In Touch

CHRIST CHURCH – PARISH OF BRAY
Rector: Rev. Baden Stanley 0879484407

(day off Tuesday)
Lay Minister: David Reynolds
The Rectory, Church Road, Bray

t
Parish Office:
Tel / 01 2862968
Office Hours - Monday - Thursday 9am—1pm
(closed 19th December to 6th January)
e mail: christchurchbray@gmail.com
website www.christchurchbray.ie

www.facebook.com/christchurchbray
In Touch email: intouchbray@gmail.com
Organist & Music Director: John Morris
Mothers’ Union
Meets 2

nd

Monday of the month in PLC @ 8pm

Hall Bookings –Contact Parish Office

Bellringing: Jason Warnock & Simon O’Connor
In Emergency
For Pastoral or other emergencies, phone Rev. Baden Stanley 087 948
4407 . Please do leave a message if there is no response –phones may be
switched to silent during church services, home visits, meetings
etc.Please make immediate contact in cases of sickness, hospitalisation,
or bereavement. Do not assume that somebody else has done so.
Remember hospitals and hospital chaplains are not permitted to inform
the clergy that someone is in hospital.
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From the RectorY: The Wonder of It All!

How easy it is for us to lose the joy and innocent enthusiasm of our
younger children as the pressures of daily life threaten to overwhelm us.
Sometimes, by trying too hard, we overextend ourselves, leaving nothing
in our ‘reserve’ tanks, and feeling drained and anxious at a time that
should be filled with wonder and delight. In the midst of teaching our
children how to be busy, we also need to show them how to find and
appreciate stillness. The dreaded ‘I’m bored’ should not be feared, but
rather embraced. Being bored is not a bad thing, rather it is an opportunity to prompt our children to make their own play by using dormant
imagination, by getting them to think about what it was like in that probably smelly stable with the animals standing in silent witness of the birth
of Hope. How scared would the shepherds in the hills have been, cowering in the presence of angelic and heavenly light? How excited would
the Wise Men from the East have been at the appearance of a very
bright star that showed them that a great King had been born? How
mystified would heaven’s angels have been to see their King humble
and even humiliate himself by being born as a vulnerable baby in a
cowshed, lying on a feeding trough? Try to take some time out of the
frenetic busyness of preparation to still yourself and marvel at the wonder of it all. Then spend some time with younger folk and help them to
do the same. May I wish you a peace-full and joy-filled Christmas whatever each day brings you.
Shalom

Baden

Classics by Candlelight
Our tenth year of celebrating the start of the Advent Season with our
wonderful Classics by Candlelight was both beautiful and inspirational.
In the mellow glow of rich candlelight, we were moved and brought to
deeper places as we enjoyed the stillness generated by incredible musical ability and talent. All this followed by mince pies and non-alcoholic
mulled wine made for a wonderful evening with 240 in attendance. This

now annual event continues to go from strength to strength. Well done
everyone, especially Francis and Sheelagh who first had the vision for
this, and to David and Elaine Clarke for so freely giving of their time and
talent for our edification. A special word of thanks to our ‘behind the
scenes’ team who worked so hard to enhance our evening.

Baden

Our Sympathies
We were saddened at the passing of Dorothy Turner, a regular member
of our Sunday worship. She and Derek had just celebrated their 59 th anniversary before her death. To Derek and their sons, we extend our
deepest sympathy. My thanks to Rev. Cathy Hallissey and David Reynolds for taking Dorothy’s funeral service as I was returning from my travels. Also to the family and friends of Nick Paine, formerly caretaker of St.
Andrew’s National School. Nick could literally turn his hand to anything.
Our love and prayers to Una and their girls.
Holy Baptism
Joel Gwyn Griffiths was baptised on Sunday 10th November in the presence of our confirmation class. Congratulations to Joel and his parents,
Kelda Traynor and Kai Griffiths.

Camera Club
One of our last curate, Martin’s legacy to Christchurch was our Camera Club. It brought together all age groups with a similar interest and
was a real social asset to the parish.
We meet once a month on a Monday evening - a great chance to
swap ideas, share our photographic offerings, get advice and most importantly enjoy the company!
We’re not a professional group - phone photographers welcome! We
also try and organise one or two outings during the year . Come and try
us! Give your name to Tracey in the Parish Office. 2862968.
Next meeting Monday 20th January .

Rev. Martin's Parachute Jump
Our Fomer curate Martin recently completed a parachute jump
as part of the diocesan ‘Mind Yourself’ campaign. This is to highlight
awareness of mental health.His landing in a field full of sheep prompted
one friend to question if he was searching for another flock!

From Jordan to Jerusalem
While Baden was in the Holy Land he wrote a series of Blogs outlining his
adventures. These were published on our new parish website
www.christchurchbray.ie. We are reproducing the first four days here,
with more to follow in the next issue, for those who do not have access
to social media. Space doesn’t allow us to include all the photos that
are on the website but we hope they give you a flavour of his
experiences.
Day 1.
I am very much aware what a privilege it is for Avril, Bethany and myself
to make this journey from Jordan to Jerusalem. It is already emerging as
a trip of a lifetime, and to protect you from having to spend endless
hours looking through my ‘photo album’ I would like to share our journey
as it happens and hopefully give you a taste of the wonder we have
already experienced.
After traveling for most of Monday we made it to our beds in Amman at
3am local time (Jordan and Israel are three hours ahead of Ireland).
Notwithstanding a groggy awareness of a music-filled call to prayer at
about 4.30am, I woke the others in plenty of time for our breakfast at
9am; actually I woke them an hour earlier than I needed to!! I’m still in
the dog-(collared)-house!!
Our first destination was Mt Nebo, the place where Moses finally got to
see the land of Promise after forty years wandering in the wilderness.
And it is wilderness; sun-scorched land rolling in undulating hills with
occasional bursts of green where streams and underground water-filled
caverns bring life and survival. It was quite moving to look North and see
the Holy Land stretching before you with Jericho almost in reach. The
challenge of ‘crossing over’ wasn’t just physical almost 3,500 years ago,
it was psychological. The reports that the spies brought back was that
the land was filled with giants and that certain death awaited the
Children of Israel.
Fear prevented progression so much more than physical barriers. I was
also fascinated with the artistic depiction of the bronze snake that
Moses made to heal and protect the people following an infestation of
poisonous snakes into the camp. Jesus referenced this snake in his
powerful declaration in Matthew’s gospel; ‘ In the same way that Moses
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as an offering for many’.
There were many other awesome aspects to Day 1 of our pilgrimage but
for now a short reflection. Moses spent approximately 40 years in Egypt,
then 40 years fleeing Pharaoh, and finally 40 years leading his people
towards the Promised Land although never actually getting there. By
today’s standards the trajectory of his life was spiralling towards ultimate
failure, and yet his life and his achievements have lived on for millennia.
Never fear failure, for it is in the journey rather than the destination that
God does His greatest work! Shalom. Baden
The Ancient Treasury of Petra Jordan
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Day 2. ‘Water is Life’
When you travel through land that has been dry for millennia you appreciate all the more the glimpses of green that spring up (literally)
where sufficient levels of water reside deep beneath the harsh and
hardened surface. While Moses struck the rock near Mt Horeb, it seems
every oasis here is named after him. This isn’t just touristic hyperbole, it is
a recognition that both history and nature work hand in hand in the
struggle to survive.
Day 2 brought us south to Petra (literally, The Rock) a world heritage site
which was designated one of the Seven (new) Wonders of the World.
And it truly is a wonder. Every step you take into Petra brings new levels
of awe. It puts you in mind of the Grand Canyon, with towering rock
stretching to the sky; The gorge has grown downwards through Rock
that has been slowly worn through by eons of water seeping and
searching out the softer seams of sandstone. We have been learning of
a nomadic tribe, known as Naboteans, who travelled the ancient trade
routes for centuries before settling In Petra approximately 200 years before Jesus was born. They were practically wiped out in 106 AD when
the ruthlessly efficient Roman army took over the area. Where the Romans like to build things, roads, aqueducts, arches etc; the Naboteans
likes to carve downwards. Using skills and a perseverance that is hugely
impressive, they hollowed out hard rock to create caves, monuments
and depictions of their many Gods. Their resilience and persistence is
evident everywhere you look as you enter this vast gorge. They left little
by way of writing and communal history, but they carved into rock an
enduring legacy of culture, worship and ingenious irrigation.
Long long before Irish Water began trying to ensure a safe and drinkable water supply, the Naboteans created a water supply system that
both worked with and defied their rocky environment. Not only did they
hollow out life-supplying water channels, they actually created stone
tubular ‘pipes’ which protected the flowing water from dust and dirt.
‘Water is life’ has rarely been more true than here in Petra, where a civilization lived or died on its water supply. I was struck deeply by a sense
of the endurance of ability, and the powerful impact that gathering
water can have on its surroundings. I was also struck by the awful impact that the absence of water can have.
Today’s reflection is a simple and somewhat terrifying thought; as our
natural resources deplete at an alarming rate, surely future wars will

be about water rather than oil. Water is life. Baden

Days 3 and 4 ‘Fishers of (wo)men’
Day 3 was something of a slog with a long long bus journey from Jordan
to Kibbutz Afik on the western bank of the river Jordan. A number of us
were afflicted with upset tummies making the journey feel even longer!
Suffice it to say that Day 3 became a bit of a blur.
Day 4 however, more than compensated when we awoke early to the
wonder of the Holy Land. Stunning views and a tangible sense of excitement, not so much because we might be stepping exactly where
Jesus trod; too much has changed in 2,000 years for that to be; but it
was the sense of stepping into an extraordinary history that hasn’t yet
been finished that made it truly awesome. Our guide, Yael, draws her
narrative closely around key questions; like why did Jesus move from
Nazareth all the way to Caperneum on the shores of Galilee to minister
for three years?
Waterways hewn out of rock

Our first stop was to the suggested site of the Sermon on the Mount,
particularly focusing on the Beatitudes. Here we encountered the
‘tourist phenomenon’, where hundreds, and even thousands turn up at
the same time to try experience the holy site in a multitudinous mix of
races and creeds. I have learned that ‘outside’ is usually better than
‘inside’ to connect with the sacred. Each site inevitably has a church
structure that is sadly usually not congregational as so few Christians live
in the area. In a funny way, the hustle and bustle of the crowds did help
us get a better sense of what it was like all those years ago when
thousands listened to words that were literally about to change the
world. We also got our first glimpse of the Sea of Galilee with its silkysmooth waters, (apparently it was much rougher last week!)
On then to the ruins of Caperneum, with the layout of a significant
coastal town still plainly discernible. You couldn’t help but feel that the
house being presented as Peter’s was a little grand for a simple
fisherman and his family. I found a more ready connection with the
simple black walls of a smaller dwelling nestled nearby with many other
homes. It was a very special place all the same, especially since we
were within arms-reach of the waters of Galilee.
Nearby we paused for lunch in Genesseret, where Jesus cast out the
legion of demons from the poor unfortunate soul they had been
tormenting for many years. Here was a surprising spirit-awakening insight:
the waters of Galilee are much lower now than they would have been
all those years ago, (a combination of climate change and increased
water usage) on a hill further in from the water you can see a number of
hollows and caves, perhaps one of those was where the tormented
man survived, shunned by those who herded swine nearby; and
remarkably where Jesus told him to return so he could tell this same
people what God had done for him.
On then to the museum where a two-thousand-year-old fishing boat
was discovered submerged in the mud of the nearby sea. It’s size
brought home to me how frightening it must have been when the
disciples where squashed in together with a sleeping Jesus as a storm
squall threatened to swamp them.
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One of the highlights of this trip will forever be the hour spent on a
(somewhat larger) week-old wooden boat on the becalmed Sea of
Galilee. Here was wonder in abundance, and music, and laughter, and
even dancing! We even had ‘Peter’ casting his net ‘on the other side’
unfortunately without success this time! Truly magnificent.
Yael had one more surprise for us, a stop-off at the only recently discovered and opened ruins of Magdala, of Mary Magdalene fame. It promises to be a ‘must see’ site for tourists and pilgrims alike. It was also a
very fitting end to a day remembering Jesus call to simple fishermen,
recently healed ‘demoniacs’ and the first witness of the resurrection to
‘go tell everyone, the news that the Kingdom of God has come!’ It’s our
calling too! Shalom.
Sunset over Galilee
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Bray One Act Drama Festival 2020

The 43rd Bray One Act Drama Festival will be bringing a wonderful mix
of comedy and drama to the stage from 28th January to 1st February
2020. Performed by both newcomers and seasoned performers, these
plays are sure to provide 5 nights of entertainment, with all proceeds
going to charitable causes. We are delighted to welcome Alan Haslett
to the Festival as our adjudicator, and of course, the loyal Festival audience who support the Bray One Act Festival each year.
If you wish to become a Patron of the Festival please contact
Joan E Gregg
Glen Ridge
Kilmacanogue
Co Wicklow
We look forward to see you during the week
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Classics by Candlelight
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Save the Date!
Sunday 29th March 2020
Musical Delights at Tinakilly
Concert of singing and classical /traditional music from 3-4 pm in the Garden Pavillion at Tinakilly
Country House. Price includes concert and a
cream tea, Tickets €20 per person will be available
from the Parish Office, Fleurtique and The Travel
Boutique
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The Irish Cancer Society’s Daffodil Centres in Dublin
are walk-in information and support centre based in seven
hospitals across the city for cancer patients, their families
and anyone concerned about cancer.
We’re looking for volunteers to work with our Daffodil Centre Nurses by:
•

Welcoming enquirers to the centre.

•

Talking to enquirers, listening and identifying their needs and
signposting to appropriate sources of information and support.

•

For medical or complex queries arranging for the enquirer to talk
to the Cancer Nurse.

Training will be provided.
If you’d like more information on becoming a volunteer please contact:
Deirdre Murphy, Irish Cancer Society,
43/45 Northumberland Rd, Dublin 4
01 231 0564 or dmurphy@irishcancer.ie

Closing date for receipt of applications is
31st October 2019
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Lighting the Advent Candle

David and Anthony Njoroge, our visitor from Nairobi through CMSI,
lighting the Advent candle.

Wicklow Décor

Delgany, Greystones, Bray, Wicklow, Arklow,

Ashford, Kilcoole, Newcastle
Professional Painters and Decorators
Interior and Exterior
Houses Offices Apartments Shops
Tel: 087 2547598
Email: Patrick@wicklowdecor.ie
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Local History Society Lectures
December 2019 & January 2020
Rathmichael Historical Society
Ida Milne will recall ‘The Great ‘Flu Pandemic’ at 8 p.m. on Wednesday
December 4th in Rathmichael National School, Stonebridge Road
(Dublin Road end), Shankill, Co. Dublin. All welcome - admission €5.
The AGM of the Society takes place in Rathmichael National
School at 8 p.m. on January 8th 2020.
Irish Railway Record Society
Tim Moriarty will present ‘Photographic Endeavours 3’ at 7.30 p.m. on
Thursday December 12th in the Society’s Hueston Station, Dublin 8
premises. Members and their guests only.
Foxrock Local History Club
Sinead McCoole will speak on ‘Women in the Irish Revolution’ at 8 p.m.
on January 21st 2020 in the Foxrock Parish Pastoral Centre, rere Foxrock
R.C. Church, Foxrock, Co. Dublin. Brian MacAongusa will give a short talk
‘County Dublin.’ All welcome – admission €5.
Dun Laoghaire Borough Historical Society

Colin Scudds & Seamus O’Connor will reveal ‘Cash from the Attic:
objects of everyday use around the house now forgotten’ at 8 p.m. on
Wednesday December 4th in the Royal Marine Hotel, Marine Road, Dun
Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. All welcome – entrance €3.
Bray Cualann Historical Society
James Scannell, will recall ‘Christmas 1944 in Bray, Co. Wicklow’ at 11.30
a.m. on December 5th in Ballywaltrim Library, Boghall Road, Bray, Co.
Wicklow. All welcome - admission free.
James will recall ‘Christmas 1919 in Bray, Co. Wicklow’ at 11.30
a.m. on Friday December 13th in Bray Library, Eglinton Road, Bray, Co.
Wicklow. All welcome - admission free.
The AGM of the Bray Cualann Historical Society takes place in
the Royal Hotel, Main Street, Bray, Co. Wicklow, at 8 p.m. on January
16th 2020 and will be followed by a lecture by Felix Larkin on’ The Dublin
Opinion Magazine (1922-1958)’ - all welcome to attend the lecture,
admission €5.

21

Enniskerry History Society

Ken Finlay will present ‘366 Days of Dublin’ at 8.30 p.m. on Thursday
December 12th in the Powerscourt Arms Hotel, Enniskerry Village, Co.
Wicklow. All welcome - admission €5.
Greystones Archaeological & Historical Society
Dr. Mary McAuliffe will speak on ‘Experiences and contributions of
women during the War of Independence’ at 8 p.m. on Wednesday
January 15th 2020 in the Holy Rosary Centre adjoining Holy Rosary
Church, Greystones, Co. Wicklow. All welcome – admission charge.
The Military History Society of Ireland
Lar Joye will speak on ‘Stepping together: a history of the reserve
defence forces, 1929-2019’ at 8 p.m. on Friday December 6 th in Griffith
College, South Circular Road, Dublin 8. All welcome - admission free.
Wheelchair accessible.
Liam Kenny will speak on ‘The arrival of fire and manoeuvre on the
battlefield: the early battles of the Boer War, 1899’ at 8 p.m. on Friday
January 17th in Griffith College.
###
Publications
‘Journal of the Wicklow Historical Society’ - Volume 6 - No.1’, published
by the Wicklow Historical Society.
This is the 32nd issue of this annual journal published by the
Wicklow Historical Society which contains a fascinating array of articles
covering such subjects as # ‘Life in Wicklow a Century Ago’ gleaned from the local papers
of the time, the records of Wicklow Urban District Council and Wicklow
Harbour Board, compiled by John Finlay.

# ‘My First Trip to the Seaside’ is recalled by John Alvey who
provides details of his father’s WW2 career with the R.A.F.
# ‘The Men will Talk to Me - Pat McCrea (Part 2)’, compiled by
Ben Fagan, continues is a continuation of Pat McCrea’s recollections
of the 1916-1922 period. Part 1 was published in the Society’s 2018
journal.’
# ‘Good Citizenship’ is a essay written by a young boy Thomas
(Tom) Kilcoyne in his final year in National School, Wicklow, No 1, whose
daughter Irere Parsons brought it to the attention of John Finlay.
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# ‘The Men of Wicklow Parish in the Great War 1914-1918’
provides biographies of those from the town who lost their lives in this
conflict, compiled by John Goodman.
# ‘The Wicklow Town Poisoning Case’ by Stan J. O’Reilly recalls a
unique 1874 poisoning which was decided on a legal technicality.
# Who’s Who? Wicklow during the Troubles 1916-1923’, compiled
by John Finlay, contains brief biographies of those from the town who
were involved in events between 1916 to 1923 relating to the national
struggle.
# Family History is covered with ‘The Edwards Family of Oldcourt,
Bray and Knockrobin, Wicklow’ by Vincent O’Reilly while Folklore is
covered by Stan J. O’Reilly in ‘Wicklow and District in Antiquity and
Folklore - Pre-Christian Wicklow and the coming of the Early Irish Saints
(Part 1).’
This is really a fascinating and excellently produced journal with an
excellent selection of articles covering various aspects of Wicklow’s
history. At only €5 for this 132-page journal, this represents exceptional
excellent value for money. Copies can be obtained by calling John
Finlay at 0404-67887 or Stan J. O’Reilly at 0404-67494.

James Scannell

In Ladies workout Express
our club has no joining fee
We have fabulous facilities
Amazing classes with remarkable results.
Call to 4 Castle Street or 01-2828707
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Bray Mothers’ Union

First of all we in Bray Mothers’ Union would like to thank all the
parishioners in Bray for your generosity in supporting our appeal for
little treasures for shoeboxes for Darndale Crèche. Thanks to
everyone we now have forty treasure chests to give to the crèche.
Every year we are moved by your loving support for this project!

On Sunday 1st December we had our Christmas lunch in Old Conna
Golf Club. It was a delicious meal enjoyed in good company with 30
friends and members, a lovely start to the Christmas season.
Our ﬁrst meeting of 2020 will be our AGM on the second Monday of
January which is 13th. You are, as always, very welcome to join us as
we develop our theme for 2020- Building hope and conﬁdence.

Carol
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Dates for your Diary December 2019 and January 2020
Sunday 8th December

8.30am Holy Communion 2
11am Morning Prayer 3
Mothers Union Christmas Lunch,
Old Conna Golf Club

Wednesday 11th December

10.30am Recycled Teenagers

Saturday 14th December

8pm Bray Choral Concert

Sunday 15th December

8.30am Holy Communion 1
11am Holy Communion 2

Sunday 22nd December

8.30am Holy Communion 2
11am Morning Prayer 2
7pm Carols by Candlelight
Festival of Nine Lessons and
Carols

Christmas Eve

11pm Sacred Carols
11.30pm Midnight Communion

Christmas Day

9am Holy Communion
10.30am Family Service
11.40am Short Communion

Sunday 29th December

11am Morning Prayer 3 (no
8.30am service)

Tuesday 31st December

11.30pm “Ringing in the New
Year”

Sunday 5th January,

8.30am Holy Communion 1
11am Holy Communion 2

Sunday 12th January

8.30am Holy Communion 2
11am Morning Prayer

Monday 13th January

8pm Mothers’ Union AGM
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Sunday 19th January

8.30am Holy Communion 1
11am Holy Communion 2

Monday 20th January

8pm Camera Club

Sunday 26th January

8.30am Holy Communion 2
11am “Christingle” Family Service

Wednesday 30st January

10.30am Recycled Teenagers

Save the Date!
Saturday 1st February

Caroline Foundation Fundraising Con
cert

Sunday 29th March

3pm Musical Delights at Tinakilly
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