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CHRIST CHURCH – PARISH OF BRAY 

  

Rector:  Rev. Baden Stanley  0879484407 

(day off Tuesday) 

 

Lay Minister: David Reynolds 

The Rectory, Church Road, Bray 
t 

Parish Office:   
 Tel / 01 2862968 

Office Hours - Monday - Thursday 9am—1pm  
 
 

e mail:  christchurchbray@gmail.com 
website www.christchurchbray.ie 

www.facebook.com/christchurchbray  
 

In Touch email: intouchbray@gmail.com  

  

Mothers’ Union 

Meets 2nd   Monday of the month in PLC @ 8pm 

 

  Hall Bookings –Contact Parish Office 

 

 Bellringing: Jason Warnock & Simon O’Connor 

 

In Emergency 

For Pastoral or other emergencies, phone Rev. Baden Stanley 087 948 
4407 . Please do leave a message if there is no response –phones may be 
switched to silent during church services, home visits, meetings 
etc.Please make immediate contact in cases of sickness, hospitalisation, 
or bereavement. Do not assume that somebody else has done so. 
Remember hospitals and hospital chaplains are not permitted to inform 
the clergy that someone is in hospital.  
 
 



From the rectorY: ’StePPING ForWArD’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The old adage, 'two steps forward, and one step backwards is still one 

step forward!' rings eerily true to our current situation. As I write these 

notes there is 'concern', but not alarm at the emergence of the Delta 

Variant in Ireland. A cautious, 'let's wait and see' approach is being 

urged as we hungrily yearn for the lifting of further restrictions. We've 

been here before, and that may not be as helpful as we imagine. When 

NPHET warned in November/December 2020 that the UK variant could 

be a significant problem, our politicians (and most of us) tried to wish it 

away. We yearned for some sort of 'Normal Christmas, forgetting the 

cruel and devastating power of this virus to survive and thrive in compla-

cency. Thankfully we are in a very different place as we try to discern 

how best to proceed with reopening for the summer. The significant suc-

cess of the vaccination programme means that should a fourth wave 

emerge, its potential impact on our overstretched and exhausted health 

system will hopefully be much less than in previous waves. However, it is 

too easy for those of us who are either fully or partially vaccinated to 

breathe a sigh of relief. The evidence is already emerging that should 

this Delta variant take over, it will be our young adults and adolescents 

who will pay the price. Much has been rightly made of the psychologi-

cal and emotional impact of this virus on our young people. While some 

may be frustrated that the focus is invariably on how younger people 

have been affected ('surely all of us have struggled!') there is a reality 

that the years of learning, exploring and having adventures has been 

stolen from our children and grandchildren. We have yet to witness and 

fully understand the depth of mental health struggles across all ages 

from this pandemic; but it is abundantly clear that it is in our younger 

generation, the greatest risk exists.  

We of a grumpier disposition may point to the rise of the large outdoor 

gatherings, as young people congregate in great numbers outdoors, or 

in ever frequent house parties. How cruel that, having been assured that 

outdoor gatherings are safe, this new variant has spotted the loophole  

 



and moved quickly to change that. This, and many other emerging var-

iants are more resilient and successful in rapid outdoor transmission! We 

may subconsciously develop an attitude of righteous indignation, but 

even now, as many of us 'oldies' celebrate newfound freedoms, the 

vast majority of our young people are still adhering to restrictions, still 

being cautious and sensible, even though their 'turn' for vaccination will 

be much later this year.  

Another adage, 'none are safe, until all are safe', has been used in ref-

erence to our need to ensure poorer nations are supported and sup-

plied with sufficient vaccines. It is both right and necessary that we en-

courage this, after all, new variants emerge where the virus is rampant. 

However, here in Ireland this adage must similarly be applied to our 

young people. 'None are safe until all are safe'. Are we willing to curtail 

our new-found freedom for a little while longer to protect and support 

those not yet safe? Are we prepared to go the extra mile, to hold back 

on our yearning to gather again, to live a post-Covid life, to wait until all 

who want vaccinations have them? 'Patience is a virtue, possess it if 

you can; seldom in a woman, never in a man!! Please God this new 

variant (and others that may well follow) will not lead to the kind of re-

strictions and lockdowns that we have struggled with before. However, 

whatever this next few months hold, it is the death throes of a virus that 

has been identified, analysed, classified, resisted and treated in extraor-

dinarily quick time. Yes, Covid 19 will be with us for many years to come, 

but by what has already been achieved, its impact and danger will be 

further lessened and reduced. Patience is needed but so is solidarity, 

we are still all in this together, even if it doesn't feel like it. A little longer 

and the celebrations can really get going.  

 

Shalom  

Baden 
 

'On reflection', in light of the government's decision to allow those fully 

vaccinated or recently recovered from Covid to drink and dine indoors, 

there is a significant threat to the sense of solidarity which has been crit-

ical thus far. The reaction has been swift and bitter as months of frustra-

tion boil over. The shift in policy came, I suspect from a belief that some 

indoor activities were better than none, but it will be hard to regain trust 

and common purpose now that the genie is out of the bottle! In typical 

politician response to controversy, there is a sense that it is very hard to 

have the courage of someone else's convictions!! NPHET's advice is 

stark and frightening but we have been here before when their advice 

was not heeded, many lives were lost. Hold fast and firm, try to avoid  



the temptation to lash out, we are still a couple of steps forward from 

where we were in May.  

Baden  

Summer Activity  

In many ways much of the parish work continuing over the summer will 

resemble ducks in water. On a surface level it will seem as if everything 

is gliding along as it always does, but underneath the surface a number 

of people will be busy pedalling to ensure we are well prepared for our 

autumn activities. As well as beginning our process for appointing a Mu-

sical Director in the autumn, members of the Vestry will be working hard 

to try to finally sell the Parochial Hall. In preparation for implementation 

some of the priorities identified by your involvement in our Listening Pro-

cess (see our initial report elsewhere in this magazine), we are hoping to 

run a small number of events for our younger members over the next ths 

to begin to re-connect and engage. There will be a number of bap-

tisms (not all of them on Sunday mornings) and a wedding for Conor 

and Rachael. I'm particularly looking forward to visiting you in your 

homes again. Our Pastoral team will continue to connect, our Prayer 

teams will continue to pray. You get the idea. Much goes on each 

week, just at a slower pace. Please continue to pray for each other, 

please continue to encourage one another and be kind. Please enjoy 

a break whether at home or away and be ready to come back re-

freshed and enthused for a very special service on Sunday 29th August 

at 11am. More details later in the summer via our WhatsApp group and 

social media pages.  

Please note that the Parish Office will be closed from Thursday 1st July 

until Wednesday 1st of September. Our heartfelt thanks to Tracey for all 

her incredible work both at home and in the office since March 2020 in 

particular. The office phone and parish email will be monitored regular-

ly over the summer months.  

I will be taking annual leave (yes I know my life is a holiday anyway!!) 

from Monday 19th July to Friday 13th August. During that time David 

Reynolds will kindly forward any pastoral emergencies to local clergy as 

appropriate. David's number is 087 918 7792. I will also be taking Mon-

days and Tuesdays off most other weeks as I try to combat this crippling 

fatigue. On a personal note can I again thank you for your continued 

kindness and patience (which is much stronger than my own!). Thank-

fully the pains have completely eased. The long Covid continues to de-

prive me of smell and taste, very often the food I eat smells and tastes 

like burning paraffin (but at least it's helping me keep my weight down). 

The real difficulty is the chronic (in every sense of the word) fatigue.  



Thankfully I am ok when doing something like a funeral/visit/ baptism 

etc, but it is afterwards that I have to crawl away and rest for a few 

hours (or days) to recover. As ever, it is all about balancing the busyness 

and the yearning | have to serve and lead with limited resources of 

stamina and energy. Hopefully the summer will afford me the space 

and time to get the fatigue under more manageable control. Your 

prayers and patience are really appreciated.  

Baden  
 

Congratulations  

  

To Sam George 

McCabe who 

was baptised on 

Sunday 27th June 

at our 11am ser-

vice.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also to Andrew (Paul) Montague, whose short film, 'Graduation', has 

been nominated for an IFTA. Well done Paul.  

Sympathy  

Our heartfelt sympathy goes to Rosemary Leeson on the recent passing 

of her sister, Patricia Bell; also to Karen Sloper and her family on the 

passing of her Mum, Jean Mills. Also to the family and friends of Havey 

Merchant. And to Nicola Gray on the passing of her sister-in-law Agnes. 

COVID-19 Update 

We have been notified by the Office of An Taoiseach, following a re-

quest for clarification from the Archbishop, that Baptisms cannot go 

ahead at this time. We are really sorry about this, especially as we have 

a number of baptisms planned over the summer months. We will, of  

course, adhere to these guidelines to ensure we play our part in 

 



 protecting others, especially as this Delta variant takes hold. The full 

response from the Taoiseach’s office is published below. Thanks for your 

understanding.        Baden 

Weddings As an exception, weddings already planned will be per-

mitted to proceed on the basis of the expected chang-

es, with 50 guests permitted to attend wedding recep-

tions with protective measures. 

Funerals The number of mourners permitted at funerals continues 

to be limited to 50, regardless of size of venue. 

Attendance at wakes in private homes and at funeral 

homes is for family only. 

Related family gatherings should strictly adhere to pre-

vailing public health advice on household mixing, in-

cluding visitors to your home and indoor and outdoor 

dining 

Other reli-

gious cer-

emonies 

It is advised that religious ceremonies such as Baptisms, 

First Holy Communions and Confirmations should not 

take place at this time. 

Further advice will follow on resumption of these cere-

monies when it is safe to do so 
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Wicklow Décor  
 

 

 

Delgany, Greystones, Bray, Wicklow, Arklow, 

Ashford, Kilcoole, Newcastle 

Professional Painters and Decorators 

Interior and Exterior 

Houses Offices Apartments Shops 

Dependable and Reliable Tradesmen 

Wallpapering Specialists 

C2 Registered          Free Estimates 

Tel: 087 2547598 

Email: Patrick@wicklowdecor.ie 

12 Holywell Way, Sea Road, Kilcoole, Co Wicklow 

mailto:Patrick@wicklowdecor.ie
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Letter from Archbishop Michael  

Dear friends, 

Not only is the summer now upon us. We are at the longest day of the 

year already. Our society feels different. Our country looks different. 

And, while caution remains our watchword and compliance remains 

our requirement, there is a much greater sense of what is humanly 

possible and what might be a new horizon. This has not come about by 

accident. It has come about by the hard work and deep commitment 

of experts in terms of assessment, analysis, intervention, innovation; the 

heroic efforts and the tireless work of everyone on the ever-expanding 

Front Line right across our country; the truly miraculous outcomes of 

contemporary sciences in developing a range of vaccines for use 

worldwide in order to stem the ravages of the coronavirus. But behind 

and within all of this there is the commitment to goodness, to 

neighbourliness, to order and compliance, to kindness and to solidarity 

on the part of you who have made the transition from Lockdown to 

Openup happen - step by step, on the ground. It could be a lot 

different. It is a lot different in other parts of the world. For us here and 

now it is good as it stands. We need to keep it like this. When those 

charged with the reopening of society compliment you, please accept 

the compliment. It is genuine. It is well deserved. To this I add my own 

thank you and my own appreciation. The road may, at many points, 

have looked negative. It now looks quite a lot more positive. 

The summer season is the time to break the cycle of repetition and to 

have a holiday. It can be a simple holiday at home or from home. The 

important thing is that it break the cycle of what has become 

predictable and that it give time and space that are free, or at least 

more free, from the anxieties we have carried for one another and for 

ourselves over the year and a half through which we have just lived 

and, sadly, through which others have not managed to live and survive. 

We mourn their passing in devastating times and circumstances. We still 

have significant issues relating to specific grief and general wellbeing to 

identify and address sensitively, structurally, personally. Perhaps then, 

before you let it all slip out of your memory, if that is what you decide to 

do, and nobody could really blame you for doing this, you might think 

about taking stock in whatever way taking stock works best for you. I am 

suggesting that you take stock of what you have gained and lost, what 

you have learned about yourself and about others, what are new   



blessings that you have experienced in these months. There are many 

further things on which to reflect, for example, people, places and hap-

penings that you now treasure; fresh priorities that you have set  for yourself and 

have managed to keep up; good habits that you have formed along with new 

and different appreciations of so much that hitherto you took for granted. You 

may not be too sure how these came about. You may not be too keen to 

share them directly with others. You don’t have to. But I suggest to you that 

they are worth your own attention while the moment is still warm. 

Some people will have no difficulty with moving out again into the wider socie-

ty and for them I am truly delighted. A large number of people have said to me 

that they genuinely now find conversing with other people really difficult. Talk-

ing about something other than the coronavirus or something Covid-19 related 

is difficult when it has been the focus of so much media attention and energy 

together with individual anxiety for the best part of a year and a half. If you do 

not, in fact, find general conversation and engagement with others difficult, 

then you might think of helping someone you know or, even better, someone 

you don’t know and happen to meet by chance, to move beyond Covid-

conversation. We have only really begun to identify the wellbeing issues facing 

us with a very steep gradient ahead of us on this path. We are ill-equipped to 

address them effectively and empathetically. We are now being encouraged 

by responsible people to grasp the future with excitement. We surely do not 

want others to be left behind as we move forward. There already are, and will 

continue to be, so many situations that need us to work together, to cooperate 

and to collaborate, and to make the effort to do so if we are to shape the new 

possibilities opening up. And many of them will be simple rather than compli-

cated. And many of them may cost very little, if any, money. 

And we should remember that in March 2020 it was the then Minister for Health 

who spoke of kindness as a primary virtue for our times. This was driven by hu-

man and not by specifically religious concern. It is all the better for it. Kindness 

might wisely become a continuing watchword, a cherished aspiration and a 

nurturing focus of hope. Again, I wish to thank all of you for the good things you 

have done. Again, I wish to thank all of the Front Line workers in the visible and 

the invisible sectors for what you have done. 24/7/365 has become a working 

reality for so many unsung heroes and heroines. Again, I wish to encourage you 

to take a break and to rejoice with God, with yourself, with your family and with 

your neighbours that you are here today and that tomorrow is coming. 

In the Hebrew and the Christian Scriptures, Ecclesiastes chapter 3 speaks about 

time itself in a timely way. I suggest that we might think of adding to its explora-

tion of time and times and timeframes as follows: 

 

For everything its season, and for every activity under heaven its time: 

… a time to set aside and a time to start anew … 

Yours sincerely 

 
+ Michael 
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Listening Process: An Initial Report 

 

My thanks to all of you who responded to our recent Listening Process, 

especially those of you who struggled but persevered with the 

WhatsApp format. The Select Vestry met recently for a number of 

meetings to take on board your views and to begin to identify priorities 

and achievable actions for the next 2-5 years. We are publishing an 

initial report on some of the feedback we received, obviously there is a 

lot more yet to process. One of the strengths of the process was the 

wide range of views and insights you have given us; one of the 

weaknesses is that we have not yet succeeded in really hearing the 

views of our younger members; young families, young adults and 

adolescents. Notwithstanding this, we as a parish have much to go on, 

and time over the summer to put in place some significant steps 

forward. As our new reality emerges we will be looking for parishioners of 

all ages to connect with our emerging plans and strategies to ensure 

that we continue to be a church that is relevant, connected and 

out-reaching. 

 

Watch this space! 

Baden 

Christ Church Bray Listening Process: Initial Report 

 

How We Welcome 

There were three main questions under ‘Welcome’ 

 

Q1. What has been your own experience of Welcome in Christ Church 

Bray (21 responses) 

 

These responses referenced individuals who made them feel welcome 

either in Church, or by visiting them at home. In other words, personal 

contact. For some it was the beauty of the Church. Some also 

referenced the exhibitions 

(Narnia and Christmas Tree festivals in particular). 

 

Q2. Practical Steps to improve our welcome (19 responses). 

A. Extra pathways: High priority 

B. Tarmac all areas: Not a priority 

C. Porch Ramp: High priority (once done properly) 

 



 13 

D. West door ramp: Not a priority 

E. Notice Board: Priority (important to introduce colour) 

F. Glass Doors: Priority (wood and glass?) 

G. Large Room: High priority 

Others: High Priority: Heating, Sound, Lighting 

Priority: Outdoor lighting, Floodlighting, Floor in Epiphany Chapel, Move 

more pews. Coffee machine (smell will 

draw them in!). Welcome info cards. 

 

Q3. Access (4 responses) 

No specific priorities identified. 

How We Worship 

This topic was by far the most responded to. There were two questions: 

Current Reality (34 responses) 

Worship Favourites (28 responses) 

For the purposes of this initial report we will focus on the responses to our 

Worship Survey 

 

Q1. Monthly attendance: 17 attended every week 

8 attended 3 times a month 

2 attended twice a month 

5 attended once a month or less 

 

Q2 Service types 

There was an even spread on this, the majority favoured HC (16). MP

(11) FS (7) All (7). Most like the current variety 

of service types. 

 

Q3 Service times 

Overwhelming majority favoured 11am. 8.30am (3), 7pm (1) 

 

Q4 Length of Service 

45 mins (19) 1 hour (15) 

Q5 New Format Sheets (9), BCP (12), Both (10) 

Out of a potential score of 340, the following indicated the importance 

respondents gave to each: 

 

Q6 Bells 279 

 

Q7 Flowers 261 
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Q8 Organ 299 

Q9 Robed/4 part choir 248 

Q10 Preaching 278 

Q11 Leaders Robed 217 

Q12 Stillness 236 

Q13 Anglican Traditions 246 

Q14 Pews 222 (a number of people suggested removing more pews at 

the back) 

Q15 Sound 311 (a major concern to many respondents) 

Q16 PowerPoint 177 

Q17 In Church attendance 26 Online 6 

 

How we Steward 

For the purposes of this initial report we are only considering  

respondents’ opinions on which we should prioritise. 1. 

Refurbish PLC; 2. Construct a large room in the back of the Church; 3. 

Build a new parish centre in the grounds of the 

Church (19 responses). 

There is very little appetite for refurbishing the PLC 

7 responses prioritised building a large room within the Church 

9 responses prioritised building a new centre. 

 

There are some nuances to this however. There is a sense that if we had 

the funds (from the sale of the Parochial Hall) the new centre would be 

the first preference, a number of responses referenced the room within 

the Church as being their preferred option because it might be more 

affordable. Others felt moving more pews at the back and designing 

the back of the Church better would be sufficient while freeing us to 

focus on the Parish Centre. Of those who preferred the new centre, 3 

referenced starting with a smaller hall, then developing it as needed. 

Quite a few respondents across the whole survey pointed out that our 

ministries have collapsed and need to be rebuilt before/as we look at 

building a new centre. 

Shalom,  

Baden 
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Mothers’ Union Bray and Powerscourt with Kilbride 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

With a global pandemic we have missed our regular Mothers’ Union 

meetings. Earlier this year we had an evening service by Zoom which 

was enjoyed by all who can manage to use this particular technology 

but we wondered how to celebrate our own branch and our members 

before the summer. 

Well, how about this, an outside the church meeting? And it worked! 

We spread ourselves in the shade of the Church and shared some won-

derfully chosen prayers, thank you Ann, and our thankfulness for joys 

despite lockdown. We brought our own supper, not just a cuppa and a 

custard cream, in lunch boxes. 

We shared together our joys and sorrows, laughter and friendship. We 

looked to the future together, our hopes for our families and friends and 

our expectation of being able to worship and celebrate together soon. 

Mothers’ Union is open to all, married or not, female or male. Won’t you 

join us in our ‘global, women-led volunteer movement? United in our 

diversity and living out our faith, we support individuals and families to 

transform their lives. Embedded in the Church and community, we have 

an unprecedented reach that gives a voice to stigmatised and vulner-

able around the world’ (words from Connor Diocese). 

Carol 
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THE WORLD IS MINE* 

(Author Unknown) 

 

      Today, upon a bus, I saw a very beautiful woman 

      and wished I were as beautiful. 

      When suddenly she rose to leave, 

      I saw her hobble down the aisle. 

      She had one leg and used a crutch. 

      But as she passed, she passed a smile. 

      Oh, God, forgive me when I whine. 

      I have two legs; the world is mine. 

 

      I stopped to buy some candy. 

      The lad who sold it had such charm. 

      I talked with him, he seemed so glad. 

      If I were late, it’d do no harm. 

      And as I left, he said to me, 

      “I thank you, you’ve been so kind. 

      It’s nice to talk with folks like you. 

      You see,” he said, “I’m blind.” 

      Oh, God, forgive me when I whine. 

      I have two eyes; the world is mine. 

 

      Later while walking down the street, 

      I saw a child I knew. 

      He stood and watched the others play, 

      but he did not know what to do. 

      I stopped a moment and then I said, 

      Why don’t you join them dear?” 

      He looked ahead without a word. 

      I forgot, he couldn’t hear. 

      Oh, God, forgive me when I whine. 

      I have two ears; the world is mine. 

 

      With feet to take me where I’d go, 

      With eyes to see the sunset’s glow, 

      With ears to hear what I’d know, 

      Oh, God, forgive me when I whine. 

      I’ve been blessed indeed, the world is mine. 
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Local History Society Lectures  

July 2021 

 

Due to Government restrictions on public meetings and indoor 

gatherings as a public health measure to reduce the spread of Covid-

19, the following events are being held online or via Zoom - donation/

charge may apply. 

 

The Genealogical Society of Ireland 

 

Pat Scanlan will present ‘Scanlan Families of Castlemahon, Co. Limerick 

&amp; U.S.A., famine, emigration, Fenianism, Poetry and Life’ on Zoom 

at 8 p.m. on Tuesday July 13 th - members only.The ‘July Open Morning 

Meeting’ will take place at 11 a.m. on Wednesday July 28 th -members 

only. 

 

The Old Dublin Society 

 

Cormac Moore will present ‘The GAA v Douglas Hyde: The Removal of 

Ireland’s First President as GAA Patron’ on Zoom at 7.30 p.m. on 

Wednesday July 14 th - members only. 

 

The Medal Society of Ireland 

 

Jim Herlihy will present ‘‘The Black and Tans’ on Zoom at 8 p.m. on 

Monday July 19 th - members only. 

 

A Little Piece of Local History 

 

Heavy rain which fell on Thursday September 4 th and Friday September 

5 th 1919 was followed a period of good hot and sunny weather which 

enabled farmers in Shankill and the surrounding area to dry their corn 

which dried very quickly. 
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Publications 

‘Truce - Murder, Myth and the Last Days of the Irish War of Independ-

ence’ by Pádraig Óg Ó Ruairc, published by Mercier Press, Ireland’s old-

est independent publishing house, ISBN 978 1 78117 385 5, Ills., 384 pps. 

 

During this month as part of the Decade of Centenaries, the centenary 

of the Truce, which marked the end of the War of Independence, will 

be commemorated on July 11 th , possibly during the National Day of 

Commemoration ceremonies. For this book the author looks at the 

numerous events and incidents that took place between the three days 

of July 8 th 1921 when the Truce was agreed to July 11 th 1921 when it 

came into force during which sixty people were killed. The author points 

out that for over a century the truth surrounding these killings has been 

conveniently overlooked and replaced with numerous myths and 

propaganda invented by politicians, historians and newspaper column-

ists to support the idea that the IRA embarked on a campaign to kill as 

many people as possible before the Truce came into force, most of 

whom were ‘soft targets’ and for this excellent and engrossing 

book the author goes back to the facts to separate fact from fiction to 

show what actually happened. 

The opening chapter outlines the long road to establishing the Truce 

which had many false starts and where intransience shown by both 

sides, often over very minor issues, delayed its implementation, which 

although anticipated at various times, did not occur until July 1921 with 

the result that the ordinary rank and file in the IRA and British Army 

had no idea what was going on as the negotiations were carried out in 

secret to the extent that when the Truce was announced it came as a 

surprise to many of them, and to the general public. 

Once the Truce was agreed, time had to be allowed for details of the 

Truce to be conveyed to IRA and British Army units all over Ireland due 

to the limited means of communication in use at that time so a three-

day interval between announcement and implementation was institut-

ed to allow this to take place but some IRA operations which 

took place during this interval were due to that fact that unit com-

manders had not received this information in time or did not receive it 

until after the Truce had come into force and was not a last minute at-

tempt by them to engage with Crown forces as portrayed by some 

commentators. According to statistical analysis of the IRA’s operations, 

contrary to views expressed by a number of commentators, journalists 

and historians, there was no specific campaign against those consid-

ered ‘soft targets’, members of the RIC, Protestants, or those 

considered informers. The author makes the point that some of those  



 allegedly killed during this three-day period were killed on other dates 

and cites a number of examples where these have been incorrectly 

included in this three-day period When the Truce was announced 

those under sentence of death by the British were reprieved while a 

number of persons held by the IRA were released unharmed. 

Two distinct chapters - ‘Pre-Truce Offensives and IRA Operations, 8-11 

July 1921’and ‘Fatalities Inflicted by the British Forces’ look at what hap-

pened during these three days while ‘Belfast’s Bloody Sunday’ looks the 

wide spread civil disorder that took place there including a full table of 

those killed in that city on July 10 th /11 th 1921. One excellent Appen-

dix is one listing ‘Fatalities mentioned in the text that occurred 

after the announcement of the Truce’ broken down by name, status 

i.e. civilian, IRA volunteer, Black &amp; Tan, British Soldier, RIC member, 

and cause of death. In the chapter ‘The Execution of Suspected Spies’, 

the author reveals that the IRA killed 184 civilians during the War of In-

dependence, discussing some of the cases citied in it and providing in-

depth tables by county showing who was executed, supplemented by 

a table ‘Suspected spies killed by the IRA listed on the Compensation 

Commission’ which includes the interesting column ‘Acceptance of 

British Liability’ which reveals that in some cases the suspected execut-

ed spy was working for the British or had provided them with 

information. In any event the decision by the IRA to execute someone 

for spying or providing information to the Crown forces was not taken 

lightly. 

In the chapter ‘Fatalities inflicted by the British Forces’ Ó Ruairc reveals 

that the term ‘shot while trying to escape’ was a euphemism frequently 

used by the British forces to cover- up their killing of captured IRA men 

or those suspected of being IRA members even though there was a 

specific instruction that all those arrested were to be handcuffed 

though in some of these cases cited, this was not the case. 

The activities of a Murder Gang in Dublin is also explored as in the city 

and suburbs a bitter intelligence war was waged between Crown forc-

es and the Squad and the Dublin Brigade Active Service Units with the 

former engaging in the shooting of targeted individuals, usually at 

night, operations which continued right up to the start of the Truce, 

with the author citing several of these. 

This is really a fascinating book in which the author successfully separat-

ed myth from fact to provide the reader with a true and accurate pic-

ture of what happened in Ireland from the time the Truce was declared 

to its commencement and an essential book to add to one’s collection 

of titles on the War of Independence and Irish History in general. 

James Scannell 
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Walking to Gaza 

  

It all started with an email. As I had been awarded a bursary to take a 

course in St George’s College (deferred to 2022), was I interested in 

getting involved in walking to raise funds for Al-Ahli Hospital in Gaza? 

Both Al-Ahli and St George’s College are part of the Anglican Diocese 

of Jerusalem, which is linked to our own Dioceses of Dublin and 

Glendalough. 

 I turned to Google Maps, which turned out to be more difficult than I 

was used to. Reflecting the stranglehold which Israel keeps on Gaza 

and the West Bank, Google will not propose journeys which cross these 

borders. But the straight line distance is about 80km, and you can figure 

a driving distance of around 110km. So ”Walk 100km from Jerusalem to 

Gaza” was born. 

 Personally, the timing was fortuitous. I had retired at the end of April, 

and needed to be more active as summer approached. Walking 100km 

over three weeks was just the sort of challenge I needed. Marked paths 

around Bray Head, together with Belmont and Kilruddery, provide lots of 

permutations on the doorstep. Add Glendalough, Vartry Lakes and 

Killiney Hill and clocking up 100km stays interesting, and isn’t so hard. 

But let’s not lose sight of the reason for walking. Ahli Arab Hospital is the 

oldest hospital in Gaza, founded in 1882, and in Arabic, its name means 

“The Arab People’s Hospital”. Travel restrictions and a crippling 

blockade are a daily reality for Palestinian refugees in Gaza. For 

thousands of families, Ahli Hospital and its free community clinic remain 

a safe haven of peace and compassion in the midst of the recent 

chaos. 

 Many thanks for your support, moral and financial. I aim to get to 

Jerusalem next February, although Gaza is likely off-limits. I’ll keep you 

posted. 

 David 

Diocesan Appeal for the Al-Ahli Hospital 

 

Many thanks to all of you who supported the Diocesan appeal 

for the Al-Ahli Hospital in Gaza. The overall target of €10,000 was 

swept away, with a final total of €17,874.50. The Bray contribu-

tion, both given to David and tagged online, came to €2,033 

(wow!). 
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Dates for your Diary July and August 2021 

(Please note the change in the service sequence for the Summer 

months) 

 

Sunday 4 th  July    11am Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 11 th July   11am Morning Prayer 

 

Sunday 18 th July   11am Morning Prayer 

 

Sunday 25 th July   11am Family Service 

 

Sunday 1 st August   11am Morning Prayer 

 

Sunday 8 th August   11am Morning Prayer 

 

Sunday 15 th August   11am Morning Prayer  

 

Sunday 22 nd August   11am Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 29 th August   11am A Service Launching Our  

      New Season of Parish Activities 
 

Services are In-Church, subject to a maximum of 50 attendees 

and social distancing guidelines. Services are also available to 

view live or watch a recording later at: 

www.churchservices.tv/christchurchbray. 
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