O’Malley had certainly learned to do for himself in 

India. 

O’Malley continued teaching at Aravon until 1997, but after 1992 his 

energy was increasingly taken up with Afghanistan, a country he visited 

yearly until 2015. His visits were always accompanied by real and 

terrible dangers: in an interview with the Gorey Guardian newspaper in 

2011 (O’Malley and his wife, Patricia, had moved to Ballyfad, Co 

Wexford, after leaving Aravon in 1997) he remarked that when he first 

visited the Asian country in 1992 “there were always people armed with 

rocket launchers and heavy machine guns within several yards of me”. 

O’Malley had a different view of the Taliban than most westerners, 

expressing the view that “’Some of the bad points [of the Taliban] were 

blown out of all proportion … In 1999, after the earthquake, the Taliban 

sent medical teams up to the mountains, often with women. When 

fighting broke out because of the inequalities of aid allocations by at 

least two international agencies, it was the Taliban that eventually 

sorted that out.” 
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Western attitudes 

He was also critical of western governments’ attitudes, telling David 

Shanks of this newspaper in 2000, following the earthquake in 

Afghanistan the previous year, that sanctions against the country, 

because it was then still controlled by the Taliban, were preventing 

much-needed aid from reaching huge numbers of people in need 

there. 

O’Malley also criticised the modus operandi of international aid 

agencies. In an interview with the international global philanthropy 

magazine Alliance in 2002, he said that he “was appalled at the way UN 

and the international aid agencies were poaching staff from national 

Afghan agencies” by paying drivers and other vital local staff far more 

than the local NGOs could afford. 

He preferred to deal directly with the Afghan NGOs. Safe, working with 

the Central Afghan Welfare Committee, initiated schemes for computer 

training for both boys’ and girls’ high schools, despite the resistance of 

local fundamentalist clergy, for the installation of solar panels, trained 

women as community health workers, and installed local water schemes 

in some of the most remote parts of the country, including areas 

inhabited by the Hazara people, a minority viewed with hostility by many 

of the Taliban. 

Details of Safe’s support for many, and ongoing, projects in Afghanistan 

can be found on the charity’s website, safeafghanistan.ie. 

Terence O’Malley was born in Manchester, where his father, George, 

worked for the chemical firm ICI. The family moved to Ireland after the 

second World War when he was still a small child. He is survived by 

Patricia; their children, Kate, Clare, Lucy and Jamie; and by his sister 

Barbara. He was predeceased by his other sister, Kay, earlier this year. 

 

Reproduced by kind permission of The Irish Times 

about:blank
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Local History Society  

 

Publications 

‘‘Dún Laoghaire Borough Historical Society Journal, No. 31, 2022’, pro-

duced by the Editorial Committee of Mona O’Donnell, Seamus O’Con-

nor, Anna Scudds, Colin Scudds, and Maria Hayes, published by the So-

ciety, pb, 76 pages, ills, ISSN 0791-360, €7. 

The striking image of a steam train departing from the Carlisle Pier for 

Dublin in the 1950’s from the collection of the late Eddie Chandler is the 

image used for the front cover of this year’s journal in which Dalkey fea-

tures in several of the articles including ‘The Queen’s, Dalkey’ by Colin 

Scudds; ‘Memories of the Cliff Castle Hotel’, ‘Bullock Harbour’ and 

‘Dalkey Musical Society by Ann Scully (née Martin); and ‘Dalkey’s First 

National School’ by Dermot O’Riordan. Other articles in this publication 

are ‘Vaccination 1940s Style’ by Mary Grogan; ‘Did you notice? - the 

Recycled Stone at Seapoint’ and ‘Did you notice? - 

Bollards’ by Seamus Cannon; ‘Autographs’ by Stephanie Batt; ‘Bass 

Raids in DunLaoghaire, 1933’ and ‘Advertisement for Irish Customs Dun 

Laoghaire Pier, 1922’ by Brian Smith; ‘Pencil-Borne Tuberculosis’ by Matil-

da McPhail; ‘Keep to the right when walking’ and ‘Maritime Kingstown, 

January &amp; February 1905’ by James Scannell; ‘Paddy Moran - 

Executed for Ireland’ by May Moran; ‘Dancing Days in Dun Laoghaire in 

the 1949s, 1950s and 1960s’ by Anna Scudds; ‘Sporting and Leisure  

Activities, Kingstown 1830-1890’ by Maria Hayes; ‘Robert Weir, grocer 

early 1900s’ by John McKee; ‘The Old Ship’ by Henry Austin; ‘James Hig-

gins, 29 Patrick Street’ and ‘Disappearing Dun Laoghaire: Walter Doyle, 

37 Lower Georges Street’ and ’Cover of the Catalogue for Dun 

Laoghaire Week, 1978’ by Colin Scudds; and ‘Joshua Harrison Har-

grave’  
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by Vincent Delaney. Copies are available from Easons, DuBray Books, and other 

outlets in Dun Laoghaire, from Dalkey News, Castle Street, Dalkey Eamon’s, 

Sandycove, and from the Society’s Hon Secretary - Send Cheque for €11.50 

Ireland, (this includes €4.50 p &amp; p), €12.50 Rest of the World to Anna 

Scudds, 7 Northumberland Park, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. Back issue of Nos. 25 

to 29 are also available. Further information available on the Society’s Website: 

www.dunloghairehistorical.com and on Facebook. 

‘Faith & Fury: the Evangelical Campaign in Dingle and West Kerry, 1825-45’by 

Bryan MacMahon, published by Eastwood Book. 

This excellent study by Bryan MacMahon provides the reader with a 

comprehensive account of the Church of Ireland evangelicals in the Irish 

speaking Dingle peninsula which was hailed as a model of a successful 

conversion policy during which they aimed to entice the Irish speaking 

community away from the Roman Catholic Church. Part of the campaign 

involved supplying bibles and literature in Irish, something which the Catholic 

Church had not done, and providing at the same times Irish speakers to preach 

and explain the bible to them. The campaign attracted great hostility from the 

Catholic clergy with those who converted to the Church of Ireland facing 

ostracism and hostilities within their community where they lived. 

The evangelicals built schools, churches and parsonages and as they continues 

with their mission, a bitter war of words broke out between the clergymen, 

fomented by rival newspapers, culminating with a notorious libel case in 1845 in 

which the Patrick RobertByrne was sued by Rev. Charles Gayer over remarks he 

made in an highly intemperate assessment of the Protestant mission in west Kerry 

in response to a report of meeting in the ‘Belfast Commercial Chronicle’ at 

which Rev. Gayer was due to speak but was unable to attend due to illness. 

Byrne continued to criticise Rev. Gayer and eventually when Byrne failed to 

settle the dispute between them by making an apology to Rev. Gayer, Rev. 

Gayer sued Byrne with the case being heard in Tralee courthouse in March 1845 

where the jury found in his favour. This is a detailed account of this episode of 

Kerry history, with a vast amount of information provided on those involved in 

the evangelical mission, those who supported it and those who opposed it. In 

the ‘Afterword’ Bryan tells the readers what subsequently happened to all those 

mentioned in the text, the places where the evangelicals set them up and 
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 subsequently happened to them and what remains on the ground today. On a 

more positive note, Bryan reveals that during the Famine Catholic and Church 

of Ireland clergy worked together to ease the distress suffered. 

An essential book to add to one’s collection. 

 

James Scannell 

 

 

 

 

Grants 

 

Are you finding it difficult to move around the house due to 

Arthritis or other medical conditions? 

Are you finding the stairs difficult to climb? 

Do you have a bath –tub which you can’t climb into or have 

you slipped and fallen while getting out of the bath? 

Are you a wheelchair user and need doorways in the house 

widened or do you have steep steps at the front or back door? 

These are all problems which people have to deal with as they 

advance in years. Wicklow County Council can help you with 

these problems by providing grants for adaptations to the 

house (e.g. a stairlift). 

Contact us at 0404-20120 to request an application form. 
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Bray, Powerscourt and Kilbride Mothers’ Union 

Hello to one and all from Bray, Powerscourt and Kilbride Mothers’ Union. 

First of all thank you everyone for your contributions to the Crinken 

Storehouse Food Bank. The hamper at the back of the church is so often 

full of cereal and teabags, honey and other goodies, thank you all. 

These go to support about twenty families every week. 

On 14th February we had our first monthly meeting for a long time. We 

can’t as yet have speakers so we did the speaking, remembering our 

school days. Most of us remember with affection our primary school 

teachers and our days among the chalk dust and ink wells. We hope 

next time even to have a supper together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a school photo from the ‘black and white’ times! See who you 

can recognise! In March we hope to join together for the World Day of 

Prayer both in Enniskerry and in Holy Redeemer in Bray on Saturday 5th 

March. Part of our focus in Mothers’ Union is to share prayer every day 

so today this prayer for those in Ukraine seems pertinent and I am 

sharing it with you.Do feel welcome to join us on Saturday 5th March. 

 
Carol 

A Prayer for Ukraine 

God of peace and justice, 

we pray for the people of Ukraine today. 

We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons. 

We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, 

that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them 

We pray for those with power over war or peace, 

for wisdom, discernment and compassion 

to guide their decisions. 

Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear, 

that you would hold and protect them. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 

Amen. 

Archbishop Justin Welby 
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Dates for your Diary 

Wednesday 2nd March  11am Ash Wednesday Service 

     7.30pm Church Cleaning 

 

Saturday 5 th March   11am World Day of Prayer, Holy Redeemer 

     ChurchBray 

 

Sunday 6 th March   11am Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 13 th March   11am Morning Prayer 

 

Sunday 20 th March   11am Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 27 th March   11am Family Service (Mothering Sunday) 

 

Sunday 3 rd April    11am Holy Communion with Holy Baptism 

 

Sunday 10 th April   11am Morning Prayer (Palm Sunday) 

 

Holy Week 

Maundy Thursday   14 th April 7pm Holy Communion/Tenebrae 

 

Friday 15 th April    7pm Passion Service 

 

Sunday 17 th April   11am Holy Communion for Easter Day 

 

Sunday 24 th April   11am Family Service with Holy Baptism 

 

Sunday 30 th April   11am Sunday Service 

 

Wednesday 4 th May   8pm Easter Vestry 
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