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CHRIST CHURCH, BRAY 

 

Morning Prayer 
 

The Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
 

Sunday, 12th July 2020 
 

 

Available to join live or download later at churchservices.tv/christchurchbray 

 
The Bells of Christ Church Bray 

Musical introduction – John Morris 

 

The Gathering of God’s People  

 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all 
and also with you.   
 
Hymn - Rise and hear!  The Lord is speaking [CH385] 
 
1 Rise and hear!  The Lord is speaking, 
   as the gospel words unfold; 
we, in all our age-long seeking, 
   find no firmer truth to hold. 
 
2 Word of goodness, truth, and beauty, 
   heard by simple folk and wise, 
word of freedom, word of duty, 
   word of life beyond our eyes. 
 
3 Word of God's forgiveness granted  
   to the wild or guilty soul, 
word of love that works undaunted, 
   changes, heals, and makes us whole. 
 
4 Speak to us, O Lord, believing, 
   as we hear, the sower sows; 
may our hearts, your word receiving, 
   be the good ground where it grows. 

H. C. A. Gaunt  (1902-83) 
based on  Mark 4: 1-20 



2 
 

O God, 
We gather together in Your presence with expectation, 
hungry for an encounter with You, eager to hear Your Word. 
 
Open our eyes and ears to the presence of Your Holy Spirit. 
May the seeds of Your Word scattered among us this morning fall on fertile soil. 
May they take root in our hearts and lives, 
and produce an abundant harvest of good words and deeds. 
 
We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our teacher and our Lord.  Amen. 

Matthew 13:1-9 

O Lord, open our lips, 
and our mouth will proclaim your praise.  
 
Let us worship the Lord.  
All praise to his name. 
 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Penitence  
God our Father, we come to you in sorrow for our sins.  
 
For turning away from you,  
and ignoring your will for our lives;  
Father, forgive us:  
save us and help us.  
 
For behaving just as we wish,  
without thinking of you;  
Father, forgive us:  
save us and help us.  
 
For failing you by what we do, 
and think and say;  
Father, forgive us:  
save us and help us.  
 
For letting ourselves be drawn away from you  
by temptations in the world about us;  
Father, forgive us:  
save us and help us.  
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For living as if we were ashamed to belong to your Son;  
Father, forgive us:  
save us and help us.  
 
May the Father of all mercies  
cleanse you from your sins,  
and restore you in his image  
to the praise and glory of his name,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Your word is a lantern to my feet 
and a light upon our path. c.f. Psalm 119:105 
 
O Lord, your word is everlasting: 
it stands firm for ever in the heavens. c.f. Psalm 119:89 
 
Let us then receive the word of the Lord. 
so may the light of your presence shine into our hearts. 
 

Proclaiming and Receiving the Word  

 
Venite (Psalm 95 vv1-7) 
1 O come let us sing | out · to the | Lord;  „  
let us shout in triumph to the | rock of  | our sal|vation.  
2 Let us come before his | face with | thanksgiving  „  
and cry | out · to him | joyfully · in | psalms.  
3 For the Lord is a | great | God  „  
and a great | king a·bove | all | gods.  
4 In his hand are the | depths · of  the | earth  „  
and the peaks of  the | mountains ·are | his | also.  
5† The sea is his and | he | made it,  „  
his hands | moulded | dry | land.  
6 Come let us worship and | bow | down  „  
and kneel be|fore the | Lord our | maker.  
7 For he is the | Lord our | God;  „  
we are his | people · and the | sheep of  · his | pasture.  
Glory to the Father, and | to the | Son,  „  
and | to the | Holy | Spirit;  
as it was in the be|ginning, is | now,  „  
and shall be for | ever. | A|men. 
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The Reading - Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 
Reader – Declan Ryan 
 
13That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. 2Such 
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while 
the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in 
parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some 
seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell 
on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell 
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on 
good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. 9Let anyone with ears* listen!’ 
 
18 ‘Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of 
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for 
what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures 
only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the 
word, that person immediately falls away.* 22As for what was sown among 
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the 
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was 
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, 
who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 
and in another thirty.’ 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
A Collect of the Word  
 
Bountiful God, 
we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word: 
by your Holy Spirit, 
help us to receive it with joy, 
and to live according to it, 
that we may grow in faith and hope and love: 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.   Amen 
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The Sermon 
 

The Response to God’s Word 

 
Let us declare our faith 
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, 
and this we believe.   Amen. 

cf 1 Corinthians 15.3-7 

 
The Prayers of the People  
Almighty and everliving God, we ask you to hear the prayers we offer in faith:  

 

May your love be like a seed, 

taking root and growing strong. 

 

Hear our prayer, Lord God  

and make us one in heart and mind  

to serve you with joy for ever,   Amen. 

 
The Collect of the Day  
Almighty and everlasting God, 
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church 
is governed and sanctified: 
Hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, 
that in their vocation and ministry 
they may serve you in holiness and truth 
to the glory of your name; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, we pray: 
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Our Father, who art in heaven: 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Going Out as God’s People  

 
Let us give thanks to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:  
 
Holy God, creation springs forth by the seeds of your word and the nourishment of the Holy 
Spirit. The written word plants seeds of truth and understanding in our minds and hearts. 
The Living Word, Jesus Christ, is the sower of our salvation and sends us out into your world 
to work his harvest in love. 
 
We go into the world 
To walk in God’s light, 
To rejoice in God’s love 
And to reflect God’s glory 
 
The Blessing 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing; …. 
 
The Dismissal  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
Hymn – The Spirit lives to set us free [CH490] 
1 The Spirit lives to set us free, 
   walk, walk in the light; 
he binds us all in unity, 
   walk, walk in the light. 
 
      Walk in the light, 
      walk in the light, 
      walk in the light, 
      walk in the light of the Lord. 
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2 Jesus promised life to all,  
the dead were wakened by his call, 
 
3 He died in pain on Calvary, 
to save the lost like you and me, 
 
4 We know his death was not the end, 
he gave his Spirit to be our friend, 
 
5 By Jesus’ life our wounds are healed, 
the Father’s kindness is revealed, 
 
6 The Spirit lives in you and me, 
his light will shine for all to see, 

Damien Lundy  (b. 1944) 

 
Recessional music 
John Morris 

 

Material in this service from The Book of Common Prayer copyright © RCB 2004 & 2018 

All songs covered by CCLI have been reproduced under CCLI Licence number 1352457 

Some prayers adapted from revgalblogpals.org & re-worship.blogspot.com 
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Next Sunday 
 

Trinity 5 - Sunday 19th July 

 

10:00 Said service in Christ Church – Morning Prayer 

 

11:00 Streamed service – Morning Prayer 

churchservices.tv/christchurchbray 

 

 

For more information about our plans to return gradually to Christ Church over the 

summer, please see our Covid Plan distributed June 27th. 

Available on the church website at … 
https://christchurchbray.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Christ-Church-Bray-Covid-Update-28th-June-2020.pdf 

 

 

 

Rev. Baden Stanley 087 948 4407 (day off Tuesday) 
Lay Minister: David Reynolds 087 918 7792 

Parish Office -286 2968 
The office is closed for the summer months, but please do email or leave a phone message. 

christchurchbray@gmail.com // facebook.com/christchurchbray 
www.christchurchbray.ie 

mailto:christchurchbray@gmail.com

