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CHRIST CHURCH – PARISH OF BRAY 

  

Rector:  Rev. Baden Stanley  0879484407 

(day off Tuesday) 

 

Lay Minister: David Reynolds 

The Rectory, Church Road, Bray 
t 

Parish Office:   
 Tel / 01 2862968 

Office Hours - Monday - Thursday 9am—1pm  
e mail:  christchurchbray@gmail.com 

website www.christchurchbray.ie 
www.facebook.com/christchurchbray  

 

In Touch email: intouchbray@gmail.com  

Organist & Music Director: John Morris 

Mothers’ Union 

Meets 2nd   Monday of the month in PLC @ 8pm 

  Hall Bookings –Contact Parish Office 

 Bellringing: Jason Warnock & Simon O’Connor 

In Emergency 
For Pastoral or other emergencies, phone Rev. Baden Stanley 087 948 
4407 . Please do leave a message if there is no response –phones may be 
switched to silent during church services, home visits, meetings 
etc.Please make immediate contact in cases of sickness, hospitalisation, 
or bereavement. Do not assume that somebody else has done so. 
Remember hospitals and hospital chaplains are not permitted to inform 
the clergy that someone is in hospital.  
 
 



From the RectorY: OUR DEEPER INSTINCTS 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Welcome to our Easter edition of our par-

ish magazine. We are living in extra ordinary times, full of change and 

challenge. The arrival and spread of Covid 19 on our island has thankful-

ly remained somewhat in check, thanks in most part to the phenomenal 

work of our frontline workers and your adherence to the restrictions 

brought in by our government. Every day I’m hearing heartening stories 

of people’s kindness to one another and harrowing accounts of peo-

ple’s struggles, during this time of unsettling fear and concern. I want to 

encourage you to pray every day for those in deepest need both here 

and right around the world. They say that Sir Isaac Newton, when sent 

home from college during a plague used the months of self-isolating to 

develop some of his extraordinary discoveries including the laws of grav-

ity.  

My slightly less admirable contribution to awareness of how gravity works 

happened while on my daily 2 km walk. A raised piece of pavement 

snagged my foot and I found myself beginning to fall. In such ‘life and 

death” situations things seem to happen in slow motion. I distinctly re-

member instinctively trying to counterbalance by falling backwards only 

to realise that to do so would probably cause me more serious injury. I 

had to countermand my first instinct and allow myself to fall forward and 

to roll into the fall with my hands outstretched. This deeper instinct 

proved correct as I ended up on the ground with a sprained hand, a 

grazed elbow, a sore hip and a bruised ego but thankfully nothing 

worse.  

As I looked up I noticed two people who had been walking behind me 

instinctively rush to help me but then their deeper instinct kicked in and 

they hesitated to know what best to do in terms of physically distancing. 

While we don’t always have the luxury of taking that extra moment be-

fore reacting to a situation there can be no doubt that this time of isola-

tion and distancing is presenting us with challenges that can go very 

deeply intoour core identity. I suspect all of us have felt that consistent 

gnawing, unsettling fear as the hidden virus comes closer to our loved 

ones and our homes and while it is important that we isolate and physi-

cally distance ourselves it is rightly important that we don’t cut ourselves  

 



off socially or  spiritually. As Christians we know that there is a peace 

which passes all understanding; we know that prayer, bible reading 

and worship work: we know that no matter what happens to us God’s 

presence and love is both promised and assured. One of the challeng-

es facing us as a society, is that we do not become defined by fear or 

by the spread of this virus. Our deeper instinct must always be to trust, 

to follow and to obey. People we meet whether virtually or in real time 

need to see and experience God’s love in action through us and in 

spite of us. Keep praying, keep trusting, and keep loving as Christ has 

commanded us to do. 

 

In His Service 

 

Baden 

 
Connect online! 

 

As our experience of ‘being church” changes from physical to virtual 

there are a number of on-line connection points with the parish. Our 

website is www.christchurchbray.ie Our Facebook page is called Christ 

Church Bray We are also developing our email connections  

(christchurchbray@gmail.com ) and WhatsApp groups (087 9484407) 

We have also been developing a YouTube Channel for all ages called 

“The Story Tree” which you can find by clicking the following link  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrK0DFTP1odpiOyxBSqyKxw 

 

Finally this week we have set up a live stream from the Epiphany Chap-

el which is where you can follow our Sunday services at 11am. The ad-

dress is www.churchservices.tv/christchurchbray . This is a 24/7 live 

stream so you can log in at any time, even just to see the familiar interi-

or of our church building. Please be patient as we learn as we go. Our 

heartfelt thanks to the Collier family for facilitating us using their premis-

es for Sunday worship up to now. Their generous support is as always, 

really appreciated. 



Women’s World Day of Prayer: 

 

Before the Covid 19 restrictions came into place there was a lovely ser-

vice held in St.Fergal’s Oratory on Saturday 7th March. As you will see 

from the accompanying pictures the service was enjoyed and cele-

brated by members of churches across our community. The service 

booklet was prepared by Women in Zimbabwe. 

 



Taking Time out 

 

An awful lot of work has been carried out by parishioners and parish 

staff in recent weeks. John and the choir have been working behind 

the scenes making sure there are familiar hymns at our on-line 

services. John and David have also been working hard on the prepara-

tion of the services as well. David has been instrumental in getting the 

fixed camera into the church for our live streaming. Tracey has been 

working from home above and beyond her weekly hours. I want to 

thank everyone who continues to do so much on behalf of the parish 

during this challenging time. As we have developed our on-line con-

nections we have been frequently reminded that the church is the 

people, living stones, who don’t always have to meet within the con-

crete stones of our beautiful building. Obviously we look forward to our 

return to Christ church Bray but as that return is likely to be some 

months away I am encouraging everyone to take the week after Easter 

off to refresh, replenish and just breathe. I am still contactable for pasto-

ral emergencies on 087 9484407 and we will be back for our 11 o’clock 

service on Sunday 19th April. 

 

Our Sympathies 

 

We know that many people are grieving at this time for loved ones that 

have died in recent days, weeks, months and even years. Our prayers 

are with those who are entering the last phase of their life, especially 

with all the restrictions that are now in place, in nursing homes, hospitals 

and hospices. Over the last few weeks a number of our parishioners 

have lost members of their extended family and our love and prayers 

are with them at this time especially Patsy Quinn on the death of Ne-

ville, Artemis Kent on the death of her brother in law Abdullah and Nicki 

Henderson on the death of her beloved mum Phyllis. And also to Carol 

Cassidy on the death of her beloved mum, Joan.  

I am very conscious that a number of our younger parishioners are also 

grieving not just about restrictions from meeting up with their friends but 

especially from a deep rooted fear that they are “vectors” who might 

transmit Covid 19 without having any of the symptoms themselves. This 

can cause significant anxiety and grief to our young people who may 

be terrified that they may cause their vulnerable loved ones to be ill 

and maybe even die. Please be mindful in your communication with 

our young folk that despite appearances they do listen and they do 

worry. 
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Legal Matters 

 

As most of you are aware each year around this time we hold our par-

ish annual general meeting known as the Easter Vestry. This meeting is a 

legal requirement for new officers and vestry members to be nominat-

ed and elected. Obviously we can not go ahead with the meeting giv-

en the current restrictions, technically there is provision for the meeting 

to be delayed as late as the 18th May, however as it is still likely that 

some form of restrictions will still be in place by then the Church of 

Ireland is examining legal options to extend the delay as long as need-

ed. In the meantime all current vestry members and office holders are 

requested to remain in position and a small leadership team of vestry 

members has been empowered to make decisions on behalf of the 

Select Vestry until it is possible and safe for the full Select Vestry to meet. 

 

Volunteers Available  

 

It has been very encouraging to hear stories of how family friends and 

neighbours have been supporting and assisting those who are not able 

to leave their homes. If you find yourself without such support or help, 

please do ring me on 087 948 4407 and we will link you up with one of 

our volunteers. My thanks to Nicola Gray for her help in setting up and 

running this Pastoral Support Team. 

 

Easter Reflection 

 

The celebration of Easter helps us to emerge from the dark days of Lent 

and Holy Week. Easter helps us to look beyond our current circumstanc-

es to eternity with God in Heaven. In the same way even while we are 

struggling to cope now we are beginning to look beyond our current 

limitations to a time when we’ll be able to meet, to greet, and to hug. 

One of the songs that keeps buzzing around my head in recent days is 

the beautiful hymn, Think of a World without any Flowers: 

 

Think of a world without any flowers, 

think of a world without any trees, 

think of a sky without any sunshine, 

think of the air without any breeze. 

We thank you, Lord, for flowers and trees and sunshine. 

We thank you, Lord, and praise your holy name. 

Think of a world without any animals, 

think of a field without any herd, 

think of a stream without any fishes, 



think of a dawn without any bird. 

We thank you, Lord, for all your living creatures. 

We thank you, Lord, and praise your holy name. 

 

One of the unintended positives to come out of this global pandemic 

has been the sharp reduction in air pollution above the industrial cities 

of the world and the clearing of the waters of tourist cities like Venice. 

This reminds us of the severe impact we are having on our finite and 

fragile planet. When we return we must insist it will not be business as 

usual. While our people are suffering our planet is getting an opportuni-

ty to breathe. This too must be true of our churches and Christian 

communities. It will not be possible to simply go back to the way things 

were. Church Communities will change significantly over these coming 

weeks as people dip in and out of on-line church connections. We must 

be creative and courageous in our preparation for this new reality. 

Change is inevitable, growth is intentional. We have time to pray and 

prepare to “Be” Church in a new exciting way. To Change the last 

verse of Doreen (Bunty) Newport’s Hymn: 

 

Think of a church without any people , 

Think of a faith which no-one wants to share; 

Think of a town without any churches, 

No-one to love and nobody to care. 

We thank you Lord, for families and friendships, 

We thank you Lord and praise your Holy Name 

 

When we return from our Easter break we will have but a short season 

before Pentecost in June when hopefully some form of normality will be 

returning, to reimagine and re-vision what Church needs to be for a 

very different world. We can see this as a daunting challenge or as an 

opportunity to grow deeper together in our Christian Faith. 

 

Baden 
ALONE COVID-19 Helpline 

 

ALONE has launched a national support line and additional supports for 

older people who have concerns or are facing difficulties relating to 

the outbreak of COVID-19 (Coronavirus) in Ireland. Professional staff will 

be available to answer queries and give advice and reassurance 

where necessary. The support line will be open Monday to Friday, 8am-

8pm, by calling 0818 222 024, and hours may be extended to meet the 

demand. 
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Who Should Cocoon? 

 Everyone aged 70 or over 

 Everyone living in a residential home or long-term care 

 People who have serious medical conditions that make 

them vulnerable, like organ transplant recipients, people 

undergoing cancer treatment severe respiratory conditions, 

rare diseases that increase the risk of infections, pregnant 

women who have significant heart disease. 

What Does Cocooning Mean? 

It means you should stay at home at all times and avoid face-to 

face contact. This is for the next two weeks initially. Family, carers 

neighbours and our public services will help ensure you have the 

support you need. 

DO 

 Stay at home at all times and avoid any face-to-face 

contact for 2 weeks from 27 March. 

 If you have a garden or balcony, spend time outside for 

fresh air. 

 Keep in touch with family and friends over the phone or 

online if you have access. 

 Keep yourself mobile by getting up and moving as much as 

possible. 

 Ask neighbours, family or friends to get any shopping or 

medicine you need - do not go out shopping. 

 Arrange for food or medicine deliveries to be left outside 

your door. 

 Use the phone if you need to contact your GP or other 

services - do not leave your house. 
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DON’T  

 Go outside your home and garden 

 Have visitors to your home, except for essential carers 

 

If you live with a person who needs to be cocooned 

Even though it is hard, try to stay 1 metre apart from 

vulnerable people in your home. 

 

Where can I get help? 

 The Government is arranging for each county council or 

local 

 authority to set up supports for access to food, essential 

household supplies and medicines 

 ALONE is providing a telephone support line, seven days a 

week from 8am – 8pm 0818 222 024 

 You can contact HSE Live 1850 24 1850 for information and 

advice on health services 

 For factual, updated information on coronavirus, go to 

hse.ie 

 

Every person needs to follow these 6 key steps to 

prevent coronavirus 
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Social Distancing in Bray  

Photos by Declan Surpless 
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Local History Society Lectures  

April 2020 

Due to the restrictions announced by the Government on Thursday 

March 12th to prevent the spread of Covid-19 by restricting public 

meetings and gatherings, the introduction of social distancing, and the 

closing of schools, colleges, museums and galleries, all lectures and 

meetings of local history societies have been cancelled and will not 

resume until permitted to do so.  

 

Publications 

‘Dublin Historical Record – Autumn/Winter 2019’, Editor Dr. Séamas Ó 

Maitiú, published by the Old Dublin Society.  

A self portrait of Sarah Cecilia Harrison, reproduced by kind per-

mission of the Hugh Lane Gallery, Dublin’s first female city councillor, is 

the front cover illustration for this issue as it  relates to one of the articles 

in it. Articles featured in this issue of the Dublin Historical Record, which 

has the wider world of Dublin’s Industrial, business, economic, and so-

cial life as a common theme, include the following -    

• ‘In Around the Town’ Dr. Séamas Ó Maitiú reflects on various 

events that have taken place in the city including the presenta-

tion of the Lord Mayor’s Certificate in Local studies to students 

who completed this course over 2018/2019, and the discovery of 

the walls of one of Dublin’s most important eighteenth and the 

nineteenth century Catholic chapels in Townsend Street.  

  

• Margaret Smith in ‘Samuel Clayton, Forger Freemason Freeman’ 

provides a biography of this former Dublin engraver who died in 

New South Wales, Australia, in 1853.  



 15 

• Brenda Ryan in ‘The Monument Creamery Ltd (1918-1966): 100 

Year’s Anniversary’   provides a brief history of this unique Irish 

business  which at his peak  had 24 shops, 2 cafés, and 2 bak-

eries  but ceased operation in the 1960s  due to changes in 

retail patterns, a fate suffered by several well know Irish brand 

names.  

 

• Thomas A. Burke in his biography of ‘Sarah Cecilia Harrison: 

Dublin’s first female city councillor’, elected in 1912  reveals the 

attempts to unseat her on various technicalities and her out-

standing  work on the Housing Committee and Paving Com-

mittee. Failing to be re-elected in 1915 and in 1920, she devot-

ed her remaining years until her death in 1941 to portrait paint-

ing and exhibiting.   

 

• Fergal McCabe in ‘Down with Dublin! - Frank Gibney and the 

role of Dublin in the vision  of the nation’  recalls the  work of 

this  architect who drew up many visionary plans for Dublin  

which were never implemented by Dublin Corporation, in 

which he argued for  proper and orderly development of the 

city.  

 

•  Public disorder in eighteenth century Dublin is recalled by 

Hugh O’Reilly in ‘The Theatre Royal bottle riot of 1822 and the 

Orange Order in Dublin’, an event   which brought the end of 

over  a century of popular expressions of Orangeism  in Dublin.    

 

• John Healy writing about his paternal grandfather Liam Devlin 

in ‘Liam Devlin, BB Toffee and Gloucester Street Lower’ tells the 

story of his grandfather’s remarkable life and businesses, and 
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• Seán Donnelly in ‘An “odd” incident at the Yellow Lion Inn, Thom-

as Street,1739’ provides an addendum to  Audrey Mac Cready’s 

article ‘ The Yellow Lion Inn - one building, 260 years of Irish history’ 

published in a 2015 issue of the Dublin Historical Record, by re-

calling a strange incident in the building.   

 

• Paul Huddie in ‘The Seaton Needlework Association: Dublin’s Brit-

ish military charity, 1854-2014’ reveals the long lasting and valua-

ble work of this association and fund, one of many little know 

charities in Dublin.  
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• ‘the first Christmas  following the signing  of the 11 November 1918 

Armistice. Christmas 1918 in Kingstown & Dalkey’ is recalled by 

James Scannell  who provides a picture of  those in south Dublin 

celebrated  

 

Other items in this publication are Society News, Book Notices and 

Reviews, and Obituaries to Rev. Dudley Levistone Cooney, and Kurt 

Kullman. Copies of this journal can be obtained directly from the Old 

Dublin Society via www.olddublinsociety.ie or by email: 

olddublinsociety@gmail.com.    

 

         James Scannell  

 

Wicklow Décor  
 

 

 

Delgany, Greystones, Bray, Wicklow, Arklow, 

Ashford, Kilcoole, Newcastle 

Professional Painters and Decorators 

Interior and Exterior 

Houses Offices Apartments Shops 

Dependable and Reliable Tradesmen 

Wallpapering Specialists 

C2 Registered          Free Estimates 

Tel: 087 2547598 

Email: Patrick@wicklowdecor.ie 

12 Holywell Way, Sea Road, Kilcoole, Co Wicklow 

http://www.olddublinsociety.ie
mailto:Patrick@wicklowdecor.ie
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In Ladies workout Express 
our club has no joining fee                                    
We have fabulous facilities 

Amazing classes with remarkable results. 
Call to 4 Castle Street or 01-2828707 

Diane: 087- 2101226 , Breda: 085- 8207225 
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