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CHRIST CHURCH – PARISH OF BRAY 

  

Rector:  Rev. Baden Stanley  0879484407 

(day off Tuesday) 

 

Lay Minister: David Reynolds 

The Rectory, Church Road, Bray 
t 

Parish Office:   
 Tel / 01 2862968 

Office Hours - Monday - Thursday 9am—1pm  
 
 

e mail:  christchurchbray@gmail.com 
website www.christchurchbray.ie 

www.facebook.com/christchurchbray  
 

In Touch email: intouchbray@gmail.com  

Organist & Music Director: John Morris 

  

Mothers’ Union 

Meets 2nd   Monday of the month in PLC @ 8pm 

 

  Hall Bookings –Contact Parish Office 

 

 Bellringing: Jason Warnock & Simon O’Connor 

 

In Emergency 

For Pastoral or other emergencies, phone Rev. Baden Stanley 087 948 
4407 . Please do leave a message if there is no response –phones may be 
switched to silent during church services, home visits, meetings 
etc.Please make immediate contact in cases of sickness, hospitalisation, 
or bereavement. Do not assume that somebody else has done so. 
Remember hospitals and hospital chaplains are not permitted to inform 
the clergy that someone is in hospital.  
 
 



From the RectorY: BROADENING OUR HORIZONS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Many of us have taken our first tentative steps to move beyond our origi-

nal restrictions and stretch our minds as well as our bodies. For some of us 

it has been the sheer wonder and delight (and possibly nervous excite-

ment) as we have taken our first short sojourn outside our homes for sev-

eral weeks. The move from cocooning to ‘cocooning plus’ may be tem-

pered by an uneasiness about the numbers around us as we try to navi-

gate among unfamiliar crowds and a mental checklist of do’s and 

don’ts. For others, it has been the joy of being able to stretch our hori-

zons past the original 2km to the seemingly luxuriant 5 whole km. A world 

of new adventures and opportunities await as we find ourselves almost 

giddy with the possibilities. 

And yet, these very small changes are full of significant risk. Relative se-

curity and safety of routine have become comforting and assuring. Sud-

denly the shackles have loosened and there is a new risk and challenge 

– Deep dissatisfaction. The almost daily reminder that serious sacrifice is 

needed to ‘flatten the curve’ may all too quickly become irritating as 

we taste the first hint of freedom. Certainly it would already be very hard 

to go back to full lockdown. 

Our focus is already fixed on further horizons, almost salivating at the pro-

spect of a whole 20km radius that lies before us in the not too distant 

future. But of course, the ever-present unsettling fear raises its head and 

we watch with anxious wonder the daily statistics (and maybe even re-

flect on the human loss and suffering behind them), searching for any 

hint that even this small change in our routine may reawaken the beast 

of Covid-19 (it hasn’t gone away, you know!!). 

Journalists and all aspects of our media (both responsible and less so) 

hunt for stories and angles that try to capture and even shape our emo-

tional and psychological response. After all, surely there is a limit to the 

newsworthiness of a small number of people sitting suitably spaced from 

each other, surrounded by glaring yellow signs and selected camera 

positions and questioners. Every tit-bit of tension has been gleaned from  

 



this model of communication, so already focus has shifted to potential 

significant tension among medics and politicians, thrown together by 

crisis; could there possibly be fracture and division? 

Our news cycle has already broadened its horizons, but sadly nowhere 

nearly wide enough. How many of you have heard anything beyond 

what is happening in Ireland, the UK, the US, Europe and possibly Chi-

na? Some of you may be aware of huge problems in refugee camps 

and slum areas where it is next to impossible to socially distance and 

self-isolate. How many of you have heard that an even deadlier virus 

continues to rage in the Democratic Republic of Congo and its near 

neighbours? Believe me Covid-19 will seem like child’s play when it’s 

compared to the horror and devastation of Ebola which is now ram-

pant in parts of the D.R.C. 

The situation made all the more hazardous and horrendous by the del-

uge of flooding that has recently struck parts off that war-ravaged 

country. If the local church is the hope of the world, and I truly believe it 

is; then our sisters and brothers right across the world are all too often 

the only barrier that’s left between complete isolation, annihilation and 

hope, as small church communities struggle to feed the starving, 

help the helpless and bring hope to people who rightly feel abanoned 

and forgotten. While we struggle with the emotional and psychological 

trauma of lockdown, they are still trying to cope with meeting their in-

surmountable physical needs. And yet, for all that, their spiritual 

response so often outshines our own. While we may be starting to strug-

gle with theological angst and questioning – ‘Where the hell is God in 

all of this?’ they are focused on ‘being the presence of God in all this 

hellish reality’. I will not insult their efforts by romanticising their  

cause, but I will say this, we need to broaden our own horizons way be-

yond five or even 20 kilometres in these coming days. Our human family 

is dying of so much more than a relatively small coronavirus ; it is dying 

of hunger, of thirst, of treatable illnesses, of opportunistic politics and 

wars; and most significantly because of the decisions we are still 

making, even now, the ramifications and consequences of which are 

literally killing other people, especially children. 

How far will you walk (metaphorically) today – to play your part in 

standing in the gap on behalf of your sisters and brothers? I wish you 

unsettling Shalom (Peace). 

 

Baden 



Sympathy 

Our sympathies to all who have been bereaved in recent weeks, espe-

cially Trina Cooke on the death of her father Sean Farrelly, Ruth Long on 

the death of her father Norman Long, Thomas Bergin on the death of 

his brother Denis Bergin and to the family and friends of Maureen Ad-

amson and Anne O’Sullivan. Our sympathy is also with the family and 

friends of Tom Molyneux, especially Wendy and Katherine and with Avril 

West on the death of her mother Joan West, Prim Corson on the death 

of her sister Violet Despard and Kirsty Lynch on the death of her grand-

mother Mary, also known as Nana Rae. And to the family and 

friends of Richard Notley, late of Leitrim and Kylemore Nursing Home, 

and to Margaret Jones on the death of her brother-in-law George. 

 

Connect Online! 

Our most active communication tools at present are our Website 

www.christchurchbray.ie and Facebook page @christchurchbray. 

The website contains information on our livestreamed worship services, 

our weekly Blogs, events and news including details of a research pro-

ject by Rachael Kinkead on the Irish Language and the Christ Church 

Paper Doves initiative (click on news and events for more information 

on these initiatives). 

 

Tom Molyneux’s Memoirs 

For those of you who would like to read the memoirs of the late Tom 

Molyneux, these are available to view online at the following link: 

https://www.robinhanan.ie/wpcontent/uploads/2020/04/Memoirs-Tom-

Molyneux.pdf 
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CMSI - Non-COVID Crisis in DRC Congo 

Last week, CMSI Partnership Coordinator Linda Abwa emailed Global 

Partners in DR Congo to find out how they were managing in the crisis. 

The responses Linda received came as quite a shock. The answers were 

not about Covid-19. 

In both Bukavu and Kindu Dioceses, flooding has been severe and has 

led to significant loss of life and damage to property. At a time when 

Ebola numbers have started to rise again and with Covid-19 

cases increasing significantly since 20th April, the displacement of 

people from flood damaged areas is set to compound the situation.  

 

 Bishop Bahati of Bukavu Diocese explains: 

During the period from 16th to 21st April, approximately 15,000 

people were affected by the inundations and erosions due to 

heavy rains in Uvira and Plaine de la Ruzizi. 'Til now, the community 

is anxious and is mourning the death of 45 persons, many injured 

and material loss by the waters overflowing from four main rivers 

(Mulongwe, Kavinvira, Runingu and Sange) and Tanganyika Lake 

waters, destroying almost everything found on their way; about 

3000 houses including churches, schools and hospitals and two 

important bridges destroyed (Sange and Runingu). 

This disaster happened during the confinement due to the global 

challenging crisis of COVID-19. The critical economic condition of 

people characterized by hunger and poverty is now reinforced.   

Humanitarian Agencies and churches are trying to bring a 

response to the catastrophe. Therefore, the Anglican Church of 

Bukavu Diocese seeks financial support enabling us to give an 

assistance of food and non-food to the most vulnerable of 

the victims of floods in Uvira. 
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Archbishop Masimango has been collaborating with local agencies to 

try to finds ways to assist communities close to his home in Kindu. As 

always, we find the Church at the centre of the response to the most 

pressing needs in Bukavu and Kindu. It is quite a sobering thought that in 

spite of the global crisis which Eastern Congo is part of, right now the 

Church is facing an even more urgent situation. 

Please pray for our partners in DR Congo as they deal with - and 

respond to - this latest crisis and the many other challenges they're 

facing just now. And if you'd like to provide financial support to help 

them respond, please donate to our Covid-19 Response Appeal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quiz - Books of the Bible 

 

There are names of sixteen books of the Bible hidden in the paragraph 

below. A preacher found fifteen books in twenty minutes; it took him 

three weeks just to find the sixteenth one, HAVE FUN.  

I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. A certain 

Luke, kept people looking so hard for facts , and for others, it was a 

revelation. Some were in a jam,  especially since the names of the books 

wee not capitalised. But the truth finally struck home to numbers of our 

readers. To others it was a job. We want it to be a most fascinating little 

moment for you. Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. Others 

may require judges to help find them. I will be quickly admit it usually 

takes a minister to find one of them, and there will be loud lamentations 

when it is found. A little lady says she brews a cup of tea so she can 

concentrate better. See how well compete. Relax now, for there really 

are sixteen books of the Bible in this paragraph. 

Enjoy the fun now and find the sixteen Books! 



Paraprosdokians 

A paraprosdokian is a figure of speech in which the latter part of a 

sentence, phrase, or larger discourse is surprising or unexpected in a 

way that causes the reader or listener to reframe or reinterpret the 

first part. Winston Churchill loved them. 

 

1. Where there's a will, I want to be in it. 

2. The last thing I want to do is hurt you.... but it's still on my list. 

3. Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright 

until you hear them speak. 

4. If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong. 

5. We never really grow up.... we only learn how to act in public. 

6. War does not determine who is right, only who is left. 

7. Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in 

a fruit salad. 

8. To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is 

research. 

9. I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you. 

10. In filling out an application, where it says, "In case of emergency, 

notify...." I answered, "a doctor." 

11. Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the 

street with a bald head and a beer gut, and still think they are sexy. 

12. You do not need a parachute to skydive. You only need a para-

chute to skydive twice. 

13. I used to be indecisive, but now I'm not so sure. 

14. To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and call whatever you 

hit the target. 

15. Going to church doesn't make you a Christian, any more than 

standing in a garage makes you a car. 

16. You're never too old to learn something stupid. 

17. I'm supposed to respect my elders, but it's getting harder and 

harder for me to find one now.  
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Report from Select Vestry to Parishioners 

 

Dear Friends , 

 

We hope you and yours are all well in these extra-ordinary and 

challenging times. As so much of our daily lives have changed in recent 

weeks it’s really important we all pace ourselves and protect our mental 

health. In many ways, this aspect of the current restrictions is likely to be 

the most long-term impactful. Even as we prepare for further lifting of 

some of the restrictions over coming weeks and months, it is important 

that we prepare well for the emotional upheaval that such a return to 

‘normality’ may incur. There is already evidence from other countries 

that an initial elation and sense of freedom can all too quickly be 

replaced by a deepening and even crippling depression as we struggle 

to process and adapt to new realities. Most of us are already aware that 

our sleep patterns have changed, that our moods swing constantly and 

that the ever present unsettling feelings of fear are taking their toll. 

Please be patient with yourselves and with others, each of us cope (and 

don't cope) in our own unique way.  

In the meantime, the Select Vestry continue to be responsible for the 

running of our parish structures and the leading and support of our 

parish community. In some areas parish life has been simplified, in others 

areas we are busier than ever. As you read through this report you will 

undoubtedly have questions and need clarifications. I would ask that 

you email your comments/responses directly to 

christchurchbray@gmail.com or phone Baden on 087 9484407 and allow 

us some extra time to reply. Please note that due to current restrictions it 

is not possible for the full Select Vestry to meet (even online) so a 

leadership team has been formed to manage day to day matters 

subject to the agreement of the full Vestry. 

Pastoral Report: 

As you can imagine, the nature of pastoral ministry has changed 

radically in recent weeks. Most connections with parishioners are now 

done electronically by phone/ text/WhatsApp/email etc. The exception 

to this is with funerals. Since the 18th of March we have had 15 

parishioners who have lost loved ones, mostly extended family. While it is 

tempting to wonder how many are COVID-19 related we have decided 

not to define how and why people have died, rather to focus on 

pastoral care for all who have been bereaved. We have had a number 

of parishioners tested for COVID-19 and while the results are now 

available much quicker, a number of parishioners have had to wait  

about:blank
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literally weeks to hear their results. Thankfully most are much improved 

before their results come back. We are trying to keep in touch with 

those who are in nursing homes and care centres but as you can 

imagine this is not easy with the serious pressure some of these centres 

find themselves under, however, again technology helps as some 

homes facilitate Skype, Facetime and pre-arranged phone calls. 

To increase our communal sense of connection and belonging, we 

have held two outreach activities. The first was the delivery of flowers 

and gifts for Mother’s Day way back in March . Thanks to the very 

generous support of Fleurtique we were able to bless nearly 200 

households with a simple but profound reminder that the parish cares for 

them and stands with them. With a delivery team of 12 all this was done 

over a few short days. One significant impact of this was a realization 

that our current database and contact list is woefully out of date, 

something Tracey and Baden have since been working on improving. 

Our second outreach was the distribution of the Easter edition of In 

Touch in colour to those not in a position to receive it by email. We 

included a beautiful ‘Booklet of Calm’ prepared by Ruth Gyves, Pastoral 

worker for Rathmines Parish.  

Establishing and keeping connection with such an age -diverse 

community is both challenging and exciting. Dropping off weekly 

service sheets to those not online is a weekly opportunity to connect 

from a safe distance with some of our older members. While we forward 

on worksheets and all-age activities to our younger members, our 

children's ministry and youth work needs urgent and creative attention. 

We are learning rapidly as things go on but we do worry that our 

younger members are under significant emotional and psychological 

pressure (try to imagine what the word ‘vector’ sounds like to a 

teenager in their room who is terrified by what's happening isolated from 

their friends, all too aware that they may ‘make’ their loved ones sick 

and being bombarded by a growing surge of inappropriate online 

content and destructive messages). Even as restrictions lift and 

secondary schools close for the summer, new challenges and 

opportunities emerge.  

The task facing us as a Vestry as we prepare for a partial return to 

‘normality’ is immense, daunting but not unsurmountable. We genuinely 

believe that this is a time for us to reimagine what it means to ‘be 

church’, a community of all ages who love and care for each other, 

and who want to meet to worship together. It's time to get creative 

friends.  
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Update from Tracey 

I have been working from home since the week of 16th March. I 

retrieved some files from the Parish Office before the lockdown. Baden 

has been working from the Parish office and we have been in close 

daily contact by phone and email. Working from home with 3 kids and 

patchy broadband has been tricky but I think between Baden and I we 

are keeping things going. The message on the parish office phone asks 

people to contact Baden and I can access the gmail from home.  

 

Website  

In the current circumstances it has been particularly important to keep 

the website updated with updated information, Baden’s blogs, details 

of live streaming, funerals etc. Church Services TV has been set up to 

stream from the Epiphany Chapel. This also requires regular updating as 

schedules and recordings have to be inputted on the Church Services 

TV website.  

 

Parish Database and GDPR 

Baden and I have been working on updating the parish database. The 

recent In Touch mailing was sent to all those who had given consent 

under GDPR, and also to others whose email details Baden had on file. 

We had a good response to the mailing and hope to use these details 

to request confirmation of mobile phone numbers so that the database 

is as up to date as possible. The Diocese have sent advice for GDPR in 

relation to live streaming and personal data which we are working hard 

to implement. Please confirm your consent to receive email 

communications from Christ Church Bray by emailing 

christchurchbray@gmail.com 

 

CCB Worship Services by David Reynolds 

In a period where time seems sometime to move at glacial speed, it 

comes as a surprise to realise that we have now streamed eleven 

Sunday services, a total of fifteen services in all including Holy Week. We 

were initially invited by Colliers to use their facilities, and we are in their 

debt for the boost this gave us. They make use of a company called 

churchservices.tv (based in Little Bray) who provide a hub and technical 

support for livestreaming church services across Ireland and the UK. 

We used Colliers on Mothering Sunday, when John Morris played for us 

live. Before the lockdown announcement on March 27th, John and the 

choir made a number of recordings which we have used subsequently. 

We used Colliers again on March 29th for a Family Service. Our final use 

of Colliers was on Palm Sunday, April 5th. in the Epiphany Chapel, and  

this was commissioned and connected to the sound system early in   
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Holy Week. Short reflections were streamed from the Epiphany Chapel in 

Holy Week, and we have now had Sunday Services on Easter Sunday 

and the Sundays after Easter, right up to Whit Sunday this weekend.  

 

The services have evolved over this period, due to lessons we have 

learned, and to feedback received. Developments include … 

• Having a more concise service than the in-church one (so 30-

35 minutes) 

• Producing a detailed service sheet (with all readings and 

words) posted online as a printable pdf and delivered to a very 

small number (if you would like to receive a paper copy weekly 

please let Baden know) 

• Posting the service sheet directly to the blog so it can be 

reached on screen in one click 

• Having readers record the reading at home, and crediting all 

involved 

• Having Jonathan, and as restrictions lifted, John, play live at 

start and finish of the service, and for hymns as needed 

• Using the piano rather than the organ (too much reverb).  

• Including bells at the start of the service (thanks to Jim) 

• When Baden and I are both involved in the service, using a 

one-way system to respect social distancing 

• Reviewing what hymns are used – it has become clear that 

many sing along 

• Using mics so more than one voice heard in responses 

• Holding a service of Communion on behalf of those who 

couldn’t be with us. 

We get instant feedback after each service, and it is clear that 

streaming plays a significant role in giving the church community a 

sense of belonging and cohesion. How this affects the way we worship 

after this is over needs to be an ongoing conversation.   

*** 

We hope this initial report gives you some insights into what is going on 

‘behind the scenes’. In future reports we will look at financial and 

property matters and how we plan to gradually re-emerge to physically 

present worship as the restrictions are lifted. 

 

Keep well and stay safe. 

 

Declan Ryan 

Hon. Sec. Select Vestry 



My Lockdown — Carol Reynolds 
 

Well so far I haven’t written my first nov-

el nor learned a fiendishly 

difficult piano piece. I still don’t know 

how to make sourdough bread 

although I have looked at many videos 

lessons. 

I have thought about writing some po-

etry and painting a picture 

which would represent my life in lock-

down but... 

You see, because I am retired, I don’t 

have the pressure of having 

to keep my job going from home. Nor the effort to home school 

rather recalcitrant offspring. Most of my activities of the before time 

are now cancelled. I miss my French class where there is always 

something interesting to be heard. I miss singing with my 

barbershop girls and in the choir. I miss the feeling of being in 

harmony with other people. But, most of all I miss seeing my family. 

There’s no pick up from school on Wednesday afternoon, chat 

about the day and lunch together but we do have video times and 

chats. It’s different and new but it is something. Mark and John have 

postponed their wedding but it isn’t cancelled. It will happen. 

Every morning I wonder what day it is, as days have a similarity that 

was missing before. After breakfast, I go and sit on a bench in the 

garden and listen to Adrian Dorrian’s prayer book devotional and 

then we share it together on the Mothers’ Union What’s App and 

text group. The birds and the insects seem to join in the moments of 

worship and the regular sounds of the day, cars, planes and trains 

have faded away. I really enjoy sharing these times with friends 

unseen but in my thoughts.  

On Thursday we’ve been having a Zoom barbershop chat. The first 

Thursday we joined together, we chatted so much we could hardly 

hear anything, but we are becoming better Zoom users. 

Zoom also enables a get together karaoke that we share with Mark 

and John and their friends and John’s relations every evening. It’s 

short but fun.I haven’t seen the sea for a while as I am staying at home 

for the duration, but I can hear the waves as I sit in the garden. The suck 

and let go of the waves on the stones is a reminder of the world 

outside.  
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Every day I try to cook good meals and it is good to share three 

meals every day. I am acutely aware that three good meals would 

be impossible for some people in Ireland as well as in other parts of 

the world, never mind having enough space for social distancing. 

Let’s face it I am not hungry and I have water and soap as well as 

space to live. 

At the outset, I couldn’t listen to the news as it just made me feel afraid 

and upset. I have been listening to Classic fm rather a lot. The music is 

soothing. Every day I hold my breath as the death toll of the day is 

announced and as it is, I think about each family who has lost someone 

they loved. I try not to be too much on social media but it is way of 

keeping in touch. I know from Facebook that some people have far 

more work than previously and some have none. I see the health 

workers with the marks on their faces of their masks and the strain in their 

eyes as they struggle and succeed to keep very sick people alive. I try 

not to be angry if others are less than caring or intelligent in their 

approach to this virus and to social distancing. Yet, despite the pluses 

and minuses of this time, it seems that we may hold the virus at bay or at 

least more than was feared. Life will be different when we can 

eventually emerge. We won’t be butterflies, just our old selves in a new 

situation. 

 

My Lockdown — Anonymous 
 

This is a new and very strange world in which we find ourselves! A world 

where we are told we must stay at home as there is a nasty virus outside 

which, if we allow it to come in, will make us all very sick and can, if we 

are very unlucky and careless actually kill us - scary? I think so, but on 

the other hand, many of us will have gained from this experience. 

 

Gained? Well I know I have - I have become a Spy (Espionage 

Surveyor)!! I look out my window which faces onto a roadway and spy 

on my neighbours and all the people passing by, some friendly folks 

peer in and wave, I like them. Couples pass by dragging reluctant 

children who, whilst not only missing their friends and the normality of 

school and playtime, are now forced to exercise with Mum and Dad 

with not even a bribe at the end, as the shops are firmly shut! I watch 

people walking dogs and of course I check to see if they bag the poo! 

some don’t, but they best be careful, ‘cos I know who they are! I watch 

the delivery vans scurrying from house to house and try to guess what is 

in the packets the vans deliver; DPD Is difficult they are all wrapped in 

black plastic, whilst An Post deliver goods in boxes large and small;  
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Power City deliver wonderful shapes and sizes, whilst Mick the Mattress is 

really obvious, Greenfeet has me rather puzzled, and what on earth do 

Hafele bring? It’s a big lorry. I’ve come to the conclusion that this online 

shopping will be the norm in our new world going forward. I 

 have become a Game Player; I have a new great game, it’s called 

“guess the shopping”. Not being allowed out I have to do online 

grocery shopping - this is a feat.  Firstly you must look into a crystal ball or 

engage the services of a fortune teller to ascertain what you think you 

might like to be eating or cleaning in four weeks time as you have to 

book a delivery “slot“- now the real adventure/game begins - you must 

find and tick the product from the virtual aisles, then you tick the 

quantity of each item you require - there are strange consequences 

when you get this wrong! (As I write this I am trying out another “game” 

trying to think of some delicious recipe which incorporates Bananas and 

Mushrooms in an edible way, as my last delivery brought me three boxes 

of mushrooms and seventeen bananas!!!) Having completed the order 

we then eagerly await the next part of the game- the delivery!! If the 

store is out of stock of a product you seek, they substitute as they think fit 

or just don’t bring anything! You might get the butter and sugar but, oh 

dear, no flour! ( perhaps these online grocery stores are secretly in 

league with our Health Ministry and trying to stop us eating so much!! I 

have a friend who has a sign inside her fridge which says “ are you really 

hungry or just bored “, it’s all just another part of this isolation/lockdown/

cocooning).  

Singing has now also joined my list of talents!! I now know three different 

handwash songs which allow for ninety second bubbles ( I got very tired 

of Happy Birthday after the first couple of weeks!) There is a big problem 

though with the drying of the hands as after the first couple of weeks I 

had very little skin left and now have to play ‘pat a cake, pat a cake’ to 

dry them - too sore to rub!! ( that’s another game).  

As we now all prepare to be less restricted over the next three months 

and face out into this new world we should count the lessons we have 

learnt since last March, never mind all the obvious kindness of others; the 

respect due to every single person on our many frontline services; let us 

be thankful for the talents that we have been blessed with such as 

Espionage, Gaming and Singing there’s probably lots more, but I’m a bit 

busy now as there is a delivery next door which I must supervise !!! 
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My Lcckdown— Amy Janowski 
 

Like every other family we’re almost starting into week 9 of lockdown. 

Can you believe it? 

I don’t know about anyone else, but the weeks are just flying by for us! 

Myself & Tom both work in shipping, so it’s been very busy for us in work 

so far thankfully! 

We’re fully set up to work from home, which for Tom is super as he 

usually has an hour long cycle to Dublin port and back every day hail, 

rain, sun or shine (so I can have the car!!!) so he’s loving his 2 min 

commute from bed to his laptop. 

The kids, Lilly (9) & Oliver (6) are the happiest I’ve seen them in a long 

time! They of course are missing their friends , and for Ollie- his football! 

But their loving all the family time we’re getting. We have our new 

routine going quite nicely, I set  up the “school work” for the next day 

before I go to bed, so in the morning I can help the kids for a half hour 

before I start work. Lilly has  got into a lovely habit of leaving me 

motivational notes on my computer before she goes to sleep (our office 

is her bed room!) so when I start work in the morning I find them! And 

she’s also learnt how to use the kettle and always brings me a mid 

morning cup of tea!!! It’s LOVELY!!! 

We go 

walking most 

days when I 

finish work, 

be it our 

higgeldy 

piggeldy 

walk or a few 

laps of the 

park behind 

us, but it’s 

helping us to 

stay sane!! 

We do 

weekly 

movie nights 

and board 

game 

evenings 

now!  Board Games Galore! 
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Ludo, snakes and ladders, monopoly, 

junior scrabble & labyrinth, it’s 

fantastic!! And we’ve also started 

planning a theme each week for our 

Saturday dinner, so one week we’ll 

do Chinese, or Indian, Moroccan or 

Italian (with all the trimmings!!!)The 

kids really love taking part chopping, 

mixing, stirring and the we all sit 

down to a yummy dinner we all 

helped make!! So for us, I’m using 

this time as a positive! I love my 

family and I love spending time 

with them. Full stop.! I do miss my 

mum, brothers & the rest of the 

family & my friends too!! ( thank 

goodness lockdown wasn’t 10 years ago 

when zoom & watsap didn’t exist!!!) but I 

know they’ll all still be there when we 

make it though the other side of covid., 

but I’ll never get this special time again 

with my husbee & kids Stay positive & 

keep smiling everyone 

Amy, Tom, Lilly & Oliver 

P.S. I don’t know about you but I hate the 

queues for the shops!!!!! 

Making Soup 

Motivational Messages 

Making Pizza 
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My Lockdown -  Oisin Ryan 

Lockdown has certainly been hard for everyone, but I was certainly 

lucky in my case, finding plenty to keep myself occupied. Of course, 

being in 5th Year, there was a seemingly endless pile of classwork to be 

submitted online each day, but relatively light-on-work spells like the 

Easter holidays provided more than enough free time. And it was in this 

free time that I felt most thankful for the various clubs and groups of 

which I am a member. 

From quiz nights with my rugby team, with some genuinely funny forfeits 

for the losers, to debating with Model United Nations using Zoom, and 

even watching plays with the theatre-club, I never found myself 

particularly bored. 

That isn’t to say I didn’t have further time to spend on other interests, 

which was inevitable with the apparent inability to see friends. I found 

myself beginning to learn sign language, re-engaging with my piano, 

and, admittedly, spending the odd few hours on my X-Box here and 

there, as well as taking the time to talk with family, an ever important 

activity with even greater emphasis now. 

But I wasn’t sheltered inside all day, ensuring I got out for plenty of 

exercise. Partially spurred on by pressure to remain fit for rugby, but also 

a real need to breathe some fresh air, I took up both jogging and 

cycling as my primary methods of said exercise, neither of which I had 

spent any huge amount of time with previously. 

In all, while lockdown has certainly been tough, often feeling more 

isolated and swamped with work, the bright-sides of the activities which 

I occupied myself with, as well as the promise of a potentially still great 

summer, I have hung onto plenty to be grateful for during this period.  

Working on 

a suntan! 
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Xenia Meath French Churches 
 

Apparently, this notice can now be found in all French churches: 

  

En entrant dans cette église, il est possible que vous entendiez l'appel 

de Dieu. Par contre, il n'est pas susceptible de vous contacter par 

téléphone. Merci d'avoir éteint votre téléphone. Si vous souhaitez parler 

à Dieu, entrez, choisissez un endroit tranquille et parle lui. Si vous 

souhaitez le voir, envoyez-lui un SMS en conduisant. 

  

Translation: It is possible that on entering this church, you may hear the 

Call of God. On the other hand, it is not likely that he will contact you by 

phone. Thank you for turning off your phone.  If you would like to talk to 

God, come in, choose a quiet place, and talk to him. If you would like to 

see him, send him a text while driving. 

MU Karen Nelson  

Here are some thoughts from Karen Nelson our Mother’s’ Union 

Diocesan President. She has sent us these thoughts but I think that you 

will find that they may apply to everyone not just MU members. 

For many of you who may still be working from home please see the 

following tips:- 

• Make a clear line between work and home even if it is in the same 

place – routines are key 

• Take time off – although life may merge into one long round, make 

sure you take your weekends and evenings off 

• Be kind to yourself – it is what it is, and you are doing fine – 

tomorrow is another day. 

• Take regular physical exercise and fresh air – see peoples’ faces in 

3D, albeit from a distance 

• Journal – write down what is going round in your head; it isn’t as 

big as it may seem and, having got it out, you will have room for 

more positive thoughts 

• Talk as frequently as you can to friends and family 

I particularly like the one about being kind to yourself and also to 

write down what is in your head. I have found those very useful 

thoughts . 

Carol  
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Christ Church Bray and COVID-19 

To be sung to the tune of Lanigan's Ball 

 

In the Parish of Christ Church the services were streaming 

From Colliers first then we went back to the Church. 

With Baden in full voice and Jonathan on piano 

We can worship in PJs with coffee in hand. 

While initially strange we soon got used to it 

It’s like Songs of Praise in some parallel world. 

Please God we’ll soon be all back to normal 

Though lengthening the sermons just won’t be allowed. 

The Choir they had gathered before the great lockdown 

They sang about Deer and green fields far away. 

Mozart’s Gloria from Christ Church Cathedral 

The Venite, a Psalm and a little Taize.  

 

Chorus: 

 

We’re eight long weeks in Lockdown, Cocooning, 

Eight long weeks doing nothing at all, 

For eight long weeks we’ve worshipped on laptops 

While praying for wisdom for those in the Dáil. 

Baden stepped out and David stepped in again, 

David stepped out and Baden stepped in again, 

Baden stepped out and David stepped in again 

Socially distancing while teaching God’s word. 

 

We’ve been lashing through soap and hand sanitiser 

A shortage of loo rolls, caused panic in shops.   

Our elbows are hankies it’s so unbecoming, 

It’s the new way to do things if you sneeze or cough. 

Not seeing our loved ones has challenged the best of us 

Waving through windows from the end of the drive. 

We soon became experts at ZOOM(ing) and Skype(ing) 

And staying at home to keep others alive. 

Our vocabulary’s changed now it’s all about COVID 

Pandemic, Asymptomatic and Flattening the Curve. 

While essential workers all over the Country 

Are getting the plaudits they richly deserve. 

Chorus: 
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There’s no end in sight we’ll be at this for ages, 

All Parish activities are stopped in their tracks. 

The Milk Shakes will be Recycled Teenagers 

We’ll all look like hippies with hair down our backs 

The Musical Delights are deferred ‘till October 

The Fête has been cancelled there’s gloom all around. 

The Shack and the Shutters for the present are silent, 

We’ll be six feet apart ‘till a vaccine is found. 

 

Chorus:  

 

 

Robert Sparkes 

              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

In Ladies workout Express 
our club has no joining fee                                    
We have fabulous facilities 

Amazing classes with remarkable results. 
Call to 4 Castle Street or 01-2828707 

Diane: 087- 2101226 , Breda: 085- 8207225 



Hey God 

Me: Hey God. 

God: Hello. 

Me: I'm falling apart. Can you put me back together? 

God: I would rather not. 

Me: Why? 

God: Because you aren't a puzzle. 

Me: What about all of the pieces of my life that are falling down onto 

the ground? 

God: Let them stay there for a while. They fell off for a reason. Take 

some time and decide if you need any of those pieces back. 

Me: You don't understand! I'm breaking down! 

God: No - you don't understand. You are breaking through. What you 

are feeling are just growing pains. You are shedding the things and the 

people in your life that are holding you back. You aren't falling apart. 

You are falling into place. Relax. Take some deep breaths and allow 

those things you don't need anymore to fall off of you. Quit holding on-

to the pieces that don't fit you anymore. Let them fall off. Let them go. 

Me: Once I start doing that, what will be left of me? 

God: Only the very best pieces of you. 

Me: I'm scared of changing. 

God: I keep telling you - YOU AREN'T CHANGING!! YOU ARE BECOMING! 

Me: Becoming who? 

God: Becoming who I created you to be! A person of light and love 

and charity and hope and courage and joy and mercy and grace and 

compassion. I made you for more than the shallow pieces you have 

decided to adorn yourself with that you cling to with such greed and 

fear. Let those things fall off of you. I love you! Don't change! ... Be-

come! Become! Become who I made you to be. I'm going to keep tell-

ing you this until you remember it. 

Me: There goes another piece. 

God: Yep. Let it be. 

Me: So ... I'm not broken? 

God: Of course not! - but you are breaking like the dawn. It's a new 

day. 

Become!!! 

 

•Author: Hey God. Hey John. // John Roedel  
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Let’s-Go with LEGO 

Many of you may have seen this on social media; an Australian 

beekeeper built a hive completely out of Lego..... and the bees moved 

in!! Well, it got us thinking, (always a dangerous development!). Given 

how we are a church 

community of all ages, 

and how Lego is loved 

by people of all ages; 

why not run a summer 

project for all ages. 

We’ll have more 

details on our 

Facebook and website 

in the coming days but 

for now we’d like to 

invite YOU to get 

creative. Whether it’s 

your favourite Bible 

Story built in Lego, or 

one of the Bible 

characters, or even 

something you’ve 

been working on for 

ages and are ready to 

show the rest of us, 

can you please take a 

picture or a video and 

send it to us? If you 

need Lego to get 

started, or to complete 

your project, we 

literally have 

bucketloads in the 

Shack.  

Just call Avril on 

0872913419. Now get 

buzzy (sorry!) and send 

us those pics!!  

Avril Stanley 
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Wicklow Décor  
 

 

 

Delgany, Greystones, Bray, Wicklow, Arklow, 

Ashford, Kilcoole, Newcastle 

Professional Painters and Decorators 

Interior and Exterior 

Houses Offices Apartments Shops 

Dependable and Reliable Tradesmen 

Wallpapering Specialists 

C2 Registered          Free Estimates 

Tel: 087 2547598 

Email: Patrick@wicklowdecor.ie 

12 Holywell Way, Sea Road, Kilcoole, Co Wicklow 

mailto:Patrick@wicklowdecor.ie
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Local History Society Lectures  

June 2020 

Due to the Government restrictions to prevent the spread of Covid-19 by 

restricting public meetings and gatherings, the introduction of social 

distancing, and the closing of schools, colleges, museums and galleries, 

all lectures and meetings of local history societies remain suspended 

until further notice. 

 

Publications 

‘Journal of the Federation Local History Societies 2019 - Volume 24’, Hon. 

Editor Larry Breen, published by the Federation of Local History Societies. 

 The Federation of Local History Societies [FOLHS] was established in 

1981 to promote the interests of amateur historian and voluntary 

museums in the Republic of Ireland, and to represent their views. Every 

year it publishes an annual journal containing activity reports from 

member societies and articles covering a variety of local history 

subjects. Articles in this year’s journal  include - 

 

• ‘Editorial’ by Larry Breen which provides an overview of FOLHS 

activities during 2019. 

• ‘A Summer Visitor to Ireland (Continued)’ by Denis G. Marnane 

recalls an 1840 visit to Ireland by a Mrs. West in 1846. 

• ‘Bantry’s Hotels, Past and Present’ are recalled by Colum 

Hourihane. 

• ‘Belfast and Limerick: A Tale of One Town, One City and Two 

Families’ by George McBride. 

•  ‘Ireland’s Atlantis: Fact or Myth’ by Noelene Crowe. 

•  ‘Death of a Local Shop in Youghal - A Local History Treasure 

Trove’ by Kieran Groeger. 
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• ‘The Curragh of Kildare - A Unique Landscape’ by Hugh 

Crawford. 

• ‘Thomas Larkin - An Early Telephone Pioneer of America’ by 

Michael Larkin 

• ‘Passing It On’ by Doreen McBride. 

• ‘Memories of Rural E and the Arrival of the ‘Electric’ in County 

Offaly: An Oral History Project’ by John Gibbons. 

• ‘Slaughter in the Setting Sun. Which was the Battle of 

Benburb? by Art O Dálaigh. 

• ‘Remembering the RMS Leinster: The Centenary’ by Philip 

Lecane. 

• ‘The Life and Times of Rev. James Colgan, Priest and 

Politician’ by James Colgan. 

•  ‘The Irish Mesolithic Period’ by Keith Murphy. 

•  ‘The Path to Glasnevin Cemetery’ by Myles Duffy. 

•  ‘Viking Objectives in 9 th Century Ireland’ by Keith Murphy. 

 

 There is also a report on the North - South Exchange Visit to 

Armagh City on September28 th - 29 th 2019 between the FOLHS and its 

Northern Ireland counterpart, the Federation for Ulster Local Studies in 

addition to individual reports from - 

•  Clane Local History Group. 

•  Cloyne Literary &amp; Historical Society. 

•  Cork Non-Fiction Writers. 

•  Celebration Cork Past Exhibition held on Saturday October 

28 th 2019. 

•  South East Galway Archaeological and Historical Society. 

•  Passage West Maritime Museum. 

•  Bray Cualann Historical Society. 



 29 

• Cave Hill Conservation Campaign. 

• FOLHS 2019 AGM, Minutes, and Secretary’s Report. 

• The FOLHS Visit to Northumbria, U.K., from April 8 th to April 12 

th 2019. 

• Obituary to Joe Kelly, Galway Archaeological &amp; 

Historical Society 

 

 There is also a listing by county of the societies who are members 

of the FOLHS with acontact address for each of them. 

 Copies of this excellent publication are available by post for €10 

and ordered from LarryBreen who can be contacted at: 

larrybreen8@outlook.com . 

 

 

         James Scannell  

 

My Dear Friends, 

 

I thought that I should thank you all for your kind thoughts, cards, letters 

and messages which I have received since my accident. I am now able 

to walk fairly well but my right foot is turned out too much and the 

suggested care is walk and walk. I wish I could meet the driver of the car 

who was on the road that day as the bother it caused is extraordinary. 

 

Again thanks everybody,  

Joe (Whitten) 
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Christ Church Services June and July 2020 

 

11am Sunday Services available to view online at the following link 

www.churchservices.tv/christchurchbray  

 

Service sheets available to view or download from our website 

www.christchurchbray.ie  

 

 

Sunday 7th June  Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 14th June  Morning Prayer 

 

Sunday 21st June   Morning Prayer 

 

Sunday 28th June   Family Service 

 

Sunday 5th July   Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 12th July  Morning Prayer 

 

Sunday 19th July  Morning Prayer 

 

Sunday 26th July     Family Service  

 

  

http://www.churchservices.tv/christchurchbray
http://www.christchurchbray.ie
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