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CHRIST CHURCH, BRAY 

Palm Sunday 

 5th April 2020 

11:00 

 

Follow the service on churchservices.tv/colliersbray 

There will be a musical introduction from 10:55, including the music for … 
Hymn - All glory laud and honour 
Please join in [words on page 6] 

The Gathering of God’s People 

The Greeting 
 
Grace, mercy and peace  
from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ  
be with you all  
and also with you.  
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, today begins the week of all weeks, This is the week in which 
we follow our Saviour Jesus Christ on the way of suffering to the Cross and on the way of 
victory through the Cross to the Resurrection. Today, we gather with the crowds on the 
road to Jerusalem, to greet Our Lord as he begins his journey, to sing his praise and to 
welcome him to his city, We rejoice with all our hearts and voices in the knowledge that, if 
we do not speak out his praises, the stones themselves will sing.  
O Lord, open our lips  
and our mouth will proclaim your praise! 
 
The Collect for Palm Sunday 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
who, in your tender love towards the human race, 
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
to take upon him our flesh 
and to suffer death upon the cross: 
Grant that we may follow the example 

http://www.churchservices.tv/colliers
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of his patience and humility, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Penitence 
 
We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden,  
to ask for his forgiveness and peace. 
 
God be gracious to us and bless us, 
and make your face shine upon us: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
May your ways be known on the earth, 
your saving power among the nations: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
May almighty God, 
who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 
bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever.   Amen. 
 

Proclaiming and Receiving the Word 

 
Matthew 21:1-11 King James Version (KJV)           Read by Artemis Kent 
21 And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto the 
mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, 
2 Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass 
tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto me. 
3 And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and 
straightway he will send them. 
4 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 
5 Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an 
ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. 
6 And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, 
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7 And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set him 
thereon. 
8 And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches 
from the trees, and strawed them in the way. 
9 And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the son 
of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 
10 And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this? 
11 And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 
 
Reflection 
 

The Response to God’s Word 

An Affirmation of Faith 
 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
 
The Prayers 
 
Lord Jesus, on this day you entered into Jerusalem to fulfil your Father's will:  
give us grace to enter into your will and purpose for our lives.  
Lord, hear us  
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
Lord Jesus, on this day you began a journey which would lead to pain and suffering:  
give grace to those who are on difficult journeys in their own lives.  
Lord, hear us  
Lord, graciously hear us,  
 
Lord Jesus, on this day you received the welcome and acclamation of the crowds:  
keep us pure in heart when we receive praise and encouragement.  
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Lord, hear us  
Lord, graciously hear us,  
 
Lord Jesus, on this day you rode in humility on a donkey:  
keep us from exalting ourselves, and make us humble in everything we do.  
Lord, hear us  
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
Lord Jesus, on this day, the people sang praise with all their strength:  
make our praises joyful, but always from the depth of our hearts.  
Lord, hear us  
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
Lord Jesus, on this day, the cold jealousy of the Pharisees is exposed, as they want the 
people to stop:  
forgive us when the praise of others shows up our coldness of heart.  
Lord, hear us  
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
Lord Jesus, on this day, you said the very stones might sing your praise:  
give us such a reverence for your creation that we may sing our praises in harmony with all 
you have made.  
Lord, hear us  
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Lord Jesus, on this day you wept for the peace of Jerusalem, your beloved city.  
We pray for the peace of that holy place, and for peace in our own towns and cities.  
Lord, hear us  
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
Lord Jesus, on this day many did not recognize that they were being visited by the Son of 
God:  
open our hearts and minds that we may recognize you in all your words, works and ways.  
Lord, hear us  
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
In offering our prayers this Palm Sunday, we commit ourselves to follow you on the way to 
the cross, in the knowledge that this way is none other than the way of life and peace.  
Lord Jesus, be our Way  
Lord Jesus, be our Truth,  
Lord Jesus, be our Life,  
this Holy Week and for ever. Amen 
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Gathering all our prayers and praises into one, we pray as our Saviour Christ has taught us: 
Our Father....  
 

Going Out as God’s People 
 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
   his mercy endures for ever. 

Psalm 118 v1 

 
The Blessing 
 
Go out into Holy Week, clinging to hope amongst the darkness. 
Go out with joy, knowing that resurrection is around the corner. 
Go out with peace, and seek a better world. 
 

Hymn - There is a green hill far away [recorded by our choir] 
Please join in [words on next page] 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Baden Stanley 087 948 4407 (day off Tuesday) 

Lay Minister: David Reynolds 087 918 7792 

Parish Office -286 2968 

Tracey is currently working from home, but please do email or leave a phone message. 

christchurchbray@gmail.com // facebook.com/christchurchbray 

www.christchurchbray.ie 

 
  

mailto:christchurchbray@gmail.com
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All glory, laud, and honour [CH217] 
 
All glory, laud, and honour 
  To Thee, Redeemer, King! 
To Whom the lips of children 
  Made sweet Hosannas ring, 
 
Thou art the King of Israel 
  Thou David's Royal Son, 
Who in the Lord’s name comest, 
  The King and Blessèd One. 
 
The company of Angels 
  Is praising Thee on high, 
And mortal men, and all things 
  Created make reply. 
 

The people of the Hebrews 
  With palms before Thee went 
Our praise and prayers and anthems 
  Before Thee we present. 
 
To Thee before Thy Passion 
  They sang their hymns of praise; 
To Thee now high exalted 
  Our melody we raise. 
 
Thou didst accept their praises; 
  Accept the praise we bring, 
Who in all good delightest, 
  Thou good and gracious King. 

Theodulf, Bishop of Orléans (c. 820) Tr: J. M. Neale (1854) 
Matthew 21 : 8-9 

 
 
There is a green hill far away [CH244] 
 
There is a green hill far away, 
without a city wall, 
where the dear Lord was crucified, 
who died to save us all. 
 
We may not know, we cannot tell 
what pains he had to bear, 
but we believe it was for us 
he hung and suffered there. 
 

He died that we might be forgiven, 
he died to make us good, 
that we might go at last to heaven, 
saved by his precious blood. 
 
There was no other good enough 
to pay the price of sin; 
he only could unlock the gate  
of heaven, and let us in. 

O dearly, dearly has he loved, 
and we must love him too, 
and trust in his redeeming blood, 
and try his works to do. 
 

Cecil Frances (Fanny) Alexander (1818-95) 
 

All songs covered by CCLI have been reproduced under CCLI Licence number 1352457 

  



7 
 

 

A call to pray at home this afternoon 
 
The leaders of Ireland’s main churches have invited people to take part in prayers 
throughout the island on Palm Sunday, 3pm-4pm.  
 
“As church leaders, we join together in calling all our people to pray. As we begin the 
journey through Holy Week towards Good Friday and Easter, we invite all Christians from 
across the whole church to join in prayer on Palm Sunday, remembering that we should 
only gather to pray within our own households, in line with government advice,” they said. 
 
They have also paid tribute to everyone in the health and social care services and those on 
the front line, for their courage in the battle against the coronavirus pandemic. 

 
 
Almighty and All–loving God,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
we pray to you through Christ the Healer  
for those who suffer from the coronavirus and covid–19  
in Ireland and across the world.  
We pray too for all who reach out to those who mourn the loss  
of each and every person who has died as a result of contracting the disease.  
Give wisdom to policymakers,  
skill to healthcare professionals and researchers,  
comfort to everyone in distress  
and a sense of calm to us all in these days of uncertainty and distress.  
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord  
who showed compassion to the outcast,  
acceptance to the rejected  
and love to those to whom no love was shown.  
Amen.  

[Archbishop Michael Jackson] 

 
Almighty and merciful God, who in  
Days of old didst give to this land  
The benediction of thy holy Church;  
withdraw not, we pray thee, thy favour  
from us, but so correct what is amiss,  
and supply what is lacking, that we may  
more and more bring forth fruit to thy  
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

[suggested by Bishop David McClay] 


