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CHRIST CHURCH – PARISH OF BRAY 

  

Rector:  Rev. Baden Stanley  0879484407 

(day off Tuesday) 

 

Lay Minister: David Reynolds 

The Rectory, Church Road, Bray 

t 

Parish Office:   

 Tel / 01 2862968 

Office Hours - Monday - Thursday 9am—1pm  

e mail:  christchurchbray@gmail.com 

website www.christchurchbray.ie 

www.facebook.com/christchurchbray  

 

In Touch email: intouchbray@gmail.com  

Organist & Music Director: John Morris 

Mothers’ Union 

Meets 2nd   Monday of the month in PLC @ 8pm 

  Hall Bookings –Contact Parish Office 

 Bellringing: Jason Warnock & Simon O’Connor 

In Emergency 

For Pastoral or other emergencies, phone Rev. Baden Stanley 087 948 

4407 . Please do leave a message if there is no response –phones may be 

switched to silent during church services, home visits, meetings 

etc.Please make immediate contact in cases of sickness, hospitalisation, 

or bereavement. Do not assume that somebody else has done so. 

Remember hospitals and hospital chaplains are not permitted to inform 

the clergy that someone is in hospital.  

 

 



From the RectorY: What DO YOU HAVE IN YOUR HOUSE? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
There is a fascinating story told in the second book of Kings, Chapter 4, 

where Elisha the prophet encounters the widow of one of the company 

of prophets. As the deceased man had debts, not only was the widow 

destitute, but she was in danger of losing her two sons to enslavement 

by her creditors. In the culture of the time, the woman was dependent 

on the men in her life. Her husband (and presumably her father) were 

dead, and it would be through her sons that she would have honour 

and value. It is likely that her sons were still young, so in desperation she 

reaches out to the Prophet Elisha. History does not record what re-

sources Elisha himself owned, it is likely he had little, that he lived a quasi-

hermetic life and spent much of his time listening to the voice of God 

and communicating God’s messages to the great and the good. In oth-

er words, he himself had little to offer to protect the widow and her sons 

from the creditors. Elisha turns the request back to the widow; ‘How can I 

help you?’; ‘What on earth to you expect of me, I am as poor as you’; 

‘What do you have in your house?’; ‘Have you anything of value that 

you could sell and pay your debts?’. She replies that she has only a small 

jar of olive oil left. This would have been a clay jar, small and of little 

monetary value. 
 

 



She was in serious trouble, but Elisha always had an ear open to the 

Voice of God and realised there was huge potential in even so small a 

treasure. He urges her to get as many clay jars as possible, to borrow 

them from her neighbours, to beg for them if necessary and then to go 

into her hovel, close the door and take a small but giant step of faith. 

‘Start to pour the olive oil into the first jar and keep pouring until it runs 

out’. It is as she is pouring that the miracle begins. Jar upon jar is filled 

with this rich viscous oil; we can only imagine the awe and the wonder 

among the young boys and their mother, we can almost hear the 

gasps and giggles of delight as the small room is quickly crowded 

with clay jars filled to the brim with this valuable treasure. And still the 

widow does not lose sight of what is happening here. In awe-struck 

tone she tells Elisha what has happened. Her voice is no longer despair-

ing but filled with hope. His message is clear, ‘Take what you now have 

in your house, multiplied beyond expectation, and use it to clear your 

debts’. What joy, what fear, what wonder would have fell upon that 

village when the word spread about what God had done. He had tak-

en a little and turned it into so much more. 

 

So what is this story saying to us, as a parish, as a Church and as a con-

tinuously changing community? 

 

Firstly: That we should not underestimate the potential of the few. Num-

bers may be down, indifference and apathy may be rife, but God does 

not see things as we do. We see the limits; he sees the potential. 

 



Secondly: The widow had nowhere near enough jars to hold the provi-

sion of God; she had to reach out to her neighbours and get their help. 

How often do we limit the power and potential of God by holding eve-

rything close to ourselves? Fear, pride, self-sufficiency, can so easily cost 

us what God has for us. 

 

Thirdly: That God has already given us the collective resources to meet 

our present needs. Instead of lamenting what we don’t have, a youth 

pastor, a curate, enough leaders or young people, a purpose built par-

ish centre: let’s take what we have, a community of all ages and levels 

of commitment with God-given potential and let’s start being Church – 

a fellowship of faith, a community of carers, a society of servants. What 

do we have in our house? Quite a lot! 

 

Shalom 

Baden 



Congratulations 

To all our candidates who presented themselves for confirmation on 

Sunday 9th February. Please continue to pray for Sarah-Jayne, Sophie, 

David, Maya, Tadgh, Indiana, Roan, Dylan, Kal, Finn, Ciara and Isabelle  

as they take on for themselves their responsibilities towards God and 

their Church communities. 

Also our congratulations to William Mansfield and the Bray One Act 

Drama Festival team who ran such a successful week of drama in the 

Mermaid Theatre at the end of January. Also to all involved in the Caro-

line Foundation Concert for Cancer Research which we were delighted 

to host in our church on 1st February.  

 

Our Sympathies 

 A number of parishioners have had loved ones pass away recently 

and we extend our heartfelt sympathy to everyone. Our thoughts and 

prayers are especially with the family and friends of Ada Martin, late of 

Bray Manor Nursing Home. And also with the family and friends of Flor-

ence Eagar late of Kinvara Nursing Home. Florence would have been 

remembered by many from working in Mark’s, later Lenihans, and No-

lans, but most especially in War on Want where she was loved, appreci-

ated and cared for in the most wonderful way by Theresa and all the 

War on Want Team. 

 

Children’s and Youth Activities 

As well as our ongoing ministries to our younger members through Sun-

day Rocks, the Milkshake Club, Bellringing etc, we have been working 

at re-establishing The Shack Youth Ministry. It was wonderful to have 

twenty-two of our young people join us for a great night of Lazerquest 

(Quazar). Even the Rector enjoyed the opportunity to shoot at some of 

our parishioners! This activity will be repeated again soon, but in the 

meantime we are focussing on our youth weekend away. This will take 

place in Ovoca Manor, from Saturday 21st to Sunday 22nd March. Quite 

a few of our young people are already signed up. Details will be circu-

lated among parents and young people shortly, but if your child is in 5th 

class primary or above and interested in joining us please contact Avril 

urgently on 087 291 3419. We are very thankful to Scripture Union for 

hosting us, Dublin and Glendalough Youth team for agreeing to join us, 

and parents and younger members for giving up their Mother’s Day 

morning to join us. Should be a great experience! 

 

 



Midweek Communions 

There has long been a tradition of mid-week communions in our church 

but not always the numbers to sustain it. It was heartening to have so 

many join us on Ash Wednesday. It is planned to have these services 

each Wednesday of Lent except for Wednesday 11th March when 

there will not be a service as I cannot be there. You are most welcome 

to join us on all the other Wednesdays of Lent for a short traditional ser-

vice of communion and a time of stillness and reflection.  

 

Rice and Praise 

It was lovely to have 12 parishioners of all ages join us in the Rectory for 

this new gathering. It was especially wonderful to welcome newer pa-

rishioners to an ideal opportunity to get to know others better. If you are 

unsure what exactly ‘Rice and Praise’ is, don’t worry, so are we. This has 

been on our hearts for some time but what it actually is, is only yet 

emerging. At our inaugural gathering we met at the Rectory, had a 

lovely rice meal, and ended up using our ‘smart tv’ to access praise 

and worship songs chosen by our members. It was very enjoyable, and 

interesting to see the wide range of hymns and songs chosen by mem-

bers who all joined in the singing. Our next ‘Rice and Praise’ will be on 

Sunday 15th March from 4-6pm where we will be focussing on songs 

and hymns with an Irish link. 

One added bonus to the gathering was our discovery on YouTube of a 

number of parish linked videos from previous exhibitions and festivals 

that I thought had been lost when our previous website had crashed. 

Look up Christ Church Bray on YouTube and enjoy the memories.  

 

Uncertain Times 

We are all very aware (and concerned) about the rapid spread of 

Covid19 – the corona virus. As I write these words, the situation is rapidly 

changing so it can be difficult to plan and prepare for what happens if 

confirmed cases emerge in Ireland, or even Bray. The most important 

thing to remember is try not to panic. To listen to sensible advice. We 

will be following guidelines as laid down by the HSE, and Church au-

thorities. Whatever containment procedures are necessary we will ad-

here to. What we will not be doing is giving in to any hype or sensation-

alism. If the worst happens we will deal with it to the best of our abilities. 

We will resist any attempt to make less of individuals from different eth-

nic origins. We will remain committed to the safety and welfare of all. 

We will continue to check that our neighbours, especially those who 

are vulnerable,  are well. We will continue to be church, even if circum-

stances end up preventing us meeting as church. We will get through  



this season of uncertainty. We are actively exploring a number of 

measures we can put in place in preparation for whatever may come. 

This includes hand sanitisers and even exploring live streaming our ser-

vices, if restrictions emerge. We are above all a community of Christian 

faith and love, may everything we say and do reflect and honour that 

reality. 

Shalom (Peace) 

Baden 

Lent and Holy Week 

As we enter the season of preparation for Holy Week and Easter, we will 

be focussing our preaching and teaching each Sunday on Jesus’ proc-

lamation at the beginning of his ministry when he read from the scroll in 

the synagogue in Nazareth. ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, he has 

sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives, good news to the op-

pressed, and comfort to all who mourn’. 

On Spy Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday we will be fo-

cussing on the last 7 ‘Words’ of Jesus before he died. These Holy Week 

services will be at 8pm. 

We are delighted to welcome the congregation of our neighbours in 

Holy Redeemer Parish to Christ Church Bray on Good Friday for their 

Vigil at 3pm. We are putting aside our own usual vigil from 2-3pm to 

welcome and join our sisters and brothers in Ecumenical fellowship. 

More details will be on the service sheets, website, and in next month’s 

In Touch magazine. 

Upcoming events 

Musical Delights at Tinakilly 3pm Sunday 29 th March 

Join us for an afternoon of musical delights with students from 

Trinity College, including Hannah Salmon. Enjoy traditional and 

classical pieces with a delicious cream tea at the Garden Pavillion at 

Tinakilly Country House. Tickets €20 available from the Parish Office, 

Fleurtique and The Travel Boutique. The perfect Mother’s Day gift! 

 

Easter Vestry 

Tuesday 21st April, 8pm 

(note change of date) 

 

Garden Fete 

Saturday 6 th June 10.30-2.30 

Our Parish fete is fast approaching. We urgently need more stall 

holders and helpers. Please contact Annemarie McCleane 086 839 

1262 or Tracey 286 2968 if you are available to help. We are planning 

to have a fete meeting in Church after one of our services this month 

(date to be confirmed). 
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Youth News 

 

@the Shack 

It was great to see so many young people of different ages at our La-

serquest night.  Thank you to all the leaders who made it happen.   

Our next event is our night away in Ovoca on the 21st March (numbers 

depending) 

We are having a cliff walk picnic on the 7th April.  We must know num-

bers if this is to go ahead or to have enough leaders in place. So please 

let us know asap if your child/teen is interested in coming.  RSVP 2nd 

April. 

 

 

Milkshake Club does Justice Sessions 

In the   milkshake Club we will be doing 6 justice sessions over the com-

ing months.   

It would be great if people could commit to coming these weeks so as 

to not miss out on the bigger picture.  Bethany will be leading these ses-

sions which focuses on how we can play our part in the social injustices 

that are currently so prevalent around the world.  This open is open to 

anyone from 5th class primary up to transition year.  Hopefully see you 

there.  Avril (087 2913419) 



 11 

 



 12 

Guidance in relation to Novel Coronavirus (Covid-19) 

 

1 The following advisory guidelines for the diocesan response 

regarding the novel coronavirus (Covid-19) reflect previous advice 

provided by the Church as a response to pandemic flu.  The guidelines 

offer a general framework to parishes. 

2 Follow all public health guidance provided by state authorities – the 

Health Protection Surveillance Centre in the Republic of Ireland 

(www.hpsc.ie) 

2. Physical interaction during services, including the Sign of Peace, 

should be suspended.  Clergy may choose to give the congregation 

permission to carry out an alternative Sign of Peace that does not 

involve hand contact (e.g. a smile, nod or bow) if so wished.  Shaking 

hands on greeting and departure at religious services/ gatherings 

should be suspended.  Observe good hand and general hygiene – 

thorough hand-washing with soap or sanitisers and disposal of tissues. 

3. Stay at home if you feel ill and display influenza-like symptoms.  The 

symptoms to be aware of in the case of the coronavirus include 

cough, shortness of breath, difficulty in breathing, and fever.  Do not 

come to church services until you feel well. 

4. The Church’s duty of care extends to members of the clergy.  If you 

have influenza-type symptoms, do not call the clergy for pastoral 

visitation.  Pastoral support for parishioners who are unable to attend 

church services should be provided by telephone or online (e.g. 

Skype).  

5. Everyone administering Holy Communion should wash their hands or 

use alcohol-based hand gel before beginning.  Holy Communion 

should be administered only in one kind (bread) and placed into the 

hands only and not onto the tongue.  Only the celebrant should drink 

from the chalice.  Holy Communion is normally received in both kinds 

separately – bread and wine – but may be received in either kind, 

and those who are incapable of receiving the sacrament are to be 

assured that they are by faith partakers of the body and blood of 

Christ and of the benefits He conveys to us by them (Book of 

Common Prayer, p.440).  Intinction should be avoided. 

6. Guidance for religious services has been provided by the Health 

Protection Surveillance Centre and is available at the following 

link: www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/

guidance/religioussettingsguidance 

http://www.hpsc.ie/
http://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/religioussettingsguidance
http://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/religioussettingsguidance
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There is a collection of forgotten 

glasses and umbrellas building up in 

the Church. See the Church Wardens 

if you have misplaced any and 

would like to check the lost property. 

Christ Church Bray Recycling 
Users of the family room will have noticed our new recycling bin 

which was funded by a parishioner. Please help us to do our bit for the 

environment by using the correct bins for disposing of waste. There 

are two compartments for clean, dry paper, plastic etc, one compart-

ment for general non-recyclable items (soft plastic etc or non-

compostable waste) and a compost caddy for food waste. There is 
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Local History Society Lectures  

March 2020 

 

Rathmichael Historical Society 

Larry Breen will speak on ‘Wolfe Tone, Matilda and Family’ at 8 p.m. on 

Wednesday March 4th in Rathmichael National School, Stonebridge 

Road (Dublin Road end), Shankill, Co. Dublin. All welcome - admission 

€5.   

Peadar Curran will speak on ‘Mary Mulligan, neighbour to 

Countess Markievicz’ at 8 p.m. on Wednesday April 1st in the same 

venue. All welcome - admission €5. 

  

Mount Merrion Historical Society 

Marc McMenamin will reveal ‘The untold story of Richard Hayes: 

Codebreaker’ at 8 p.m. on Thursday March 5th in the Mount Merrion 

Community Centre, North Avenue, Mount Merrion. All welcome - 

admission €4. 

Brendan Matthews will recall ‘The Sack of Balbriggan’ at 8 p.m. 

on Thursday April 2nd  in the same venue. All welcome - admission €4. 

 

Old Dublin Society 

Ged Walsh will present ‘On the Banks of the Dodder’ at 6 p.m.  on 

Wednesday March  11th in the Conference Room of Dublin City Library & 

Archive, 138-144 Pearse Street, Dublin 2. All welcome - admission free. 

 Clifton Flewitt will recall ‘Dublin’s Tramways - the first generation’ at 

6 p.m. on Wednesday March  25th. All welcome - admission free.  

 

Kilmacud Stillorgan Local History Society 

Michael Pegum will present ‘Baggot Street Hospital 60 Years Ago’ at 8  
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p.m. on Thursday March  12th  in  Glenalbyn Sports Club, Stillorgan, Co. 

Dublin. All welcome – contribution €3. 

 

The Military History Society of Ireland  

Christopher Dorman-O’Gowan will present ‘Egypt saved: the first battle 

of El Alamein, July 1942’  at 8 p.m. on Friday March  13th  in Griffith 

College, South Circular Road, Dublin 8. All welcome - admission free. 

Wheelchair accessible. 

  

Dun  Laoghaire Borough Historical Society  

David Doyle will present ‘Carriglea House, Kill Avenue’ at 8 p.m. on 

Wednesday March 18th in the Royal Marine Hotel, Marine Road, Dun 

Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. All welcome – entrance €3. 

 

Bray Cualann Historical Society  

Paolo Viscardi will present ‘Richard Barrington, Human Science & Animal 

Science’ in the Royal Hotel, Main Street, Bray, Co. Wicklow, at 8 p.m. on 

Thursday March 19th. All welcome - admission €6. 

 James Scannell will recall ‘Easter 1945 in Bray’ at 11.30 a.m. on 

Thursday April 2nd   in Ballywalrim Library, Boghall Road, Bray - admission 

free, and ‘Easter 1920 in Bray’ at 11.30 a.m. on Friday April 3rd in Bray 

Library, Eglinton Road, Bray - admission free.  

Publications  

‘Proceedings of the Blackrock Society 2019 - No 27’, Editor Joe Carroll, 

published by the Blackrock Society, €7.50.   

Articles featured  in this excellent publication  based on talks to the 

Society during 2019  are  ‘The Rebuilding of Dublin after 1916’ by Robin 

Mandal; ‘Blackrock and the First World War’ by Conor Dodd; ‘Waterford 

Merchants and their Families and Families on Distant Shores’ by Liam  
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Murphy;  ‘The Metals - From Dalkey to Dun Laoghaire’ by Rob  

Goodbody, ‘Spinning Straw into Gold’ by Justine Carbery; ‘Queen 

Victoria: Her Life and Times 1819-1901’ by Frank Woods, James Scannell 

in ‘The Light That Failed -  the December 1957 railcar crash  at Dundrum’ 

by James  Scannell, and ‘Famous People and VIPs I Nearly Met’ by Niall 

Bracken. The two items in the Blackrock Miscellany feature are ‘Growing 

Up on Frascatti Park in the 1940s and 1950s’ by Billy Morrison, and 

‘Growing Up in Williamstown’ by Ronan Wilmot.     

Copies can be obtained from the Blackrock Society via 

www.blackrocksociety.ie or at any of their monthly meetings in 

Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann, Belgrave Square, Monkstown, Co. Dublin.  

         James Scannell  

l 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Ladies workout Express 

our club has no joining fee                                    

We have fabulous facilities 

Amazing classes with remarkable results. 

Call to 4 Castle Street or 01-2828707 

http://www.blackrocksociety.ie
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Bray, Powerscourt and Kilbride Mothers’ Union 

Have a look at our headline my friends. We have been joined in Bray 

Mother’s’ Union by the wonderful members of Powerscourt and Kilbride 

MU. What a gift for us here in Bray. We are looking forward to enjoying 

meeting with them.  

This year 2020 our theme will be ‘Building hope and confidence ‘. We 

will, as always, be praying for worldwide Mother’s’ Union and in this 

Diocese we will be supporting Project 2020-2022 . Members of MU 

Branches in the Diocese will put together Personal Care packages for 

mothers attending Home Start in Mulhuddart.  

However, here in Bray, we are conscious of the needs in our local 

community and are still giving non perishable goods to the food bank in 

Crinken Parish which supports 15 families every week.  

If you notice some of us dressed in black on Thursdays, it 

is to remind people of the problem of gender based 

violence. The World Council of Churches supports this 

initiative. “In every country, gender-based violence is a 

tragic reality. This violence is frequently hidden, and 

victims are often silent, fearing stigma and further 

violence. We all have a responsibility to speak out 

against violence, to ensure that women and men, boys and girls, are 

safe from rape and violence in homes, schools, work, streets – in all 

places in our societies.”  

Despite all the serious issues facing us in the world today, our meetings 

are very upbeat and full of friendship 

and laughter as well as cake! You are 

very welcome to our next meeting on 

Monday 9th March at 8pm in the PLC, 

when Rev Baden ( a recent member) 

and Bethany will talk to us about their 

trip to Israel and Palestine.  

Carol  
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Wicklow Décor  
 

 

 

Delgany, Greystones, Bray, Wicklow, Arklow, 

Ashford, Kilcoole, Newcastle 

Professional Painters and Decorators 

Interior and Exterior 

Houses Offices Apartments Shops 

Tel: 087 2547598 

Email: Patrick@wicklowdecor.ie 

mailto:Patrick@wicklowdecor.ie


 26 

Dates for your Diary March 

 

Sunday 1st March     8.30am Holy Communion 1 

       11am Holy Communion 2 

 

Wednesday 4 th March    11am Holy Communion 

Saturday 7 th March     11am, Women’s World Day of 

       Prayer 

       St Fergal’s Church 

 

Sunday 8 th March     8.30am Holy Communion 2 

       11am Morning Prayer 

 

Monday 9 th March     8pm Mothers’ Union 

 

Sunday 15 th March     8.30am Holy Communion 1 

       11am Holy Communion 2 

 

Wednesday 18 th March    11am Holy Communion 

 

Monday 16 th March     8pm Camera Club 

 

Sunday 22nd March     8.30am Holy Communion 2 

       11am Morning Prayer 3, Mother

       ing Sunday 

 

Wednesday 25 th March    11am Holy Communion 

       10.30am Recycled Teenagers 

 

Sunday 29 th March     8.30am Holy Communion 2 

       11am Family Service 

       3pm Musical Delights at Tinakilly 

 

Save the Date: 

 

Tuesday 21 st April    8pm Easter Vestry 

 

Saturday 6 th June     Garden Fete 
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