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CHRIST CHURCH, BRAY 

 

Family Service 
 

The Day of Pentecost 
Whitsunday 

 
Sunday, 31st May 2020 

 

Available to join live or download later at churchservices.tv/christchurchbray 

 
The Bells of Christ Church Bray 

Musical Prelude – Edward Harte 

 

The Gathering of God’s People  

 
Christ is risen! 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 
Hymn - Spirit of God, unseen as the wind [CH386] 
 

Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, 
gentle as is the dove; 
teach us the truth and help us believe, 
show us the Saviour's love. 
 

1 You spoke to us long, long ago, 
gave us the written word; 
we read it still, needing its truth, 
through it God's voice is heard. 

2 Without your help we fail our Lord, 
we cannot live his way; 
we need your power, we need your strength, 
following Christ each day. 

Margaret Old (b.1932), based on Acts 2: 2 

As we wait in silence, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we listen to your word, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we worship you in majesty, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your refreshing, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your renewing, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
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As we long for your equipping, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your empowering, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
 
The Collect of the Day  
Almighty God, 
who on the day of Pentecost 
sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles 
with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame, 
filling them with joy and boldness to preach the gospel: 
By the power of the same Spirit 
strengthen us to witness to your truth 
and to draw everyone to the fire of your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Penitence  
You have sent us the Spirit of love,  
but we have preferred to detest those who oppose us.  
You have sent us the Spirit of joy,  
but we have taken your gifts for granted and have not been thankful.  
You have sent us the Spirit of peace,  
but we have allowed our selfishness to cause strife and argument.  
You have sent us the Spirit of kindness,  
but we have not noticed other people’s needs.  
You have sent us the Spirit of gentleness,  
but we have not been sensitive to the feelings of others.  
Forgive us, merciful God.  
Teach us how much we need the power of your Spirit in our lives; and breathe new life 
into us; for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. 
 
May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore you in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Your word is a lantern to my feet 
and a light upon our path. c.f. Psalm 119:105 
 
O Lord, your word is everlasting: 
it stands firm for ever in the heavens. c.f. Psalm 119:89 
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Let us then receive the word of the Lord. 
so may the light of your presence shine into our hearts. 
 

Proclaiming and Receiving the Word  

 
Dramatised reading based on Acts 2 : 1-21 
Patrick and Eli Donaghy 
 
A Collect of the Word  
O God, 
who taught the hearts of your faithful people 
by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: 
grant us by the same Spirit 
to have a right judgement in all things, 
and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; 
through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.   Amen 
 
Talk 
 

The Response to God’s Word 

 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
who made the world? 
I believe and trust in him 
 
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ, 
who redeemed mankind? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit 
who gives life to the people of God? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
we believe and trust in One God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   Amen 
 
Music in Worship 

“Listen” 
Sung by the Salmon sisters 
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The Prayers of the People  
Read by Avril Stanley 
 
Father God, Thank you for the beauty of our creation, For the lovely weather that’s making 
the lockdown a little more bearable. Help us to see the needs of others both here and far 
away and to do what we can to help.  
Spirit of God Open our eyes. 
 
Father God, Thank you for the beautiful birdsong we hear in our gardens and on our daily 
walks. Thank you for the gift of music which can lift our spirits. Thank you that we can hear 
the voices of our loved ones even though we can’t visit them. Help us to listen carefully as 
others speak and to hear the hidden voice of fear, of loneliness or of sadness.  
Spirit of God : Open our ears. 
 
Lord Jesus, Thank you for our loved ones, our friends and our families, thank you for the 
way they can help us feel better and safe. Thank you for the simple gifts of love in kind and 
thoughtful actions. Help us to support those who are struggling and especially those who 
are sick..... or sad....  
Spirit of God : Open our hearts. 
 
Holy Spirit, Thank you for the gift of creativity , thank you for those who continue to teach 
us and inspire us. Thank you for scientists and all frontline workers who do so much to help 
everybody else. Help us to use our minds to find ways to bring joy to others through Art, 
Music, words and deeds. 
Spirit of God: Open our Minds. 
 
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Thank you for our mouths, which can make loads of 
noise or sing beautiful songs or whisper words of kindness. Help us always to use our words 
to support and encourage others and not to hurt or hinder anybody else. As we worship 
you today  
Spirit of God: Open our Mouths. 
 
Lord we pray for the young people in our parish at this time of change and confusion. We 
ask you to protect them from harsh words or evil intent. Help them to know you as a friend 
and as a saviour and help us to learn from them as we hope they learn from us. We pray 
that you would inspire them to use this time creatively and with kindness. Help them to 
discover new opportunities and insights into this world that we live in that needs their 
hope, joy and enthusiasm. We ask this in Jesus name. Amen 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, we pray: 
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Our Father, who art in heaven: 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Happy Birthdays 

 

 

  

 
(Words for Pentecost, the Church’s birthday) 
It’s the church’s special day 
Right here at Christ Church Bray 
And if you’re born in May 
It’s your’s too 
 
…Happy Birthday to you 
 

Going Out as God’s People  

 

Be with us Lord, 
as we go out into the world. 
May the lips that have sung your praise 
always speak the truth; 
may the ears which have heard your Word 
listen only to what is good 
and may our lives as well as our worship 
be always pleasing in your sight, 
for the glory of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
God of power, 
may the boldness of the Spirit transform us, 
may the gentleness of the Spirit lead us, 
may the gifts of your Spirit equip us to serve and worship you, 
now and always. 
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The Dismissal  
Jesus said, ‘Receive the Spirit: as the Father sent me, so I send you.’ 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
Hymn – Lord of the Church [CH303] 
 
1 Lord of the Church, we pray for our renewing: 
  Christ over all, our undivided aim. 
Fire of the Spirit, burn for our enduing, 
  wind of the Spirit, fan the living flame! 
We turn to Christ amid our fear and failing, 
  the will that lacks the courage to be free, 
the weary labours, all but unavailing, 
  to bring us nearer what a church should be. 
 
2 Lord of the church, we seek a Father's blessing, 
  a true repentance and a faith restored, 
a swift obedience and a new possessing, 
  filled with the Holy Spirit of the Lord! 
We turn to Christ from all our restless striving, 
  unnumbered voices with a single prayer: 
the living water for our souls' reviving, 
  in Christ to live, and love and serve and care. 
 
3 Lord of the church, we long for our uniting, 
  true to one calling, by one vision stirred; 
one cross proclaiming and one creed reciting, 
  one in the truth of Jesus and his word! 
So lead us on; till toil and trouble ended, 
  one church triumphant one new song shall sing, 
to praise his glory, risen and ascended, 
  Christ over all, the everlasting King! 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (1926-2007) 

 
Musical postlude 
John Morris 

 

Material in this service from The Book of Common Prayer copyright © RCB 2004 & 2018 

All songs covered by CCLI have been reproduced under CCLI Licence number 1352457 
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Next Sunday, June 7th 
 

Trinity Sunday 
 

Holy Communion 2 
 

 
 

 
Sunday 14th June Morning Prayer 
Sunday 21st June  Morning Prayer 
Sunday28th June  Family Service 
Sunday 5th July Holy Communion 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Rev. Baden Stanley 087 948 4407 (day off Tuesday) 
Lay Minister: David Reynolds 087 918 7792 

Parish Office -286 2968 
 

                    For family reasons, Baden is only covering pastoral emergencies this week, 
but do not hesitate to call him if necessary. 

 
Tracey is currently working from home, but please do email or leave a phone message. 

christchurchbray@gmail.com // facebook.com/christchurchbray 
www.christchurchbray.ie 

 
 
  

mailto:christchurchbray@gmail.com
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Prayers for personal use 
 
A Prayer on Easing of Lockdown  
O God, the light of the minds that know you, 
life of the souls that love you, 
and strength of the hearts that serve you: 
meet us when our minds seem stuck in confusion, our souls stand lost in despair and our 
hearts are plunged in desolation. 
Give our hands good work to do, 
that in serving the needs of others 
we may rediscover ourselves while finding you  Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Canon Sam Wells, Vicar, St Martin in the Fields, London 

 
A Prayer for Healthcare Workers 
Loving God, 
we place into your care 
all our doctors, nurses and healthcare workers. 
Give them courage of heart  
and strength of mind and body. 
Keep them safe from harm. 
May they know our deep gratitude 
for all they are doing 
to heal and help those affected by 
the coronavirus. 
God of all consolation 
may they know your protection and peace. 
Bless them in these challenging days  
and bless their families.   Amen. 

kandle.ie 

 
Living generously 
Even when times are hard, help me to be generous to others, like you 
whose sun shines on good and bad alike; 
more ready to forgive than to judge, 
to take the beam from my eye before removing the speck from someone else’s 
and accepting of mercy from others. 
May I treat people as I wish to be treated. 

(drawing on Matthew 5-7) 
Savi Hensman, King’s College London 

 

 
 


