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CHRIST CHURCH – PARISH OF BRAY 

  

The Rectory, Church Road, Bray 

Rector:  Rev. Baden Stanley 

Baden is on indefinite sick leave 

Until Interim arrangements are clarified, please contact David 
Reynolds at 087918 7792 in emergencies. David can liaise with 

neighbouring clergy as required. 

(David Reynolds is away from Monday 4th to Monday 18th 
October inclusive. In the event of a pastoral emergency during 
this time please contact Rev Cathy Hallissey at 0863 58 3104) 

Parish Office:   

 Tel / 01 2862968 

Office Hours - Monday - Thursday 9am—1pm  

 

 

e mail:  christchurchbray@gmail.com 

website www.christchurchbray.ie 

www.facebook.com/christchurchbray  

 

In Touch email: intouchbray@gmail.com  

  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Church Bray was consecrated on St James’ Day, 25 th July 1863, 

so the building is now over 158 years old, although the parish itself is 

much older. Another way of saying St James is Santiago, and that 

prompted me in July to talk about pilgrimages. 

A pilgrimage is a very good description of where we find ourselves to-

day. We are coming out of a long period of drought and isolation. Ba-

den our Rector is “hors de combat” and our resources are stretched. We 

may hope that things will return to “normal”, but the normal we knew is 

gone. We must walk alongside each other as we become pilgrims in a 

new land. 

The way of the pilgrim begins with what they leave behind. We are leav-

ing the comforts of the familiar, as God directs us on our path of trust. 

We find ourselves walking forward into an unknown country, not certain 

of what we will encounter, but learning to trust that hospitable grace will 

sustain us in unexpected ways. 

With your prayers and support, we have kept Sunday worship alive 

through complete lockdowns to where we find ourselves today. This has 

bound us together as the faith community of Christ Church. Sadly, rules 

don’t allow for congregational or choral singing just yet, but our search 

for a new Choral Director continues, and we hope that the church 

will ring with live music before too long. 

What I find troubling are constraints on the breadth and richness of our 

parish life. I am acutely conscious of baptisms that were postponed in 

lockdown. These would be a blessing to our parish community, but at 

present we have no solutions to offer. We have restrictions also around 

nursing home and home visiting, confirmations, and weddings. It is now 

twelve weeks since Baden went on sick leave, and while the Diocese 

has promised us help, this has yet to materialise. 

This pressure on resources has also had an effect on our calendar. We 

have missed out on Harvest at the customary time, although we do plan 

to mark All Saints and Remembrance before journeying through Advent 

to Christmas. 

 



Carol and I will be on a much-needed holiday from October 4 th -18 th 

inclusive, but rest assured that Sunday worship will take place as usual. 

Canon Fred Applebe will celebrate communion on October 10 th , 

while Frank Connolly, a Diocesan Reader from Greystones, will say 

Morning Prayer on October 17 th . I know that you will turn out to wel-

come and support them. Rev Cathy Hallissey in Powerscourt has kindly 

made herself available for any pastoral emergencies that may arise 

during this period. 

Through all this, Baden and his family remain firmly in our thoughts and 

our prayers. His reflections are below. 

 

Blessings 
 

 

The Longer Road With Covid 

As most of you are aware, I have been signed off on indefinite sick 

leave due to the severe symptoms of long covid that I have been strug-

gling with since February. Your prayers, cards and supports have been 

of huge encouragement as the fatigue and the fibromyalgia play hav-

oc with my sleep patterns. I have found the swimming pool exercises to 

be hugely beneficial in giving me a focus for the day and making my-

self do regular exercise. Thankfully I can cope with most of the symp-

toms, the weird smell and taste, the muscle pain etc. I have been 

booked in for a long covid clinic in November which will hopefully give 

me some answers and a pathway to recovery. I now understand why 

they call it Long Covid. I am so appreciative of all the work that David 

and Tracey and so many of you are doing, especially David, who with-

out proper support from the Diocese in providing a priest to replace me 

has had to shoulder a huge burden of responsibility in a voluntary ca-

pacity. Please continue to pray, to encourage one another and to Be 

Church in these challenging times. 

 

Shalom 

Baden  

 

 



Sympathy 

Our heartfelt sympathy goes to Annemarie McCleane on the recent 

passing of her father, Pat Lysaght, and to Andrew McCleane on the 

passing of his grandmother, Margaret Coubrough in her 102 nd year. 

Also to Rebecca Stevens on the death of her grandmother and to Car-

ol Reynolds on the passing of her cousin, Robert Dukelow. Chris Hurley 

formerly of the Christ Church Bray choir died in August, our thoughts are 

with his wife June and family. And to Christ Church Bray Trustee, Peter 

Harrison and daughters Lucy and Vickie on the recent passing of Wen-

dy. And to Emma Baguley on the passing of her father, Maurice, in 

Spain. 

 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Conor Kenny and Rachael McHugh who were mar-

ried on Saturday 28 th August at Christ Church Bray. And to Emma and 

Colin Ball, on the arrival of baby Cora Joan. 

 

Mothers’ Union Service 

Many thanks to Rev. Cathy Hallisey for celebrating a Holy Communion 

Service for the Mothers’ Union on Monday 13 th September. The service 

was really intimate and a powerful word about ‘finding the pace that 

can connect us to God’. 

 

May Shields 

 

May Shields, pictured  with her grandson An-

drew, celebrated her 90th Birthday on the 6th 

August.  
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Wicklow Décor  
 

 

 

Delgany, Greystones, Bray, Wicklow, Arklow, 

Ashford, Kilcoole, Newcastle 

Professional Painters and Decorators 

Interior and Exterior 

Houses Offices Apartments Shops 

Dependable and Reliable Tradesmen 

Wallpapering Specialists 

C2 Registered          Free Estimates 

Tel: 087 2547598 

Email: Patrick@wicklowdecor.ie 

12 Holywell Way, Sea Road, Kilcoole, Co Wicklow 

mailto:Patrick@wicklowdecor.ie


 

St . Andrew’s N.S., Bray Admission to Junior Infants to the 
2022/2023 school year. 

 
St Andrew's N.S., Bray will be opening admission for Junior In-
fants for 2022/23 on Thursday 30th September. 
 
The Admission Policy and the Admission Notice are available on 
the school website, www.standrewsbray.ie. 
 
The Application and Decision Dates for admission to Junior 
Infants for 2022/2023 are as follows: 
 

 
 
Please contact the school office by email 
at  info@standrewsbray.ie if you have any queries. 

The school will commence accepting 

applications for admission on   
  

  
Thursday 30th September 2021 

The school shall cease accepting 

applications for admission on  

  

  
Thursday 21st October 2021 

The date by which applicants will be 

notified of the decision on their appli-

cation is     

  

  
Thursday 11th November 2021 

The period within which applicants 

must confirm acceptance of an offer 

of admission is  

  
Thursday 18th November 2021 

about:blank
about:blank
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Local History Society Lectures 

October 2021 

 

Although some restrictions on public meetings and indoor gatherings to 

prevent the spread of  Covid-19 and its variants have been lifted, the 

following events are being held online or via Zoom but may revert to in-

person formation - donation/charge may apply. 

The Old Dublin Society 

Mary Muldowney will present ‘Retail in Dublin’ on Wednesday October 

13 th; Timothy Murtagh will present ‘Spectral Mansions: the making of a 

tenement, Henrietta Street, 1800 – 1914’ on Wednesday October 27 th : 

Joseph E.A. O’Connell Jr. will present ‘The Shadow War:  

Michael Collins and the Politics of Violence’ on Wednesday November 

10 th ; while on Wednesday November 24 th Barbara Walsh will present 

‘Irish Servicewomen in the First World War’ followed by the AGM. These 

lectures will take place on Zoom at 7.30 p.m. each lecture night - free. 

Email: registerwitholddublinsociety@gmail.com by 2 p.m. on each 

lecture day to receive a link to it. 

Kilmacud-Stillorgan Local History Society 

Declan Warde will present ‘Children need help and I am going to help 

them - Ella Webb,1877-1946’ online at 8 p.m. on Thursday October 14 th ; 

Joseph E.A. Connell Jr will present ‘The Shadow War: Michael Collins and 

the Politics of Violence’ online at 8 p.m. on Thursday November 11 th . 

See the Society’s website for further information. 

Foxrock Local History Club 

Frank Woods will present ‘George IV - his 1821 visit to Ireland’. on 

Tuesday October 12 th ;Fiona O’Kane will present ‘UCD and the 

Development of Belfield on Tuesday October 19 th 21 st ; Cathy Scuffil 

will present ‘Dublin’s Housing Crisis in Revolution Times, 1915-1923’. 

These lectures take place on Zoom at 8 p.m. - to obtain a link to these 

lectures email: info@foxrocklocalhistory.ie. 

The Genealogical Society of Ireland 

Michael McShane will present ‘Cavan Townlands.com’ on Tuesday 

October 12 th; Chris Baker  will present ‘The Irish Soldier in the Great War’ 

on November 9 th - both take place on Zoom at 8 p.m. each night. The 

‘October Morning Open Meeting’ will take place on Zoom at 11 

a.m. on Wednesday October 27 nd while the ‘November Morning Open 

Meeting’ will take place on Zoom at 11 a.m. on Wednesday November 

24 th . 

Rathmichael Historical Society 

Joe Joyce will present ‘1641: The Year that Sealed Ireland’s Fate’ on 

Wednesday October 6 th while Joseph E.A. Connell Jr l will present ‘The  
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Shadow War: Michael Collins and the Politics of Violence’ on Wednes-

day November 3 rd . Both presentation will take place on Zoom and at 

8 p.m. each night - further information from 

www.rathmichaelhistorical society.ie 

‘Schooldays in Stillorgan’ 

This book about St Laurence’s Boys National School Stillorgan has been 

published by the Kilmacud-Stillorgan Local History Society and tells of 

the determination of local people to establish a national school in Stillor-

gan village in the 1830s. The school was located on what is now the Old 

Dublin Road and moved to its present location in 1931. Since then it has 

grown to meet the needs of the expanding suburb. Written by Kilmacud

-Stillorgan Local N Society committee member and historian Margaret 

Smith, the book contains interviews with past pupils, teachers and others 

associated with the school. It also casts an eye on the changes that 

have taken place in Stillorgan. You might be surprised to find yourself in 

one of its large collection of photographs Are you a past pupil of St Lau-

rence’s Boys National School? 

Perhaps you were a teacher, a member of the Board of Management 

or the Parents’ Association. Have you an interest in primary education or 

in your local history? If so, this book is for you. The book costs €15 and is 

also available in South Dublin Credit Union in Stillorgan and from the Kil-

macud-Stillorgan History Society’s Online Shop  

at  www.kilmacudstillorganhistory.ie . For further details email:   

stillorganlocalhistory@gmail.com .  

Parish Contact Details October 2021 

 

Parish Office 

01 286 2968 

info@christchurchbray.ie 

9am – 1pm Monday to Friday 

 

Parish Mobile 

087 948 4407 (for what’s app or text messages) 

 

Rev. Baden Stanley is on indefinite sick leave. In the event of a 

pastoral emergency please contact David Reynolds 087 918 7792. 

David is away from Monday 4 th to Monday 18 th October inclusive. 

During this time please contact Rev. Cathy Hallisey for pastoral emer-

gencies at 086 358 3104. 



 Publications 

‘St. Stephen’s Green. A History of the Green and its Environs: The Sights, 

Sounds, Characters and Events’ by Frank Hopkins, published by Mercier 

Press, Ireland’s oldest independent publishing house. 

 

For his latest book, Frank Hopkins, author of the best selling ‘Hidden 

Dublin’ and ‘365 Days of Dublin’ looks at the numerous events that took 

place in and around St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin and the area sur-

rounding it as well the variety of people who lived there, some of whom 

were of an unsavourily nature. This is a random collection of tales of hu-

man tragedy, eccentrics, crime and punishment, hanging and rioting 

on ‘The Green’, in which Frank Hopkins reveals a wealth of information 

about those who lived in and around this part of Dublin which is en-

joyed by Dubliners on a daily basis and are not aware of much of this. 

This fascinating and engrossing book begins with a chapter devoted 

the origins of the Green which can be traced back to 1236AD, with the 

Green as we know it walled in and gated by 1666 during which the ar-

ea was levelled and made smooth but within 150 years the area had 

fallen into a very poor condition and had become used as a conven-

ient dumping ground. In 1781 the murdered body of a two-year boy 

was found in a ditch within it - while a short term improvement took 

place, the condition of the Green still continued to deteriorate 

and it was not until 1814 when residents began to complain about it, 

that things began to improve. The downside was that local residents 

had to pay a fee to use it and although there were protests for the next 

60 years over its closure to the public until 1876 when Sir Arthur Guin-

ness, M.P. offered to pay the commissioners running it for it to be 

opened to the public and when this offer was accepted, he paid for a 

total makeover of it and was transformed into the first class amenity it is 

today. This excellent book is divided into a number of sections with the 

streets within eachof these sections covered individually. The major sec-

tions are - 

# St. Stephen’s Green divided in chapters covering The Green, Hang-

ings on the Green, and Monuments on the Green. 

# North of the Green with chapters devoted to No. 16 St. Stephen’s 

Green, The Shelbourne Hotel, Kildare Street, Dawson Street, Grafton 

Street and Balfe Street. 

# South of the Green looking at St. Stephen’s Green South, The Iveagh 

Gardens and Harcourt Street, 

# East of the Green embracing Baggot Street. 

# West of the Green covering York Street, the Royal College of Sur-

geons, the Unitarian Church, Mercer Street &amp; Mercer Street Upper, 

and Goat Alley/Digges Lane. 
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In the Conclusion Hopkins reminds the readers that many of the places 

mentioned in this book such as Goat Alley no longer exist while other 

places with a less than salubrious reputation were later renamed. While 

many individuals mentioned in the book are commemorated with 

plaques, plates and statues, there are no memorials to the many 

hanged on the Green at the junction of Baggot Street and Fitzwilliam 

Street. This a really fascinating book such is the wealth of information in it 

and if you enjoyed ‘Hidden Dublin’ then you will really enjoy this new 

book from Frank Hopkins. 

 

James Scannell 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Conor Kenny and Rachael McHugh who were 

married on Saturday 28th August at Christ Church Bray.  
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Bray, Powerscourt and Kilbride Mothers’ Union 

Mothers’ Union in Bray is just a small part of a worldwide organisation. 

Our founder was Mary Sumner who started a small group for women in 

her husband’s parish where they could meet together and support 

each other. This idea was taken to Ireland by 

Annabella Hayes, also a Rector’s wife, who 

started in Raheny a similar group for the 

women in her husband’s parish. Mrs Hayes 

was a very interesting person who travelled 

extensively in a time when travel was very 

difficult. She and her husband went to 

Norway and to Africa where their daughter, 

an alumna of Alexandra College, was a 

doctor. 

 

Our branch in Bray does not have quite as 

long a history but we are very good at 

supporting one another. That doesn’t mean 

that we are inward looking but rather like a 

chorus line we support each other as we 

step forward. 

 

On Monday last Rev Cathy Hallisey 

celebrated Holy Communion with us and for 

us, thank you Cathy. The service in our St 

Paul’s Chapel was a “really intimate and 

powerful word about finding the pace to 

connect us to God” says Daphne Danga our 

enrolling member. 

We are hoping to meet in person, socially 

distanced of course, together again for 

meetings in the future. Why don’t you join 

us? You would be very welcome. 

 

Carol 
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God’s Big Picture (a 9-week course) 

We invite you to join us on a course which aims to show how the whole 

Bible fits together, from Genesis to Revelation. It explores God's wonder-

ful plan to save the world through Jesus Christ, tracing the entire story of 

the Bible in nine units. The course will take place over Zoom on Monday 

evenings next term, and the meetings will last about an hour. Each ses-

sion has a ten-minute video presented by Vaughan Roberts, a well-

known Christian writer and speaker, and these are accompanied by 

Bible passages to read and discuss. 

  

We hope that you will find the course helpful. If so, you might consider 

running it in your own church or fellowship at some time in the future. 

Please follow this link to view a brief promotional video about the 

course ‘God’s Big Picture’ on https://www.godsbigpicture.co.uk/about 

  

If you would like to book a place (places are limited, so please book 

early) or want to ask any questions about ‘God’s Big Picture’ do feel 

free to text or phone Lindsey on 086-3476823, or email 

at ljg266@gmail.com 

  

We’re really looking forward to meeting you. 

Stephen and Lindsey Gardiner 

 

 

LIONS CLUB SEEKS YOUNG AMBASSADOR 

 

Bray Lions Club has begun its search for a Young Ambassador who will 

represent the club in an international competition. 

The Lions Young Ambassador programme rewards young people (aged 

under 19 in June 2022), who are making a contribution to their local 

community through voluntary work, sporting activity or good citizenship. 

The Ambassador selected by Bray Lions Club will participate in a Nation-

al Final where a Young Ambassador will be selected to represent Ire-

land in the European Final. Prizes and bursaries are awarded to winners 

and Bray Lions Club will sponsor its Young Ambassador’s participation at 

all levels of the competition, should they qualify. 

Young people who wish to participate should contact Frank Corr, Bray 

Lions Club on 086-8274710 or at fcorr100@gmail.com 

 

https://www.godsbigpicture.co.uk/about
mailto:ljg266@gmail.com
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Are you a female over the age of 18 with a 

few spare hours each week? 

 

If so, Irish Girl Guides in Bray, need your help. 
 

Come and join our team of Leaders, have fun, learn new things 

and help guide the next generation through fun, science, 

technology, creativity and outdoor adventures.  No previous 

Guiding experience needed as you will be provided training and 

a programme to follow.   

 

We are currently looking for help with our units who deal with 7-10 

and 10-14 year olds, so no week will be boring.  Yes it can be 

challenge at times, but it can also be very rewarding.  

 

Help the girls grow and develop their personalities and life skills 

through fun and practical work. 

 

For those looking at doing up your CVs it looks good there too. 

 

Together let’s maintain the tradition of Girl Guides in Bray – we 

have been around since 1917. 

 

If this interests you and you would like to learn more, contact 

Mary Byrne at maryb.brayguides@gmail.com  or just stop Mary or 

Michele McNerney for a chat at any time.                          

 

                                                                                        Thank you. 

about:blank
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Dates for your Diary October 2021 

 

Sunday 3rd October   11am Morning Prayer 

Sunday 10th October  11am Holy Communion 

Sunday 17th October  11am Morning Prayer 

Sunday 24th October  11am Family Service 

Sunday 31st October   11am Sunday Service 

 

Services are In-Church, subject to social distancing guidelines. 

Services are also available to view live or watch a recording later 

at: www.churchservices.tv/christchurchbray. 
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