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CHRIST CHURCH, BRAY 

 
 

In Church and available to view or watch a recording later at 
www.churchservices.tv/christchurchbray 

 
 

 
Musical introduction  

 

The Gathering of God’s People  

 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all 
and also with you.   
 
Hymn 136 On Jordan’s Bank (see page 9) 
 
The Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 
Advent 2 
  
Prophet voices loudly crying, 
making pathways clear;  
glimpsing glory,  
self-denying, calling all to hear.  
Through their message - challenged, shaken – hearts awaken: 
God is near! 
 
God our Father,  
you spoke to the prophets of old 
of a saviour who would bring peace. 
You helped them to spread the joyful message 
of his coming Kingdom. 
Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, 

Morning Prayer 

 

Advent 2 

 

11am Sunday 6th December 2020 
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to share with those around us 
The good news of your power and love. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
The light who is coming into the world. 
 
O Lord, open our lips, 
and our mouth will proclaim your praise.  
 
Let us worship the Lord.  
All praise to his name. 
 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Penitence  
 
A voice cries out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ 
So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith. 
cf John 1.23 
  
Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations 
into the peace of your kingdom: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
You come in word and sacrament 
to strengthen us in holiness: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
  
You will come in glory 
with salvation for your people: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
 

Proclaiming and Receiving the Word  

 
Canticle: Venite 
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Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13 
 
1  Lord, you were gracious to your land;  
   you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
2  You forgave the offence of your people  
   and covered all their sins. 
8  I will listen to what the Lord God will say,  
   for he shall speak peace to his people and to the faithful, 
      that they turn not again to folly. 
9  Truly, his salvation is near to those who fear him,  
   that his glory may dwell in our land. 
10  Mercy and truth are met together,  
   righteousness and peace have kissed each other; 
11  Truth shall spring up from the earth  
   and righteousness look down from heaven. 
12  The Lord will indeed give all that is good,  
   and our land will yield its increase. 
13  Righteousness shall go before him  
   and direct his steps in the way. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and  to the  Holy  Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
 
The Readings 
 
Isaiah 40: 1-11 
Comfort, O comfort my people, 
   says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
   and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
   that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
   double for all her sins. 
 
3 A voice cries out: 
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
   and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
   and the rough places a plain. 
5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
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   and all people shall see it together, 
   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 
 
6 A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ 
   And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 
All people are grass, 
   their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
   when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
   surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades; 
   but the word of our God will stand for ever. 
9 Get you up to a high mountain, 
   O Zion, herald of good tidings;* 
lift up your voice with strength, 
   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,* 
   lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
   ‘Here is your God!’ 
10 See, the Lord God comes with might, 
   and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
   and his recompense before him. 
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
   he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
   and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 
Choir - Prepare the way of the Lord (Taizé)  
 
Judges 9: 1-21 
9Now Abimelech son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem to his mother’s kinsfolk and said to 
them and to the whole clan of his mother’s family, 2‘Say in the hearing of all the lords of 
Shechem, “Which is better for you, that all seventy of the sons of Jerubbaal rule over you, 
or that one rule over you?” Remember also that I am your bone and your flesh.’ 3So his 
mother’s kinsfolk spoke all these words on his behalf in the hearing of all the lords of 
Shechem; and their hearts inclined to follow Abimelech, for they said, ‘He is our 
brother.’ 4They gave him seventy pieces of silver out of the temple of Baal-berith with 
which Abimelech hired worthless and reckless fellows, who followed him. 5He went to his 
father’s house at Ophrah, and killed his brothers the sons of Jerubbaal, seventy men, on 
one stone; but Jotham, the youngest son of Jerubbaal, survived, for he hid himself. 6Then all 
the lords of Shechem and all Beth-millo came together, and they went and made Abimelech 
king, by the oak of the pillar* at Shechem. 
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7 When it was told to Jotham, he went and stood on the top of Mount Gerizim, and cried 
aloud and said to them, ‘Listen to me, you lords of Shechem, so that God may listen to you. 
8 The trees once went out 
   to anoint a king over themselves. 
So they said to the olive tree, 
   “Reign over us.” 
9 The olive tree answered them, 
   “Shall I stop producing my rich oil 
     by which gods and mortals are honoured, 
     and go to sway over the trees?” 
10 Then the trees said to the fig tree, 
   “You come and reign over us.” 
11 But the fig tree answered them, 
   “Shall I stop producing my sweetness 
     and my delicious fruit, 
     and go to sway over the trees?” 
12 Then the trees said to the vine, 
   “You come and reign over us.” 
13 But the vine said to them, 
   “Shall I stop producing my wine 
     that cheers gods and mortals, 
     and go to sway over the trees?” 
14 So all the trees said to the bramble, 
   “You come and reign over us.” 
15 And the bramble said to the trees, 
   “If in good faith you are anointing me king over you, 
     then come and take refuge in my shade; 
   but if not, let fire come out of the bramble 
     and devour the cedars of Lebanon.” 
16 ‘Now therefore, if you acted in good faith and honour when you made Abimelech king, 
and if you have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have done to him as his actions 
deserved— 17for my father fought for you, and risked his life, and rescued you from the 
hand of Midian; 18but you have risen up against my father’s house this day, and have killed 
his sons, seventy men on one stone, and have made Abimelech, the son of his slave-
woman, king over the lords of Shechem, because he is your kinsman— 19if, I say, you have 
acted in good faith and honour towards Jerubbaal and towards his house this day, then 
rejoice in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you; 20but if not, let fire come out from 
Abimelech, and devour the lords of Shechem, and Beth-millo; and let fire come out from 
the lords of Shechem, and from Beth-millo, and devour Abimelech.’ 21Then Jotham ran 
away and fled, going to Beer, where he remained for fear of his brother Abimelech 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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A Collect of the Word  
Merciful God, 
you sent your messengers the prophets 
to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: 
give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, 
that we may greet with joy 
the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen  
 
Sermon 

Our theme for today: The Parable of the Trees 

 

The Response to God’s Word 

 
Affirmation of Faith 
 
Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, 
with all your soul, 
with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. 
This is the first and the great commandment. 
The second is like it: 
Love your neighbour as yourself. 
There is no commandment greater than these. 
 
The Prayers of the People  
 

Lord, in your mercy: 

hear our prayer. 

 

Merciful Father, 

accept these our prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
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Collect of the day 

Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and will send him again to be our judge: 
Give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Advent Collect 

Almighty God, 
Give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light 
now in the time of this mortal life 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, we pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven: 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.  
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Going Out as God’s People  

 
May God the Father, 
who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son, 
give you grace to prepare for life eternal. 
Amen. 
  
May God the Son, 
who comes to us as redeemer and judge, 
reveal to you the path from darkness to light. 
Amen. 
  
May God the Holy Spirit, 
by whose working the Virgin Mary conceived the Christ, 
help you bear the fruits of holiness. 
Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you and remain with you always.   Amen. 
 
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
Hymn  129 - How lovely on the Mountains (see page 9)
  
 
Recessional music 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 13th December 
11am Morning Prayer 

In-Church and available to view live stream or watch a recording later at 
www.churchservices.tv/christchurchbray 
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Hymn 136 

 

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry   

announces that the Lord is nigh;   

awake and hearken, for he brings   

glad tidings of the King of kings.  

  

Then cleansed be every heart from sin;   

make straight the way for God within;   

prepare we in our hearts a home,   

where such a mighty guest may come.  

  

For thou art our salvation, Lord,   

our refuge and our great reward;   

without thy grace we waste away,   

like flowers that wither and decay.  

  

To heal the sick stretch forth thine hand,   

and bid the fallen sinner stand;   

shine forth, and let thy light restore   

earth’s own true loveliness once more.  

  

All praise, eternal Son, to thee,   

whose advent doth thy people free;   

whom with the Father we adore,   

and Holy Ghost for evermore.  

  

Charles Coffin (1676-1749)  

 
 
 
 

Hymn 129 

 

How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him  

who brings good news, good news,  

announcing peace, proclaiming news of 

happiness:  

our God reigns, our God reigns!  

   

Our God reigns! (4 times)  

   

You watchmen, lift your voices joyfully as one,  

shout for your king, your king!  

See eye to eye the Lord restoring Zion:  

our God reigns. our God reigns!  

   

Our God reigns! (4 times)  

   

Waste places of Jerusalem, break forth with joy!  

We are redeemed, redeemed.  

The Lord has saved and comforted his people:  

our God reigns. our God reigns!  

   

Our God reigns! (4 times)  

   

Ends of the earth, see the salvation of our God!  

Jesus is Lord, is Lord!  

Before the nations he has bared his holy arm:  

our God reigns. our God reigns!  

   

Our God reigns! (4 times)  
   

Leonard E. Smith Jnr (b. 1942)  

based on Isaiah 52: 7-10  

 
 
 

Rev. Baden Stanley 087 948 4407 (day off Tuesday) 
Lay Minister: David Reynolds 087 918 7792 

Parish Office -286 2968 
 

Tracey is working from home but please do email or leave a phone message. 
christchurchbray@gmail.com // facebook.com/christchurchbray 

www.christchurchbray.ie 
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