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CHRIST CHURCH, BRAY 

 

Morning Prayer 
 

The Second Sunday after the 
Epiphany 

 
11am Sunday 17th January 2021 

               
(live stream www.churchservices.tv/christchurchbray) 

 
The Bells of Christ Church Bray 

 

Musical Prelude 

 

The Gathering of God’s People  

 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all 
and also with you.   
 
Hymn 385 
 
1 Rise and hear!  The Lord is speaking,  
   as the gospel words unfold;  
we, in all our age-long seeking,  
   find no firmer truth to hold.  
  
2 Word of goodness, truth, and beauty,  
   heard by simple folk and wise,  
word of freedom, word of duty,  
   word of life beyond our eyes.  
  
3 Word of God's forgiveness granted   
   to the wild or guilty soul,  
word of love that works undaunted,  
   changes, heals, and makes us whole.  
  
4 Speak to us, O Lord, believing,  
   as we hear, the sower sows;  
may our hearts, your word receiving,  
   be the good ground where it grows.   H. C. A. Gaunt  (1902-83) based on  Mark 4: 1-20  
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God of abiding love,  

present in all our beginnings,  

acquainted with all of our ways,  

intricately woven into the depths of all things –  

You understand our thoughts from far off,  

and know our ways intimately.  

As we gather to worship You,  

nothing is hidden from You.  

May we recognise Your voice in our midst.  

As we gather to give You thanks and praise,  

may we relish all of the days You have written for us.  

As we sing, pray and tell our stories,  

Grant that when we come to the end of ourselves  

we would find You. 

 
O Lord, open our lips, 
and our mouth will proclaim your praise.  
 
Let us worship the Lord.  
All praise to his name. 
 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Penitence  
God our Father, we come to you in sorrow for our sins.  
For turning away from you,  
and ignoring your will for our lives;  
Father, forgive us:  
save us and help us.  
 
For behaving just as we wish,  
without thinking of you;  
Father, forgive us:  
save us and help us.  
 
For failing you by what we do,  
and think and say;  
Father, forgive us:  
save us and help us.  
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For letting ourselves be drawn away from you  
by temptations in the world about us;  
Father, forgive us:  
save us and help us.  
 
For living as if we were ashamed  
to belong to your Son;  
Father, forgive us:  
save us and help us.  
 
May almighty God forgive us, and give us the courage and strength of the Holy Spirit to turn 
away from sin and to follow Christ. Amen. 
  
Your word is a lantern to my feet 
and a light upon our path. c.f. Psalm 119:105 
  
O Lord, your word is everlasting: 
it stands firm for ever in the heavens. c.f. Psalm 119:89 
  
Let us then receive the word of the Lord. 
so may the light of your presence shine into our hearts. 
 
 

Proclaiming and Receiving the Word  

 
1 Samuel 3: 1-10 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in 
those days; visions were not widespread. 
2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was 
lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down 
in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! 
Samuel!’* and he said, ‘Here I am!’ 5and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ 
But he said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and lay down. 6The Lord called again, 
‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he 
said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ 7Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and 
the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8The Lord called Samuel again, a 
third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli 
perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; 
and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel 
went and lay down in his place. 
10 Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel 
said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’ 
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Hymn 701 
 
Jubilate, ev’rybody,   
serve the Lord in all your ways,   
and come before his presence singing:   
enter now his courts with praise.  
For the Lord our God is gracious,   
and his mercy everlasting.  
Jubilate, jubilate, jubilate Deo!  

Fred Dunn (1907-1979)  

  
 
John 1: 43-51 
 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow 
me.’ 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ 46Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything 
good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ 47When Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is 
no deceit!’ 48Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I 
saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ 49Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the 
Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ 50Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you 
that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ 51And he said to 
him, ‘Very truly, I tell you,* you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending 
and descending upon the Son of Man.’ 
 
Collect of the Word 
Eternal God, 
whose Son, Jesus Christ, is now exalted as Lord of all, 
and pours out his gifts upon the Church: 
grant it that unity which only your Spirit can give, 
keep us in the bond of peace, 
and bring all creation to worship before your throne; 
through Jesus Christ our redeemer, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen 
   
 
Sermon 
 

javascript:void(0);


5 
 

The Response to God’s Word 

 
Let us confess the faith of the Church.  

We believe in God the Father, 

who made the world. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, his Son, 

who redeemed humankind. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God. 

cf 1 Corinthians 15.3-7  

The Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord of hosts is with us. 

The God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 

Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, 
in Christ you make all things new: 
Transform the poverty of our nature 
by the riches of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Eternal God,  

Present among us.  

You are with us in our gathering,  

You are with us in our distancing.  

Hear our prayers,  

and blend our voices together,  

unite us by Your Spirit  

as we join together in the prayer that Jesus taught us to pray,  

in the language of our heart... 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, we pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven: 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
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on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
 

Going Out as God’s People  

 
Keep us, heavenly Father, under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

You have called us here, O God, 

And now you call us out, you call us on, you call us forwards. 

As we go from here, O God, 

We know your Spirit goes before us. 

Guide us, by that Spirit, to know your voice when you call, to follow in your way, and 

to bring your Kingdom closer, today. 

 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

And the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us now and forever more. Amen. 

 
Hymn 219 
    
From heav’n you came, helpless babe,  
entered our world, your glory veiled;  
not to be served but to serve,  
and give your life that we might live.  
   
This is our God, the Servant King,  
he calls us now to follow him,  
to bring our lives as a daily offering  
of worship to the Servant King.  
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There in the garden of tears,  
my heavy load he chose to bear;  
his heart with sorrow was torn,  
‘Yet not my will but yours’, he said.  
   
Come see his hands and feet,  
the scars that speak of sacrifice,  
hands that flung stars into space  
to cruel nails surrendered.  
  
So let us learn how to serve,  
and in our lives enthrone him;  
each other’s needs to prefer  
for it is Christ we’re serving.  
 
Recessional music 
 
 
 

Next Sunday 24th January 
11am Family Service 

 
Until further notice all services are available to view online only (livestream or watch a 

recording later) at www.churchservices.tv/christchurchbray  

 

Rev. Baden Stanley  
Baden is currently on sick leave.  

For any pastoral queries please contact David Reynolds at 087 918 7792. For general 
queries please email Tracey Kerr at christchurchbray@gmail.com or leave a message on 

the parish office landline 01 282 2968 
 

christchurchbray@gmail.com // facebook.com/christchurchbray 
www.christchurchbray.ie 
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