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CHRIST CHURCH – PARISH OF BRAY 

  

Rector:  Rev. Baden Stanley  0879484407 

(day off Tuesday) 

 

Lay Minister: David Reynolds 

The Rectory, Church Road, Bray 
t 

Parish Office:   
 Tel / 01 2862968 

Office Hours - Monday - Thursday 9am—1pm  
 

e mail:  christchurchbray@gmail.com 
website www.christchurchbray.ie 

www.facebook.com/christchurchbray  
 

In Touch email: intouchbray@gmail.com  

Organist & Music Director: John Morris 

 

Mothers’ Union 

Meets 2nd   Monday of the month in PLC @ 8pm 

 

  Hall Bookings –Contact Parish Office 

 

 Bellringing: Jason Warnock & Simon O’Connor 

 

In Emergency 

For Pastoral or other emergencies, phone Rev. Baden Stanley 087 948 
4407 . Please do leave a message if there is no response –phones may be 
switched to silent during church services, home visits, meetings 
etc.Please make immediate contact in cases of sickness, hospitalisation, 
or bereavement. Do not assume that somebody else has done so. 
Remember hospitals and hospital chaplains are not permitted to inform 
the clergy that someone is in hospital.  
 
 



From the RectorY: Easter (?) Vestry Report to the Par-
ish ‘ConneCting’ and ‘Belonging’ 
 

 

Who could have guessed that when we 

last met for our Parish Annual General 

Meeting in late April 2019 that all would 

change so utterly within such a short year 

and more. On reflection, we, and most of the world, sleepwalked into a 

pandemic, never quite realising the massive impact a relatively simple 

virus could have all across the planet. Covid-19 has been devastating, 

truly awful and cruelly efficient in its dictatorship. And yet, as ever, stories 

of incredible bravery, kindness, courage and even sacrifice have 

emerged. A Catholic priest in Italy got the virus. His parishioners funded a 

ventilator for him, but as he lay in ICU, dangerously ill, he insisted the ven-

tilator should go to a young man nearby who would have died without 

the breathing apparatus. Countless accounts of 

front-line staff putting their own safety at risk in the care of their patients. 

Far too many who have died have been those very carers, and the 

most vulnerable in our Nursing Homes and hospitals. A deep unsettling 

fear has spread much quicker than infected aerosol molecules and we 

find ourselves exhausted, overwhelmed and anxious about an uncertain 

future. 

Alongside that fear, remarkable acts of kindness and support have 

emerged. We as a nation and as a community have, time and again, 

adapted to ever changing normalities, not just to protect ourselves, but 

actually to protect others too. Simply wearing a mask/face covering 

doesn’t really protect us, but we wear them now to protect others. At a 

time when there is growing anger and frustration at the actions and in-

actions of ‘a few’, this caring for others gives me hope. I am proud of 

all the sometimes simple but profound things that our parishioners have 

been doing for others. I am especially proud of the determination of so 

many of our young people to do the right thing, even at times of great 

personal anxiety and fear. 

Churches too have had to quickly adapt to new realities and you are 

already aware of all that has changed in just six months in how we ‘are’ 

and ‘do’ church. I want to pay tribute to David, Tracey and John in par-

ticular for all they have done to ‘keep the show on the road’ but  

 



also to try to grow our impact on those we serve. From the earlier days 

of the lockdown our priority has been to stay connected with parishion-

ers of all ages. It hasn’t been easy and it hasn’t always worked; while 

we have vastly improved our online connections of worship and com-

munication, it has not yet been possible to properly and fully came 

alongside our oldest members in Nursing Homes, nor our younger mem-

bers in the plethora of online activities they are drawn to. I am increas-

ingly aware and concerned about the number of our parishioners who 

are going through trials and struggles (medically, financially and emo-

tionally) without the full level of care and support we as a church could 

and should be providing. 

Covid-19 has stolen much from us, and while we have been able to 

‘stay connected’, one of the key things we as a parish family are losing 

is a sense of ‘belonging’. 

Over the years that sense of belonging to a vibrant, dynamic and car-

ing community has been one of our hallmarks. While we mightn’t al-

ways get on or agree, we were all part of something, a common vision, 

a shared faith, a sense of togetherness. It’s not that we have fallen 

away from this legacy, its actually been more of a slow but sustained 

drift. At a time of deep personal crisis our natural instinct is to circle the 

wagons and protect our own; social-distancing, cocooning, covering 

faces are all absolutely essential and critically important, but the im-

pact is to isolate and separate us; to cut us off from each other at a 

time when we need community and human contact more than ever. 

Staying connected isn’t enough, we urgently need, both as a commu-

nity and as a society, to find new sustained ways of belonging to each 

other. I remember as a child, seeing a cartoon of commuters on a train 

sitting in their own contained bubbles as they travelled, a comic depic-

tion of an isolating future that is sadly all too possible now. I also remem-

ber in 1999 being really cross when I heard the then finance minister 

expound the virtues of ‘individualisation’ (and its implied companion, 

individualism). The truth is we have been practising social isolating for 

many years, only emerging to acknowledge and support our neigh-

bours in times of heavy snowfalls and pandemics. Second only to our 

properly resourcing our frontline staff in hospitals, schools and on the 

streets, is the need to prioritise the re-discovery and developing a com-

mon sense of belonging. 

We like to think that our shared response to Covid-19 has brought us 

closer together as a society, or even as a parish; sadly I don’t believe 

this to be true. We urgently need to creatively redefine and implement  



a new sense of what it means to ‘belong’. As a parish, as most of our 

shared activities cease for a season, as those things which we can do 

together go online, it is imperative we work together to identify who we  

as a Christian church and how we grow deeper in our individual 

faith but also in our common and shared worship. By fixing our eyes on 

Jesus, His love, His example, His promises, we have a roadmap for being 

church together. We as a parish are currently like a large jigsaw puzzle, 

many of the pieces scattered, some turned upside down, the box lid 

with the picture we’re meant to be following lying somewhere on the 

floor. But all is not lost, there is genuinely true hope. Our corner pieces 

(connection) are in place and we are busy re-aligning our parameters 

so that every person of any age who wants and needs to be a part of 

a beautiful image can find their place of peace, involvement and most 

importantly, where they belong. 

 

Shalom, 

Baden 
 

Zoom Coffee 

As you will have read in my article above, there is a world of difference 

between ‘connecting’ and ‘belonging’. While a sense of belonging to 

a community is vital, connecting with that community is also important. 

With this in mind we are developing a number of initiatives to connect 

with each other more easily. You will read in the Mother’s Union notes 

about how to join the wonderful ‘MU WhatsApp’ community that has 

emerged during lockdown. We have also been running Zoom Coffees 

after our 11am Sunday Services for people to catch up and ‘see’ each 

other each week. If you would be interested in being part of this Zoom 

Coffee group please let Avril know on 087 291 3419 and she’ll add you 

to the group. You’ll need to download the ‘Zoom’ app onto your de-

vice. Please let Baden know if you need assistance with this. As the 

numbers attending Zoom Coffee continues to grow we can 

(apparently) set up Zoom rooms where up to 8 can meet up online. 

Please note that Zoom is an over 18 platform so under 18s must have a 

grown-up present with them for child protection purposes. 

 

Monday Morning Parish Prayers 

A small group of us have begun meeting (again on Zoom) on Monday 

mornings at 12 noon to pray for our parish community and future plans. 

All are welcome to join us. Prayers can be spoken out loud or said silent-

ly as people feel comfortable. Again if you need help setting up Zoom 

or want to join the group each Monday, please give Baden a call on 

087 948 4407. 



WhatsApp Quiz 

 

I was speaking with a friend from another parish who have set up a 

monthly quiz via WhatsApp. They are happy to share their structure and 

content/questions with us but we would need someone who can coor-

dinate this within the parish. If you are interested can you please let Ba-

den know. It seems to be a really fun community activity. Please also 

be aware that Tearfund Ireland run a regular online quiz as a fundraiser 

which is well worth exploring. 

 

Techies Needed! 

 

As so much of our connecting and developing belonging are now virtu-

al and online, we find ourselves in need of a number of people who 

have the knowledge, the ‘know how’ and the commitment to help us 

prepare and run all this tech stuff. We are exploring developing how we 

record our services on Sundays etc and would like to train in a team of 

techies who can share the load. Thanks to David who already does so 

much in this field, but as he prepares to take a couple of weeks of well-

earned rest later this month your help would be really appreciated 

(especially by this techno-dinosaur). 

 

Easter Vestry Q&A 

 

An important part of our Annual General Meeting is the opportunity it 

gives to parishioners to seek clarification and information about proper-

ty and financial matters. Unfortunately this wasn’t available to us in our 

shortened down meeting. To facilitate openness and transparency 

(and accountability) we will host a Q&amp;A over the coming weeks. 

For those of you who are on our ‘CCB Alerts WhatsApp group’ you can 

text me a question which only I can see; and then depending on the 

length and detail of the answer I can reply on WhatsApp, Facebook, 

the parish website or the next In Touch magazine . As with so much 

about COVID-19, it’s not the most satisfactory approach but it is the 

best we can do. Please feel free to contact me with your questions and 

we as a vestry will answer them to the best of our ability. 

 

The Readers Guild 

 

We are keen to have as many voices as is safe and possible during our 

Gathered worship at 11:00am services. If you would like to be added to  

 



our list of people to read lessons or lead prayers please contact David 

Reynolds on 087 918 7792. In related matters our move to having In  

Church worship and live streaming at 11:00am will still feel a bit strange. 

While recordings of hymns by the choir will be played during the service 

it is not permitted nor safe for those present to sing even- with masks. 

This is important and challenging, especially when your favourite hymn 

is playing. We encourage you to listen and to read the words of the  

hymns as an act of worship. 

 

Harvest Services 

 

While we do not wish nor desire to be defined by Covid-19, its reality 

and potential dangers are impacting how we celebrate our festivals. 

The harvest weekend is traditionally a weekend of thanksgiving, familiar 

hymns and eating cake! We are proposing the following for our harvest 

festival this year: Friday 25th September, 8:00pm Harvest memories. A 

retrospective. This will be an online gathering with all the usual familiar 

hymns led by the choir and no restriction on you singing at the top of 

your voice in your own home. There will also be familiar harvest read-

ings and, equally importantly we hope to have a zoom harvest supper 

afterwards, bring your own cake! Sunday 27 th September, 11am Har-

vest Wishes: A Prayer for our Future! An all-age family service with peo-

ple present in Church and joining us online as we consider how ‘God 

Saves His People’ – and how we care for His world. Once again Bring 

your own cake! 

 

School Re-opening 

 

Our heartfelt thanks to our Principal, Daphne Wood; Deputy Principal 

Caroline Aragane, all our staff team, parents, grandparents and most 

importantly our students for making our return to school possible and 

safe! While we are aware of what may go wrong, we are focusing on 

doing everything we can to continue the education of our children in a 

safe community setting. We said goodbye to three of our wonderful 

teachers over the summer: Helen Mangan, Maria Carroll and Stacey 

McNutt. We wish them well in their future careers and, for Helen, in her 

retirement. We welcome Hannah Senior, Emily Hand and Sarah Byrne 

(as permanent teachers) and Emma Halpin and Amy Jacob to our 

teaching team . Please keep everyone in our school bubble and pods 

in your prayers at this challenging time.  

Baden 



The Big Picture: Our Theme for Our Services in September: ‘God Serves 

His People’ 

As mentioned in last month’s magazine, we are exploring the theme 

‘God Saves His People’ over the coming months. With the season of 

Harvest fast approaching we’re starting with Creation and God’s Provi-

sion . Each sermon will follow a key verse and delve into the deeper 

parts of the familiar Bible stories. It is possible we may develop these ser-

mons into a podcast as we focus on the evidence of Literature and His-

tory that even through the darkest times 

God is present, God is working to save His people, God is enough. 

Sunday 6th September  Holy Communion Key verse    

     John 1:1-4 ‘In the beginning..’ 

Sunday 13th September  Morning Prayer Key verse    

     Genesis 1: 3-5 ‘Let there be light..’ 

Sunday 20th September  Morning Prayer Key verse    

     Genesis 3:1-3 ‘Confusion and Conflict’ 

Sunday 27th September  Family Service Key verse    

     Genesis 3:22 - 24 ‘God Saves His People’ 

If you can’t be present with us join us on line on www.churchservices.tv/

christchurchbray 

Baden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you been impacted by a bereavement during COVID-19? 

 

Are you finding it more difficult to cope with a pre-Covid 

bereavement at this time? 

Would it help to talk to someone in confidence about your loss? 

The Irish Hospice Foundation Bereavement Support Line is a 

national freephone service 1800 80 70 77 which is available from 

10am to 1pm, Monday to Friday. 

The line aims to provide comfort and emotional support. 



Finn Pasio Little Graduation  

Many of our parishioners will 

remember the Pasio Little fami-

ly who were with us for some 

years before moving to Ameri-

ca.  

We send our best wishes and 

congratulations to Finn on his 

graduation from Brookings High 

School recently.  

Its great to keep in touch with 

friends from far and near! 
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A LORD’S PRAYER FOR JUSTICE ~ by Ronald Rolheiser OMI: A thought 

provoking reflection on The Lord’s Prayer 

——— 

OUR FATHER… who always stands with the weak, the powerless, the 

poor, the abandoned, the sick, the aged, the very young, the unborn, 

and those who, by victim of circumstance, beat the heat of the day. 

WHO ART IN HEAVEN... where everything will be reversed, where the first 

will be last and the last will be first, but where all will be well and every 

manner of being, will be well. 

HALLOWED BE THY NAME… may we always acknowledge your holiness, 

respecting that your ways are not our ways, your standards are not our 

standards. May the reverence we give your name pull us out of the 

selfishness that prevents us from seeing the pain of our neighbor. 

YOUR KINGDOM COME, YOUR WILL BE DONE… open our freedom to let 

you in, so that the complete mutuality that characterizes your life might 

flow through our veins, and thus the life that we help generate may 

radiate your equal love for all, and your special love for the poor. 

ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN… may the work of our hands, the temples 

and structures we build in this world, reflect the temple and the structure 

of your glory so that the joy, graciousness, tenderness, and justice of 

heaven will show forth within all of our structures on Earth. 

GIVE… life and love to us and help us to always see everything as a gift. 

Help us to know that nothing comes to us by right and that we must give 

because we have been given to. Help us realize that we must give to 

the poor, not because they need it, but because our own health 

depends upon our giving to them. 

US… the truly plural us…Give not just to our own but to everyone, 

including those who are very different than the narrow us. Give your gifts 

to all of us equally. 

THIS DAY… not tomorrow… Do not let us push things off into some 

indefinite future so that we can continue to live justified lives in the face 

of injustice because we can make good excuses for our inactivity. 

OUR DAILY BREAD… so that each person in the world may have enough 

food, enough clean water, enough clean air, adequate health care, 

and sufficient access to education, so as to have the sustenance for a 

healthy life. Teach us to give from our sustenance and not just from our 

surplus. 



AND FORGIVE US OUR SINS… forgive us our blindness toward our neigh-

bor, our self- preoccupation, our racism, and our incurable propensity to 

worry only about ourselves and our own. Forgive us our capacity to 

watch the evening news and do nothing about it. Do not put us to the 

test…do not judge us only by whether we have fed the hungry, given 

clothing to the naked, visited the sick, or tried to mend the systems that 

victimized the poor. Spare us this test for none of us can stand before 

your gospel scrutiny. Give us, instead, more days to mend our ways, our 

selfishness, and our systems. 

DELIVER US FROM EVIL… that is, from the blindness that let us continue to 

participate in anonymous systems within which we need not see who 

gets less as we get more. 

AMEN 

 

Wedding 

 

Gary Robinson 

and Emma Claire 

Hayden who were 

married on 6th 

August in Galway  
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Wicklow Décor  
 

 

 

Delgany, Greystones, Bray, Wicklow, Arklow, 

Ashford, Kilcoole, Newcastle 

Professional Painters and Decorators 

Interior and Exterior 

Houses Offices Apartments Shops 

Dependable and Reliable Tradesmen 

Wallpapering Specialists 

C2 Registered          Free Estimates 

Tel: 087 2547598 

Email: Patrick@wicklowdecor.ie 

12 Holywell Way, Sea Road, Kilcoole, Co Wicklow 

mailto:Patrick@wicklowdecor.ie
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Easter Vestry 2020 

Our meeting this year was very different than normal. With the Covid-19 

restrictions in place and the safety and well-being of all who could 

attend uppermost in our minds we shortened the meeting to a mere 45 

minutes in the context of a service of worship. Our 2019 accounts were 

presented, approved and adopted. And the following were nominated 

and elected to various roles as listed below. Thanks was expressed to all 

who had served for over three years especially to Olga Hill and Philip 

Corr who were both stepping back from Vestry this year. 

 

Select Vestry 

Nicola Gray 

Albert Hill 

Arthur Fortune 

Linda Jones 

Michele McNerney 

Alan Mulligan 

David Reynolds 

Joe Roe – Treasurer 

Declan Ryan – Secretary 

Graham Spendlove 

Sally-Anne Fisher – Rector’s Churchwarden 

Val Philp  - People’s Churchwarden 

George Wilkin – Rector’s Glebewarden 

Jim O’Connor – People’s Glebewarden 

Anna Hickey 

Robert Sparkes 

 

Joe Long, Alan Mulligan, June Robinson and Catherine Boyd were 

reappointed as sidespersons. Bill Parker was reappointed as Parish 

Recorder. 

 

Diocesan Synods Members 

Carol Reynolds 

Nicola Gray 

Julie Corr 

 

Supplementalists 

Anne Mulligan 

Helen O’Connor 

Michele McNerney 
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Parochial Nominators 

 

David Reynolds 

Sarah Greene 

Helen O’Connor 

Nicola Gray 

 

Supplementalists 

 

Michele McNerney 

Albert Hill 

Alan Mulligan 

George Wilkin 

 

Sympathy was extended to the family and friends of former vestry per-

sons who died since our last meeting: Vicky Bradshaw, Larry Mooney, 

Tom Molyneux and Anne Dixon. 

 

Notes to the Parochial  Accounts 2019 

 

2019 v 2018 Income 

 

• Envelope / Plate / Bank Orders – small decrease 

• Donations 2019 – website; 2018 - gutters 

• Charitable Donations 2019; 2017 & 2018 claimed 

• Parochial Hall – rental income increase 

• Spire increase in 2019 - timing 

• Increases in St Paul’s and Mews income 

• Parish fundraising – Classics, Tinakilly and Ladies in Blues 

• Fete net profit up in 2019 

 

2019 v 2018 Expenditure 

• Decrease in RCB costs – 2019; departure of Rev. Martin 

• Christmas Charities decrease – timing 

• Rectory Repairs - painting 

• Poor fund expenditure increase 

• Decrease in Church & PLC Repairs – Website (50% funded by 

donations) 

• Parochial Hall & Lodge decrease  

• St Pauls – roofing and new lease 

Joe Roe 
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Christ Church Bray 

 

1. Bank Balances  

2. Loans & Mortgage 

Interest Free Loan details: 
 
Original loan (March 2002)        € 381,000 
Repayments 2002 to 2016         € 270,000 
Balance Due           € 111,000 
 
3. Bray Poor Relief Fund 

 

Bank Balance at 31 

December 

2019 2018 

Current Account €78,134.91 €29,313.16 

Fabric Account €42,261.89 €3,992.64 

Education Fund €1,097.16 €197.21 

Organ Fund – 30 days 
€16,295.11 €8,288.76 

Total € 137,789.07 € 41,791.77 

Balances at 31 December 2019 2018 

Pembroke Mews – Mortgage 

BOI 

€ 120,566 € 133,864 

Interest Free Loan € 111,000 € 111,000 

Total € 231,566 € 244,864 

Opening balance 2019 €5,977 

Donations 2019 €9,248 

Expenditure 2019 €11.056 

  

Closing balance 2019 €4,169 
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Local History Society Lectures 

September 2020 

Due to the current Government restrictions on public meetings and 

gatherings, the need to maintain social distancing and the avoidance 

of non-essential travel to prevent the spread of Covid-19, all lectures 

and meetings of local history societies still remain cancelled/suspended. 

Dublin Festival of History 2020 

The programme for the Dublin Festival of History 2020, which runs from 

September 11 th to October 4 th will consist of online talks, guided walks 

and events, subject to public health guidelines. The programme is 

available on the festival’s website - www.dublinfestival of history.ie. 

Publications 

Dublin Historical Record 2020, Editor Séamas Ó Maitiu, assisted by Ms. 

Bernardine Ruddy, published by the Old Dublin Society. The striking 

cover image for this issue of the Dublin Historical Society features 

grinning serpents and bemused dodo-like creatures from the Oratory, 

Dún Laoghaire from a photograph taken by Alistair Smeaton, courtesy 

of dlr Libraries. Articles featured in this issue include - ‘Fairview Park 1900 - 

1930: forgotten achievements and landscapes’ by Noel Carolan; 

Elizabeth Pilkington in ‘The Oratory, Dún Laoghaire’ provides a history of 

the oratory, built in 1919;Colm Lennon in ‘Richard Stanihurst (1547- 1618): 

Dublin’s earliest historian’ provides a biography of this noted early 

historian; in ‘130 Thomas Street, Dublin’s oldest house and one family 

there’ John Hussey contributes a history of what is considered the 

earliest domestic dwellings to survive in Dublin; Francis Devine in ‘The 

Ancient Home of Trade Unionism - Glimpses of the National Society of  

Bushmakers in Ireland, 1839-1955’ traces the history of this trade union 

which began in the 1830 when brushmakers became organised to 

improve pay and working conditions in an industry characterised by low 

pay, precarious employment and hazardous work; Brian McCabe in 

‘Some notes on the history of Kilbride church and graveyard, Co. Dublin’ 

provides a brief history of this ruined church and graveyard which lies 

just outside the gates of Casement aerodrome, Baldonnell, Co. Dublin; 

Raymond Gillespie in ‘Dublin History and Four Courts Press’ writes about 

the great contribution made to the publication of Dublin history by this  

publishing house; Tom Conlon in ‘The Foundation of St. Michael’s 

Hospital, Dún Laoghaire’ reveals how this hospital, now part of the St. 

Vincent’s group of hospitals, and one of three on Dublin’s southside, was 

established in 1876, and provided a major boost to the health facilities  
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available in the town; Patrick Salmon in ‘The Hunt family and Milltown 

Castle’ traces the history of Milltown Castle, of which no trace remains 

today; The late Mary O’Connell, who died earlier this year, in ‘Prudence 

Brice and the Clothes Brothers of Dublin’, in what was her last paper 

submitted to the Old Dublin Society, in what is partially a family history, 

provides a valuable account of aspects of social conditions in the inner-

city of 19 th century Dublin. 

Copies of the 142 page journal, which contains the above selection of 

articles, can be obtained at the post paid price of €14 from - The Old 

Dublin Society, 1 Grange Court, DublinD16 AE00. The Dublin Historical 

Record is also available from Hodges Figgis, Dawson Street, 

Dublin, and Books Upstairs, D’Olier Street, Dublin 2. 

 

    James Scannell  

 

Everyone PLEASE be careful because people are going crazy from 

being locked down at home!  

I was just talking about this with the microwave and the toaster while 

drinking my coffee, and we all agreed that things are getting bad.I 

didn’t mention any of this to the washing machine, because she puts a 

different spin on EVERYTHING!! Certainly couldn’t share with the fridge, 

cause he’s been acting cold and distant! 

In the end, the iron straightened me out! She said the situation isn’t all 

that pressing and all the wrinkles will soon get ironed out! 

The vacuum, however, was very unsympathetic…told me to just suck it 

up buttercup! But the fan was VERY optimistic and gave me hope that it 

will all blow over soon! The toilet looked a bit flushed but didn’t say 

anything when I asked its opinion, but the front door said I was 

becoming unhinged and the doorknob told me to get a grip!! You can 

just about guess what the curtains told me: they told me to “pull myself 

together!” 

 

We will survive!! 

#alonetogether2020 
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Bray Mothers’ Union with Powerscourt and Kilbride 

September 2020 

 

 

Hello from BPK Mothers’ Union, 

 

Our branch is not able to meet face to face with Covid19 restrictions but 

that doesn’t mean that we have ceased functioning, indeed not. 

We have a lively WhatApp page, which you are very welcome to join, 

where we are sharing thoughts, prayers and jokes. This is a great support 

to us all. 

 

Project work for Mothers’ Union is still ongoing and here is a link to some 

of those projects, from working in prisons to supporting those suffering 

from domestic violence. 

 

https://www.mothersunion.org/what-we-do/projects 

 

You will see elsewhere in this In Touch that a socially distanced Diocesan 

Service will be held in Christ Church Bray on 10th September. Please 

contact Ann Mulligan if you would like to be there as numbers are 

restricted. 

 

Here is an extract from a letter from June our All Ireland President: 

 

There are) “a few things I would ask now of our members please. As you 

know Mothers’ Union - like all charities - has been struggling financially in 

recent months. There have had to be early retirements and 

redundancies among the staff at Mary Sumner House, our headquarters 

in London, and the remaining staff have all agreed to take a temporary 

salary reduction. The Worldwide Trustee Board has been carefully 

monitoring the financial position and we are now content that, with 

these and other efficiencies, Mothers’ Union will be able to continue.  

https://www.mothersunion.org/what-we-do/projects
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The income from the Emergency Appeal has helped immensely since 

April but, with a significantly reduced income for MU from many of its 

traditional sources for the foreseeable future, we too should also play 

our part. 

 

• I know you will not have the opportunity to purchase Christmas 

and the wide range of other great cards from your Diocesan MUe 

ladies this year, but you can still purchase them on line https://

mueshop.org/shop/ If a few of you group together for an order, 

you won’t have to pay postage - they are such good value and 

that income stream is critical for MU. 

 

• Will you please keep collecting your loose change (in jars, tins, 

boxes….) for our MU work overseas. As you know, this has 

continued and we in Ireland have always been very generous in 

supporting these projects. As soon as we safely can, we will collect  

these contributions from you and ensure they go to support our 

worthwhile work in less privileged countries. 

 

• Can I ask you please to pay your  membership subscriptions 

promptly at the beginning of 2021? This will help the cash flow 

immensely and MU needs this income  to provide all the resources 

and the services we use - and pay the staff. 

 

•  Also I would ask you please to pray - for all the dedicated staff: 

those who are having to leave Mothers’ Union and those who will 

remain but now have to carry an increased workload; this includes 

the senior team at Mary Sumner House who have been working at 

an incredible, and unsustainable,  pace since March to ensure 

Mothers’ Union can survive -and thrive.” 

 

Please remember that Mothers’ Union is open to everyone, not just 

women and never just mothers. So what are you waiting for?   
 

Carol 
 

https://mueshop.org/shop/
https://mueshop.org/shop/


 24 

Dublin & Glendalough Festival Service,  

 

Christ Church Bray at 7.30 p.m. on Thursday  10th September.    

A different type of service but we will have Holy Communion and the 

Archbishop and our Chaplain will be present.  No tea! 

If you are willing to attend please let Ann Mulligan know asap (086 604 

5833 or email:  ahmulligan@gmail.com)  Thanks. 

 

 

 

 

From the late great Spike Milligan via June and Ann  

 

 

Smiling is infectious 

You catch it like the 'flu 

When someone smiled at me today 

I started smiling too 

I walked around the corner 

And someone saw me grin 

When he smiled i realised 

I had passed it on to him 

I thought about the smile 

And then realised its worth 

A single smile like mine 

Could travel round the earth 

So if you feel a smile begin 

Don't leave it undetected 

Start an epidemic 

And get the world infected.  
 
 

Ann 

mailto:ahmulligan@gmail.com
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Christ Church Services September 2020 

 

11am Sunday Services may have up to 50 people present and are 

available to view online atthe following link www.churchservices.tv/

christchurchbray Service sheets are available toview or download from 

our website www.christchurchbray.ie 

 

Sunday 6th September  11am Holy Communion 

 

Thursday 10th September   7.30pm Mothers’ Union Dublin  

     Glendalough Festival 

     Communion Service, Christ Church Bray 

 

Sunday 13th September  11am Morning Prayer 

 

Sunday 20th September  11am Morning Prayer 

 

Friday 25 th September  8pm Harvest Memories, A Retrospective 

 

Sunday 27th September  11am Harvest Wishes – A Family Service 

l 
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