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CHRIST CHURCH – PARISH OF BRAY 

  

Rector:  Rev. Baden Stanley  0879484407 

(day off Tuesday) 

 

Lay Minister: David Reynolds 

The Rectory, Church Road, Bray 
t 

Parish Office:   
 Tel / 01 2862968 

Office Hours - Monday - Thursday 9am—1pm  
 
 

e mail:  christchurchbray@gmail.com 
website www.christchurchbray.ie 

www.facebook.com/christchurchbray  
 

In Touch email: intouchbray@gmail.com  

Organist & Music Director: John Morris 

  

Mothers’ Union 

Meets 2nd   Monday of the month in PLC @ 8pm 

 

  Hall Bookings –Contact Parish Office 

 

 Bellringing: Jason Warnock & Simon O’Connor 

 

In Emergency 

For Pastoral or other emergencies, phone Rev. Baden Stanley 087 948 
4407 . Please do leave a message if there is no response –phones may be 
switched to silent during church services, home visits, meetings 
etc.Please make immediate contact in cases of sickness, hospitalisation, 
or bereavement. Do not assume that somebody else has done so. 
Remember hospitals and hospital chaplains are not permitted to inform 
the clergy that someone is in hospital.  
 
 



From the RectorY: CLOSING IN ON CHRISTMAS 

 

As new restrictions come into place for 

the next four weeks that will significantly 

affect the interaction between house-

holds, we are conscious that a radical 

rethink will be needed as to how we ‘do’ 

Christmas as a parish community. The un-

knowing of what restrictions will be in 

place in ten weeks’ time may make it difficult to plan, but in a strange 

way it actually allows us to imagine. While there will be more details in 

our next Parish magazine (coming out at the end of November), can we 

just highlight two things for now: 

1. Whatever is happening in the world around us, our celebrations 

of Advent and Christmas will go ahead, albeit in a very different 

way than usual. 

2. Plans are already emerging to go ahead with some version of 

Classics by Candlelight on Advent Sunday (29 th November) at 

7pm. Almost certainly to be online, we feel it is important to pro-

vide a peace-filled opportunity to prepare and reflect at the be-

ginning of Advent. 

More details will be available on all our online platforms, especially our 

Facebook and Whats App. 

Remembering 

As it happens, All Saint’s Day, (1 st November) falls on a Sunday this year. 

We use this first Sunday in November to remember all our loved ones 

who have died in recent days, weeks, months and years. This year our 

remembering takes on a particular depth as we don’t just grieve the ab-

sence of those who have died, but also those who are far from us, or 

nearby but not visitable. There is a depth of grief and anguish in our soci-

ety at the moment that is almost tangible. Our Remembering Service on 

1 st November at 11am (online only) will seek to help us connect with 

that grief but also to find the beginnings of healing within the everlasting 

aims of almighty God. If you have names of loved ones you would like 

read out during this service please WhatsApp, text or ring Baden 087 948 

4407.  

On Sunday 8th November (Remembrance Sunday), again at 11am and 

online only, we will remember and honour all those who died (and con-

tinue to die) in times of war. While adhering to the rule and the spirit of 

the current restrictions we will be looking at involving as many as possible 

in this service of Remembrance. 

 



Armistice Day (Remembrance Day), Wednesday 11 th November will 

see our usual Short Act of Remembrance, albeit online in our Epiphany 

Chapel. This will be livestreamed and recorded, but should technology 

fail us at any stage, please be assured that our worship and solemn cer-

emonies continue whether you can join us or not. We will continue to 

follow our over-arching theme of ‘God Saves His People’ throughout 

the coming weeks and months. 

Our Sorrows 

A number of our parishioners have been bereaved over recent weeks, 

our thoughts, prayers and love are with each one. Our heartfelt sympa-

thy goes to Marjorie Keane on the death of her lifelong friend Joan 

Pobjoy. Also to Catherine Ball on the death of her brother, Kevin Ste-

phens. Many of you will remember Josephine (Jo) Glynn who lived origi-

nally on the Dargle with her late husband, Eric, then in Herbert Park, 

and for the past few years with her daughter Erika in England. Jo 

passed away peacefully recently and we remember her with much 

love and a smile as she was such a character. 

We were saddened to hear of the passing of our friend and neighbour, 

Betty Shields. Betty and Tom had such a long and fun filled journey in 

our parish community before their move to England in May 2019 to be 

closer to their children Mark and Karen. In hindsight, such a wise move, 

as they all got such precious time together that would have been so 

much harder to achieve within Covid restrictions. Our love to Tom, Mark 

and Karen as they grieve and celebrate. 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to Arthur Fortune on the peaceful 

passing of his mother, Muriel Fortune (nee Crampton). Please keep Ar-

thur, his family and all who were blessed to share their journey with Muri-

el in your thoughts and prayers.  

We have just received word that a former parishioner, Violet Bates, be-

came suddenly unwell and died on the 7th October in hospital. Her 

family were parishioners of Christ Church Bray up until the early 1990s 

when they moved to Greystones.  

They were last in Christ Church for the beautiful Carol service last year 

and really enjoyed catching up with old fiends; our thoughts and pray-

ers are with Violet’s family and friends at this time.  

We as a family have really appreciated the outpouring of love, prayers, 

cards, flowers and food from you all on the sudden passing of Avril’s 

Dad, Matt Costello. Matt was a remarkable man, frequently attending 

parish events and services with his beloved Hazel. Always among the   



very last to leave, his sudden passing has stunned us all as a family but 

we are so very grateful for his life, his love, his wisdom and his freedom 

now in God’s nearer presence and Joy. The following is Avril’s tribute to 

her Dad, which she read at his funeral. 

Matthew — Our Man of Aran - Our Dad /Grandad 

Our Dad was the epitome of Love. Love for his family was just central to 

who he was as a person. Every single message over the last few days 

described him as a true gent and it was him to a tee. He just loved any 

social occasion. For a quiet man he always seemed to have a lot to 

talk to people about and he was the last to leave any event. We used 

to joke that we thought women were the best talkers! 

Central to his very being was his love for my Mum, Hazel. She could do 

no wrong (well unless she wanted to disturb stuff in his precious shed or 

garage!) She was his everything and a lthough we were very important 

we were the satellites that revolved around her. 

A gentle soul his strength showed through like the fierce waves of the 

ocean that he loved so much. The valiant fight he gave the last year 

was incredible. He knew once he stopped walking he’d be stuck in a 

wheelchair so walking he kept doing even though at times it took him 

an age to cross the room. Slowly and methodically was his way, time 

and rushing were not part of his vocabulary. 

There will never be anyone quite like our Dad, the man of Aran, the 

epitome of Love. 

Congratulations 

To Mark Davidson and 

Jordan O’Regan who 

were married in Christ 

Church Bray in August. 

With the restrictions at 

the time, there was a 

small ceremony in the 

Church, followed by a 

larger outdoor gathering 

and blessing at Jordan’s 

home near Kilcroney.  

A truly wonderful day for 

a beautiful genuine cou-

ple who have known 

each other since primary 

school. We wish them every blessing in married life together.  



Every so often events (and God’s 

grace) conspire to connect peo-

ple who would not otherwise have 

met. This was certainly true when 

Chris Healy (from Cork), met Sarita 

Kirves (from Finland) at a wedding. 

They got married in Finland and 

planned a blessing ceremony in 

the beautiful surroundings of Kill-

ruddery with a clergy friend from 

the UK in early September. Their 

friend couldn’t travel (he was ac-

tually stuck in Mallorca) so I was 

asked to step in. In a year of very 

different, but truly wonderful wed-

dings for Diarmaid and Shauna, 

Mark and Jordan; it was lovely to 

be also part of this celebration for 

Chris and Sarita. 

Congratulations also to Sabrina Wilkin and Neil Cremins on their en-

gagement recently.  

 

Alannah O’Connor was chris-

tened, (with close family pre-

sent), on Sunday 30 th August. 

While she wasn’t too sure what 

was happening, it was a great 

occasion for her big sister Sor-

cha and her parents Simon 

and Danielle (isn’t it great to 

have good news stories in the 

midst of all the madness!). 

 

 
 



Harvest Services 

While Harvest was obviously very different this year, it kind-of worked. 

Our thanks to Hilary and Sally for decorating the communion table and 

main Church in such lovely autumnal colours. Please remember that 

our recorded services remain on the system for 90 days. If you want to 

go back and have a look visit www.churchservices.tv/christchurchbray. 

With so much going on it is really important that we give thanks to God 

for all his provision. 

 

 

Baden 
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Support for parents of teenagers in these Covid 19 times 

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs has a website called the 

Parents Centre and this has information and support for parents during 

the time of this pandemic. The information and support ranges from 

parenting and wellbeing to learning and resources. https://www.gov.ie/

en/campaigns/parents-centre/ 

The Department of Education and Skills has a national educational  psy-

chological service NEPS which has published advice on how to talk to 

and with teenagers and younger children about Covid 19. https://

www.education.ie/en/TheDepartment/Announcements/talking-to-

children-and-young-people-about-covid-19-coronavirus-advice-for-

parentsand-schools.pdf 

There is also advice on supporting children and young peopleʼs mental 

health from CAMHS  child and adolescent metal health services.https://

www2.hse.ie/wellbeing/mental-health/child-and-adolescent-mental-

health-services/ introduction-to-camhs.html 

If the worst happens Barnarodos has a childrenʼs bereavement service. 

https://www.barnardos.ie/our-services/work-with-families/bereavement

-services 

Parentline https://www.parentline.ie/  is a free, national, confidential, 

helpline offering ‘support, information and guidanceʼ on all parenting 

issues. You can ring them on 1890 927 277. 

Barnardos is also providing telephone support for parents in response to 

Covid 19 and their number is 1800 910 123 and it is available from 10.00 

to 14.00 Monday to Friday. 

In partnership with the Irish Hospice Foundation there is a network of 

support for grieving children and teenagers at https://

www.childhoodbereavement.ie/professionals/online-childhood-

bereavement-resources/ 

Care for the Family who have been providing resources for our parent-

ing courses have several suggestions for parents at this time.  They have 

articles on their website supporting parents, supporting marriages and 

dealing with bereavement. https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/family-

life/covid-19-support-for-your-family 

Care for the Family also have an online bereavement support at 

https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/ bereavement-support-

events 
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There is also a good resource page in the Church of Ireland website 

https://www.ireland.anglican.org/parish-resources/ 607/covid19-

resources-for-family-activities  

There is also a range os resources from the MothersʼUnion, not 

specifically for parents of teenagers but general including prayer, ideas 

for crafts and other activities which might be helpful. https://

www.mothersunion.org/resourcessupport-us-challenging-times 

I hope that this is helpful for anyone who is supporting teenagers at this 

time. I would also say that talking to friends and family can also prove 

very supportive and even making a small group Zoom call, free for up to 

40 minutes, can be very comforting.  

Heather Godfrey, 

Parenting Coordinator 

Dublin & Glendalough Diocese 

Mothers' Union 

 

 

Walton Lectures on Science and Religion 

 

The 2020 E.T.S. Walton Lectures on Science and Religion will be given by: 

Prof. Katharine Hayhoe 

(Climate Science Center, Texas Tech University) 

 "Climate Change: Facts, Fictions, and our Faith" 

  Thursday 29 October 2020    

  8 pm (Irish Standard Time) 

The lecture will be live streamed on YouTube: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNGioY10blE . 

For more information on the Walton Lectures see: https://

www.cis.org.uk/ireland/walton/ . 

Peter van der Burgt 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNGioY10blE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNGioY10blE
https://www.cis.org.uk/ireland/walton/
https://www.cis.org.uk/ireland/walton/
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During this Covid period when I can’t visit my lovely granddaughters, I 

have been writing some thoughts and memories of when I was small. I 

thought that I would share one of these with you and that it might en-

courage you to remember your own early years.  

Carol 

Birthday Parties 

My favourite party dress was yellow. It had short, puffed sleeves with a 

band to finish them, a tight bodice and a full skirt. Under the skirt were 

several layers of netting and then on top a spotted yellow tulle. I was so 

proud of it. Over this I wore a fluffy short sleeved bolero and there is no 

doubt I was the bees knees. 

When it was the day for my birthday party which was usually a Saturday, 

I was sent up to have a bath and get dressed in this party dress with 

white socks and well polished brown shoes. The fire was lit in the dining 

room and the table pushed back against the wall. I didn’t make the 

sandwiches or the cake but Mum was all business with my granny in the 

kitchen. 

The party usually started at three o’clock and I was ready nice and ear-

ly. I waited outside on the front steps hoping that everyone I had invited 

would turn up. It strikes me now that I don’t know how they got to our 

house. Maybe by bus, as most people didn’t have cars or maybe my 

dad picked them up. Or just maybe they walked. There would usually 

be about ten or fifteen girls from school and from Brownies. 

The wait was hard, hoping that people would come but they always did 

and brought presents which I was allowed to open at the party. I knew 

that no matter what it was even if it was a jigsaw I already had or a 

manicure set which I wasn’t keen on or a set of handkerchiefs, I had to 

sound really pleased and thank them politely. 

Most of my friends wore party dresses and had ribbons in their hair. Mum 

would put their coats on a bed and then we would play the first games, 

usually Ring a Ring of Rosies . At this stage as we joined hands, you could 

feel how cold people were as it was the end of October and party 

dresses were really for the summer. Woolly scarves and hats and gloves 

would have been left with the coats. 
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The first few games were ring games like The Farmer wants a wife or 

Wallflowers, wallflowers growing up so high, and then we would have 

oranges and lemons with its ‘chip, chop the last man’s head comes 

completely right off. Then you had to whisper which side you chose, a 

game of partisanship really. Nuts in May was a two sided game also. 

Then there would be a pass the parcel so we sat on the cool floor tiles 

to pass it as the radio was turned to some music and we passed the 

newspaper wrapped parcel around. In the centre we probably found a 

six penny bar of chocolate. Now that was exciting. 

Tea followed our games with sandwiches, only one at a time on our 

carefully arranged side plates with a treat of a paper serviette. Orange 

squash in paper cups maybe with a stripy paper straw. These straws al-

ways closed up before you had finished your orange squash. We were 

expected to sit down and eat politely. Crisps followed giving the meal 

an exotic touch and if we were lucky, cocktail sausages! 

Then the lights were turned off and the cake with its lighted candles 

was brought in with singing and clapping. A big blow and the candles 

were extinguished and then a small slice of cake was passed around to 

each person. 

After tea we had fireworks, a very illegal demonstration, brought from 

Omagh by my Uncle Sam. Every year I imagined that it wouldn’t be 

dark enough to see the fireworks, but magically it always was. Sam and 

my Dad lit the fireworks standing beside the sea wall and we stood out 

on the steps. It was truly wonderful. Nobody else had this excitement on 

their birthday! We each were given a sparkler which spluttered out 

sparks on your hand but we were brave enough to hold them. At last, 

the party was over and those children whose parents hadn’t got cars 

squashed into our car and we drove them home and miracle of mira-

cles, lots of children on the roads were dressed up! How amazing that 

they celebrated my birthday as well. But, of course, it was Hallowe’en! 

Carol 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HO!   HO!  HO! 

ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE NOW………. all proceeds as usual 

to charities which more than ever need our support now due to 

COVID, they really are suffering…  If you do not wish to buy a 

tree could you please make a donation as this will be very help-

ful to the charities 

 

Orders taken NOW 

(1) From Parish Office (01) 2862968 or email christchurch-

bray@gmail.com  

(2) Order by email to wilkinsecure@hotmail.com  

(3) Order by phone George  (087) 2543113 or office  (01) 2868377  

 

Collection from Christchurch Bray on Saturday 5th December 

10am-12noon 
All trees are NON-SHREDDERS, very keen prices, we are holding 

last years prices!!!!, on behalf of all  the charities we thank you for 

your support. 

4ft,   6ft,   8ft,   10ft,  14ft 

Prices: 

4ft - €35.00 

6ft - €40.00 

8ft - €45.00 

10ft - €55.00 

14ft - €65.00 

Thank you for helping!!!!! 

Just to cheer everyone up for the festive season everyone who 

orders a tree this year, their name  will be entered into a draw for 

a bumper Christmas Hamper  and the draw will take place on 

Saturday 12th December. 

mailto:christchurchbray@gmail.com
mailto:christchurchbray@gmail.com
mailto:wilkinsecure@hotmail.com
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Did You Know These Things Had Names ? 

 

1. The space between your eyebrows is called glabella. 

2. The way it smells after the rain is called petrichor. 

3. The plastic or metallic coating at the end of your shoelaces is 

called aglet. 

4. The rumbling of stomach is actually called a wamble. 

5. The cry of a newborn baby is called vagitus. 

6. The prongs on a fork are called tines. 

7. The sheen or light that you see when you close your eyes and press 

your hands on them is called phosphenes. 

8. The tiny plastic table placed in the middle of a pizza box is called box 

tent. 

9. The day after tomorrow is called overmorrow. 

10. Your tiny toe or finger is called minimus. 

11. The wired cage that holds the cork in a bottle of champagne is 

called an agraffe. 

12. The ‘na na na’ and ‘la la la’, which don’t really have any meaning in 

the lyrics of any song, are called vocables. 

13. When you combine an exclamation mark with a question mark (like 

this ?!), it is referred to as interrobang. 

14. The space between your nostrils is called columella nasi. 

15.  The armhole in clothes, where the sleeves are sewn, is 

called armscye. 

16.  The condition of finding it difficult to get out of bed in the morning is 

called dysania.  

17.  Unreadable hand-writing is called griffonage. 

18.  The dot over an “i” of a “j” is called tittle. 

19.  That utterly sick feeling you get after eating or drinking too much is 

called crapulence. 

20.  The metallic device used to measure your feet at the shoe shop is 

called a Bannock device. 
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Love is ….. 

What does Love mean to 4-8 year old kids? Slow down for a few minutes 

to read this... 

A group of professional people posed this question to a group of 4 to 8 

year-olds, 'What does love mean?' The answers they got were broader, 

deeper, and more profound than anyone could have ever imagined! 

'When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn't bend over and paint 

her toenails anymore... So my grandfather does it for her all the time, 

even when his hands got arthritis too. That's love.' Rebecca - age 8 

'When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You 

just know that your name is safe in their mouth.' Billy - age 4 

'Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne 

and they go out and smell each other.' Karl - age 5 

'Love is when you go out to eat and give somebody most of your French 

fries without making them give you any of theirs.' Chrissy - age 6 

'Love is what makes you smile when you're tired.' Terri - age 4 

'Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a 

sip before giving it to him, to make sure the taste is OK.' Danny - age 8 

'Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening pre-

sents and just listen.' Bobby - age 7 (Wow!) 

'If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who 

you hate.' Nikka - age 6 

(we need a few million more Nikka's on this planet) 

'Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, then he wears it every day.' 

Noelle - age 7 

'Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends 

even after they know each other so well.' Tommy - age 6 

'During my piano recital, I was on a stage and I was scared. I looked at 

all the people watching me and saw my daddy waving and smiling. 

He was the only one doing that. I wasn't scared anymore.' Cindy - age 8 

'My mommy loves me more than anybody. You don't see anyone else 

kissing me to sleep at night.' Clare - age 6 
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'Love is when Mommy gives Daddy the best piece of chicken.' Elaine - 

age 5 

'Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly and sweaty and still says he is 

handsomer than Robert Redford.' Chris - age 7 

'Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone all 

day.' Mary Ann - age 4 

'I know my older sister loves me because she gives me all her old clothes 

and has to go out and buy new ones.' Lauren - age 4 

'When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up and down and little 

stars come out of you.' (what an image!) Karen - age 7 

'Love is when Mommy sees Daddy on the toilet and she doesn't think it's 

gross...' Mark - age 6 

'You really shouldn't say 'I love you' unless you mean it. But if you mean 

it, you should say it a lot. People forget.' Jessica - age 8 

And the final one: The winner was a four year old child whose next door 

neighbor was an elderly gentleman who had recently lost his wife. Upon 

seeing the man cry, the little boy went into the old gentleman's yard, 

climbed onto his lap, and just sat there. When his mother asked what he 

had said to the neighbor, the little boy said, 'Nothing, I just helped him 

cry.' 

 

Volunteer Drivers  

 

The Irish Cancer Society are looking for Volunteer Drivers in Dublin to 

bring patients in need to and from their chemotherapy appointments. 

We are really struggling at the moment so could use your assistance. 

Drivers with free weekday availability and who can commit to driving 

twice a month, please email Gail at gflinter@irishcancer.ie or call 01 

2310 566 for an application form.  

Due to the impact of the Coronavirus we are seeking drivers under the 

age of 70 years.    
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Keeping in touch …. 

During these days of restrictions when we can’t visit or get out and 

about as much as we would like, the Pastoral Team has been looking at 

other ways of keeping in touch.  As well as the great work being done 

by many in checking on friends and family by phone and text, we have 

been writing to Parishioners, particularly those in hospital, nursing homes 

and those perhaps feeling a bit isolated at home. 

It is planned to get in touch with every family in the Parish in the run up 

to Christmas.  We may not get to meet with each other often just now 

but we look forward to that being possible again. 

If you would like to receive a letter or join the team of letter writers, 

please contact Nicola Gray on: 

 Home Phone      -    01 2860820 

 Mobile                 -    0857562937 

 Email                    -    nicolagray.51again@gmail.com 

 

Contact details for the Parish: 

 Parish Office  -  01 2862968 

 Rev. Baden Stanley -  0879484407 (for Pastoral 

 Emergencies) 

 Email   -  christchurchbray@gmail.com 
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Greetings from ACT3 — the Anglican Chaplaincy Team at Third Level. 

We are the diocesan ministry to university students, which was 

commissioned 2 years ago by Archbishop Jackson. We hope that you 

were able to get some rest this summer and are doing well in the midst 

of the challenges and changes that we’re all facing at the moment.  

We simply wanted to send on a couple of things at the start of this new 

academic year: 

‘ACT 3’ is very keen to work together to find creative ways to partner to 

minister to students across the city. If you have students in your parish 

who are heading to university in Dublin (or are already studying at one) 

and would like to connect with one of the chaplains, they can find all 

our contact details at www.act3dublin.ie. We’d be very happy to help 

them settle in and find ways in which they can get involved particularly 

with the new restrictions likely to come into effect in the next few days. 

For the last five years, Scott Evans, our chaplain in UCD, has been 

running a lectionary blog called the RevoLectionary where Irish young 

adults write reflections on the coming Sunday's Gospel reading. He is 

putting together a mailing list for this and also other resources for 

university students, so please let us know if you would like to receive a 

weekly email with these and other updates about projects or events 

you or your parish might be interested to share with students in your 

parish.  

This is a very difficult time for all of us so we just want you to know we 

are here to help where we can. Please feel free to get in touch if you’d 

like more information on ACT 3, university chaplaincies or need any 

guidance for students heading to college or university! 

With every blessing,  

ACT 3  

Rev’d Rob Jones – Team Leader - info@act3dublin.ie 

Rev’d Steve Brunn - Trinity College - brunns@tcd.ie  

Scott Evans - UCD - scott.evans@ucd.ie  

Sarah Marshall - TU Dublin - sarah.marshall@tudublin.ie  

Andrew Somerville - TU Dublin - andrew.somerville@tudublin.ie 



 



 22 

Local History Society Lectures  

October 2020 

 

Due to the current Government restrictions on public meetings and 

gatherings, the need to maintain social distancing and the avoidance 

of non-essential travel to prevent the spread of Covid-19, all lectures 

and meetings of local history societies still remain cancelled/suspended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1847 and 1848 a little-known farmer named James Fintan Lalor wrote 

a series of newspaper articles in which he outlined his vision for Ireland 

after the Great Famine. Although they have been reprinted and 

republished many times since, until now there has been no systematic 

study of the principles and proposals that Lalor expounded. In this book, 

the author considers Lalor’s brief career as a writer and offers new 

insights into his treatment of the national and land questions. By 

elucidating Lalor’s ideas on these questions, exploring possible 

influences on his thinking, and assessing the impact of his writings on his 

contemporaries, the author seeks to address what he regards as two  
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deficiencies in the historiography.  

The first of these is the tendency to assign only a minor, supporting role 

to Lalor during the brief heyday of Young Ireland. Academic studies 

typically portray him as little more than a catalyst in the radicalisation of 

figures like John Mitchel, rather than as a profoundly original thinker in his 

own right. The second issue is the commonly held perception of Lalor’s 

proposals on land tenure as foreshadowing the creation of a “peasant 

proprietary” later in the century.  

The author argues that Lalor advocated a much more radical plan that 

would link his two primary objectives: the creation of a sovereign Irish 

republic, and transfer of control over landholding from a small number 

of landlords to the entire Irish people. By comparing and contrasting 

Lalor’s theories with those of earlier figures such as Thomas Paine and 

James ‘Bronterre’ O’Brien, this ground- breaking book broadens the 

perspective on Lalor and his writings beyond the context of Irish 

nationalism. As the author concludes, Lalor’s unique contribution to Irish 

radical thought merits a more prominent place in nineteenth-century 

intellectual history than it has hitherto received. 

About the Author 

James P. Bruce was born in Dublin, and now lives in Shankill. Ireland. He 

spent the greater part of his adult life in banking, before setting up his 

own marketing consultancy in 1997. Ten years later he published his first 

book, ‘Faithful Servant: A Memoir of Brian Cleeve.’  

Researching the book involved many hours in libraries and archives. 

Stimulated by this experience he enrolled as a mature student at Trinity 

College Dublin in 2008. He graduated with a BA in History and later 

moved to University College Dublin, where he completed an MA in 

the History of Religion and Society. In 2019 he was awarded an MLitt by 

the University of Oxford. He continues to write for both general and 

academic audiences and currently hosts a podcast series entitled ‘Talk 

About Ireland.’ 

 

October 2020 | Hardback 236x160mm | 162 Pages | ISBN: 978-1-62273-

898-412% 

SUBJECTS: History, Sociology, Human Geography. 

VIEW/ORDER ONLINE AT - www.vernonpress.com/book/961 

Price - US$ 44; €38; Stg £33. 12% Discount online - use code FLYPR12 at 

checkout 

James Scannell  
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Wicklow Décor  
 

 

 

Delgany, Greystones, Bray, Wicklow, Arklow, 

Ashford, Kilcoole, Newcastle 

Professional Painters and Decorators 

Interior and Exterior 

Houses Offices Apartments Shops 

Dependable and Reliable Tradesmen 

Wallpapering Specialists 

C2 Registered          Free Estimates 

Tel: 087 2547598 

Email: Patrick@wicklowdecor.ie 

12 Holywell Way, Sea Road, Kilcoole, Co Wicklow 

mailto:Patrick@wicklowdecor.ie
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Make a difference …. 

A man was asked to paint a boat. He brought his paint and brushes and 

began to paint the boat a bright red, as the owner asked him. 

While painting, he noticed a small hole in the hull, and quietly repaired 

it. 

When he finished painting, he received his money and left. 

The next day, the owner of the boat came to the painter and presented 

him with a nice check, much higher than the payment for painting. 

The painter was surprised and said “You've already paid me for painting 

the boat Sir!” 

“But this is not for the paint job. It's for repairing the hole in the boat.” 

“Ah! But it was such a small service... certainly it's not worth paying me 

such a high amount for something so insignificant.” 

“My dear friend, you do not understand. Let me tell you what 

happened: 

“When I asked you to paint the boat, I forgot to mention the hole. 

“When the boat dried, my kids took the boat and went on a fishing trip. 

“They did not know that there was a hole. I was not at home at that 

time. 

“When I returned and noticed they had taken the boat, I was desperate 

because I remembered that the boat had a hole. 

“Imagine my relief and joy when I saw them returning from fishing. 

“Then, I examined the boat and found that you had repaired the hole! 

“You see, now, what you did? You saved the life of my children! I do not 

have enough money to pay your 'small' good deed.” 

So no matter who, when or how, continue to help, sustain, wipe tears, 

listen attentively, and carefully repair all the 'leaks' you find. You never 

know when one is in need of us, or when God holds a pleasant surprise 

for us to be helpful and important to someone. 

Along the way, you may have repaired numerous 'boat holes' for 

several people without realizing how many lives you've save.  

Make a difference.... 

Beth Johnson  
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Church Services for October/November 2020 

 

All 11am Services are online only until current restrictions are eased. For 

updates on services during Covid restrictions, please check our website 

at www.christchurchbray.ie 

 

Sunday 18 th October    11am Morning Prayer 

 

Sunday 25 th October    11am Family Service 

 

Sunday 1 st November    All Saints Day 

      11am Holy Communion   

      Remembering those who 

      have died in recent months, and  

      years. 

 

Sunday 8 th November   Remembrance Sunday 

      11am Morning Prayer 

 

Wednesday 11 th November  Remembrance Day 

      11am A Short Act of Remembrance 

 

Sunday 15 th November   11am Morning Prayer 

 

Sunday 22 nd November   11am Family Service 

 

Sunday 29 th November   11am Holy Communion (Advent  

      Sunday) 

l 
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