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Christ Church Bray 
 

Family Service with Baptism 
 of Jacob Sean Byrne, Freddie Paul 

Byrne and Ayda Rae Sloper 
 

Advent Sunday 
 

11am Sunday 28th November 2021 
             
 
 

In-Church and available to view live stream, or watch a recording later at 
www.churchservices.tv/christchurchbray 

 
 

Musical Prelude – Jonathan Stanley 

 
The Gathering of God’s People 
 
 
Greeting:  Grace, mercy and peace  
   from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
   be with you all 
   and also with you. 
 
The Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 
God of Abraham and Sarah, 
and all the patriarchs of old, 
you are our Father too, 
Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, 
Son of God and Son of David. 
Help us in preparing to celebrate his birth 
to make our hearts ready for your Holy Spirit 
to make his home among us. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
The light who is coming into the world. 
Amen 

http://www.churchservices.tv/christchurchbray
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Advent 1  
  
Advent candles tell their story  
as we watch and pray;  
longing for the day of glory,  
‘Come, Lord, soon’, we say.  
Pain and sorrow, tears and sadness  
changed for gladness on that day.  
 

 

Opening Hymn (No 195):  

Lord, the light of your love is shining  

in the midst of the darkness, shining;  

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us,  

set us free by the truth you now bring us,  

shine on me, shine on me.  

  

Shine, Jesus, shine,   

fill this land with the Father's glory;  

blaze, Spirit, blaze,  

set our hearts on fire.  

Flow, river flow,   

flood the nations with grace and mercy;  

send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light.  

  

2 Lord, I come to your awesome presence,   

from the shadows into your radiance;  

by the blood I may enter your brightness,  

search me, try me, consume all my darkness.  

Shine on me, shine on me.  

  

3 As we gaze on your kingly brightness,  

so our faces display your likeness,  

ever changing from glory to glory,  

mirrored here may our lives tell your story,  

Shine on me, shine on me.   
Graham Kendrick  (b.1950)  

based on  John 1: 1-5;  3: 19-21; 2 Corinthians 3: 18;  1 John 1: 7  
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Prayers and Penitence: 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ has told us  

that to enter the kingdom of heaven  

we must be born again of water and the Spirit, 

and has given us baptism as the sign and seal of this new birth. 

Here we are washed by the Holy Spirit and made clean. 

Here we are clothed with Christ, 

dying to sin that we may live his risen life. 

As children of God, we have a new dignity 

and God calls us to fullness of life. 

 

Penitence 

 

Let us affirm our trust in God’s mercy, 

and confess that we need forgiveness. 

 

 A pause for reflection after which these words are used. 

 

Lord God, you created the world, and made us in your own image. 

Forgive us when we turn away from you. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord God, through your Son you overcame evil and death. 

Rescue us from slavery to sin. 

Christ, have mercy  

Christ, have mercy. 

 

Lord God, by your Spirit you restore us to fellowship with you and with one  

another. Breathe your love and freedom into our lives. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Advent Collect 

 

Almighty God, 

Give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, 

and put upon us the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 
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in which thy Son Jesus Christ 

came to visit us in great humility; 

that in the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious Majesty 

to judge both the quick and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who liveth and reigneth with thee 

and the Holy Spirit, now and ever. Amen 

 
Readings 
 
Jeremiah 33: 14-16 
14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise I made to the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a 
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in 
the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the 
name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’ 
 
CH 701 Jubilate 
 
Jubilate, ev’rybody,  
serve the Lord in all your ways,  
and come before his presence singing:  
enter now his courts with praise. 
For the Lord our God is gracious,  
and his mercy everlasting. 
Jubilate, jubilate, jubilate Deo!      Fred Dunn (1907-1979) 

 
 
Luke 21: 25-36 
25 ‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 27Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a cloud” with power and great 
glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because 
your redemption is drawing near.’ 

29 Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they 
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
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34 ‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness 
and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For 
it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying 
that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand 
before the Son of Man.’ 
 

Sermon 

 

The Presentation 

 

We welcome Jacob, Freddie and Ayda who come to be baptised. I invite their sponsors to 

present them now. 

 

The sponsors answer: 

 

We present Jacob Sean, Freddie Paul and Ayda Rae to be baptised. 

 

Parents and godparents, will you accept the responsibilities placed upon you in  

bringing these children for baptism and answer on their behalf. By your own prayers and  

example, by your teaching and love, will you encourage them in the life and faith of the 

Christian community? 

With the help of God, we will. 

 

In baptism these children begin their journey in faith. You speak for them today. 

Will you care for them, and help them to take their place within the life and worship of 

Christ’s Church? 

With the help of God, we will. 

 

The Decision 

 

In baptism, God calls us from darkness into his marvellous light.  

To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 

Therefore I ask: 

 

Do you reject the devil and all proud rebellion against God? 

I reject them. 

 

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 

I renounce them. 
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Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 

I repent of them. 

 

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 

I turn to Christ. 

 

Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 

I submit to Christ. 

 

Do you come to Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life? 

I come to Christ. 

 

You have heard these our brothers and sisters respond to Christ. 

Will you support them in this calling? 

 

Congregation: We will support them. 

 

The Baptism 

 

Praise God who made heaven and earth. 

Who keeps his promise for ever. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

We give you thanks that at the beginning of creation your Holy Spirit moved upon  

the waters to bring forth light and life.  

With water you cleanse and replenish the earth; you nourish and sustain all living things.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

We give you thanks that through the waters of the Red Sea you led your people out  

of slavery into freedom, and brought them through the river Jordan to new life in the  

land of promise.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

We give you thanks for your Son Jesus Christ: for his baptism by John, for his  

anointing with the Holy Spirit.  

Thanks be to God. 
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We give you thanks that through the deep waters of death Jesus delivered us from our sins 

and was raised to new life in triumph.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

We give you thanks for the grace of the Holy Spirit who forms us in the likeness of Christ 

and leads us to proclaim your Kingdom.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

And now we give you thanks that you have called these children to new birth in your 

Church through the waters of baptism.  

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit in blessing and sanctify this water so that he who is 

baptised in it may be made one with Christ in his death and resurrection.  

May he die to sin, rise to newness of life, and continue for ever in Jesus Christ our Lord, 

through whom we give you praise and honour in the unity of the Spirit, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Do you believe and accept the Christian faith into which Jacob, Freddie and Ayda are to be 

baptized? 

I do. 

 

Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess, together with these candidates the faith of the 

Church. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit? 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Jacob Sean, Freddie Paul, Ayda Rae I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

God has called you into his Church. 

 

All: We therefore receive and welcome you  

 as a member with us of the body of Christ,  

 as a child of the one heavenly Father,  

  and as an inheritor of the kingdom of God. 

 

The Lord's Prayer: 

 

The Peace 

 

We are the body of Christ.  

By one spirit we were all baptized into one body.  

Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 

and builds up our common life together. 

  

 The presiding minister says  

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you.  

 

 

 
 

A Thank You to Jonathan Stanley 
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The Blessing  

 

The God of all grace, 

who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, 

establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 

The newly baptised are sent out with these words: 

 

God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness  

and has given us a place with the saints in light.   

 

You have received the light of Christ; 

walk in this light all the days of your life.  

 

Shine as a light in the world 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

 

Recessional Hymn (129)  
 

How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him 

who brings good news, good news, 

announcing peace, proclaiming news of happiness: 

our God reigns, our God reigns! 
  
Our God reigns! (4 times) 
  
You watchmen, lift your voices joyfully as one, 
shout for your king, your king! 
See eye to eye the Lord restoring Zion: 
our God reigns. our God reigns! 
  
Our God reigns! (4 times) 
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Waste places of Jerusalem, break forth with joy! 
We are redeemed, redeemed. 
The Lord has saved and comforted his people: 
our God reigns. our God reigns! 
  
Our God reigns! (4 times) 
  
Ends of the earth, see the salvation of our God! 
Jesus is Lord, is Lord! 
Before the nations he has bared his holy arm: 
our God reigns. our God reigns! 
  
Our God reigns! (4 times) 
  

Leonard E. Smith Jnr (b. 1942) 

based on Isaiah 52: 7-10 

 

Recessional music – Jonathan Stanley 
 

Material in this service from The Book of Common Prayer copyright © RCB 2004 & 2018 
Choir of Christ Church Bray 

All songs covered by CCLI have been reproduced under CCLI Licence number 1352457 

 
 
 
 

 

Tonight 

7.30pm Classics by Candlelight 

 

Friday 3rd December 

7pm Purple House Christmas Candlelight Service 

 

Sunday 5th December 

11am Morning Prayer 

 

Sunday 12th December 

11am Holy Communion 

 

In Church or also available to view live stream or watch a recording later at 

www.churchservices.tv/christchurchbray or via our website www.christchurchbray.ie 

 

http://www.churchservices.tv/christchurchbray
http://www.christchurchbray.ie/
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Announcements 

 

 

Classics by Candlelight Tonight at 7:30pm 

Classics by Candlelight makes a very welcome return tonight. To book a ticket make a 

donation of at least €5 per ticket at the following link 

https://www.idonate.ie/classicsbycandlelight 

  or buy a ticket and register at the back of the Church. The concert will also be available to 

watch via our live stream, or to watch a recording later, for those who may not be able to 

attend in person. Contact the Parish Office at christchurchbray@gmail.com for a password 

after making your donation. 

 

All proceeds will go towards parish funds and Purple House.  

Face coverings must be worn 

Covid Certificates will be required.  

 

Service of Light 

There will be a Diocesan Service of Light this afternoon at 3pm at St. Saviour’s Church, 

Arklow. The service will include the reading of names of parishioners of Christ Church Bray 

who have passed away since the start of the pandemic, and the lighting of candles in their 

memory. 

 

Donations to the Storehouse 

The Mothers’ Union have re-instated the food hamper in support of The Storehouse in 

Crinken. http://crinken.ie/storehouse.php Please do bring your contributions of dry goods 

which will then be delivered to The Storehouse. 

 

Christmas Cards 

Christmas Cards are available to purchase at the back of the Church. 

Pack of 8 cards (3 different scenes) €5 

Proceeds to Parish Funds 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.idonate.ie/classicsbycandlelight
http://crinken.ie/storehouse.php
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HO!   HO!  HO!    

 

ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE NOW………. all proceeds as usual to charities which more than ever need 

our support now due to COVID, they really are suffering…  If you do not wish to buy a tree could you 

please make a donation as this will be very helpful to the charites 

Orders taken NOW 

(1) From Parish Office (01) 2862968 or email christchurchbray@gmail.com  

(2) Order by email to wilkinsecure@hotmail.com  

(3) Order by phone George  (087) 2543113 or office  (01) 2868377  

 

Collection from Christchurch Bray on Saturday 4th December 10am-12noon 

 

All trees are NON-SHREDDERS, very keen prices!!!!, on behalf of all  the charities we thank you for your 

support. 

4ft,   6ft,   8ft,   10ft,  14ft 

Prices: 

4ft - €38.00 

6ft - €45.00 

8ft - €48.00 

10ft - €59.00 

14ft - €70.00 

Thankyou for helping!!!!! 

 

Just to cheer everyone up for the festive season everyone who purchases a tree this year, their name  will 

be entered into a draw for a bumper Christmas Hamper  and the draw will take place on Saturday 4th 

December 2021.  

 

Contacts 

The Parish Office is open Monday to Thursday 9am-1pm. Please contact Tracey in the first 

instance for routine matters - 01 286 2968 or email  christchurchbray@gmail.com 

 

Baden is now on indefinite sick leave. Please contact David Reynolds at 087 918 7792 in 

emergencies. David can liaise with Rev. John Marchant or neighbouring parishes as 

required. 

Phone 01 286 2968 // email christchurchbray@gmail.com   

 

mailto:christchurchbray@gmail.com
mailto:wilkinsecure@hotmail.com
mailto:christchurchbray@gmail.com
mailto:christchurchbray@gmail.com

