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Christ Church, Bray

CHRIST CHURCH – PARISH OF BRAY
Rector: Rev. Baden Stanley 0879484407

(day off Tuesday)
Lay Minister: David Reynolds
The Rectory, Church Road, Bray

t
Parish Office:
Tel / 01 2862968
Office Hours - Monday - Thursday 9am—1pm
(closed July and August)
e mail: christchurchbray@gmail.com
website www.christchurchbray.ie

www.facebook.com/christchurchbray
In Touch email: intouchbray@gmail.com
Organist & Music Director: John Morris
Mothers’ Union
Meets 2

nd

Monday of the month in PLC @ 8pm

Hall Bookings –Contact Parish Office
Bellringing: Jason Warnock & Simon O’Connor

In Emergency
For Pastoral or other emergencies, phone Rev. Baden Stanley 087 948
4407 . Please do leave a message if there is no response –phones may be
switched to silent during church services, home visits, meetings
etc.Please make immediate contact in cases of sickness, hospitalisation,
or bereavement. Do not assume that somebody else has done so.
Remember hospitals and hospital chaplains are not permitted to inform
the clergy that someone is in hospital.
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From the Rectory: Belonging

The story is told of a man who climbed a tree in order that he could better see Jesus. There were two reasons why he had to climb the tree; the
first, because of his physical stature. He was so short that he could not
see Jesus through the bustling crowd. The second was because he was
an outcast, in danger for his life from the brazen zealots who hated the
Romans but hated even more by those who collaborated with the Romans. Zacchaeus was such a man, even worse, he was a tax collector,
and even worse again, the chief tax collector! So as he lay hidden in the
branches and foliage of the tree, he was probably congratulating himself for his cleverness. He had the best view of all that was happening,
and he was out of the reach of the people he both feared and yearned
to belong to. But Zacchaeus was not as clever as he thought, nor was
he as invisible as he hoped. Jesus saw him, Jesus knew him, not as a tax
collector, not as a short man, but as a person of value and great worth.
Who, do you imagine, was more surprised when Jesus called him down
from his hiding place, Zacchaeus or the people who hated him. The expectation was that Jesus was going to overthrow the Romans and their
filthy collaborators. They expected Jesus to publicly reject, or at the very
least, ignore this pariah, and yet here was Jesus, acknowledging the
chief tax collector and inviting himself into Zacchaeus’ lavish house. But
Jesus had seen something the others had missed, for all his corruption,
his sneaky ways, this man too was a ‘Son of Abraham’: This man also belonged. The bible teaches us that, whatever about liking someone,
whatever about getting on with someone, we are called, actually we
are commanded to love everyone. Quite a challenge in our fractured
and polarised world where it is so much easier to ignore, despise or hate
‘The other’. We are a family, a community that welcomes and embraces ‘the other’, that sees the unique value that others might miss, that invites and welcomes all ages, all people. We are a parish in which all
may belong.

Baden

The Seed-Time And The Harvest
It all started coming together on Wednesday evening with the arrival of
a carload of fruit and veg delivered by Neil Fox. Soon Hilary and her
small but intrepid team began to transform the Church from the everyday to the extraordinary. Truth be told, the planning and preparation
for our harvest festival began much earlier, months earlier in fact, as
hymns and readings were chosen, visiting preachers contacted, and
John and the choirs rehearsed. And what a festival it was. The church
was filled with the aroma of fresh fruit, autumnal flowers and an array of
vegetables. On Friday evening (27th), we welcomed Bishop Gaddiel
Lenini, Bishop of our CMSI link diocese, Kajiado. Gaddiel was with us before shortly after his becoming Bishop of a diocese that is approximately
the size of Northern Ireland. He brought greetings from his family and
diocese, which has grown from 29 parishes to 57 in 5 years. He spoke of
the severe drought that has been a challenge for over two years and
he teased out the themes of our harvest readings. We further celebrated God’s provision in our Harvest Supper afterwards.
On Saturday (28th) we celebrated again with the wedding of Emily
Greene and Eoin O’Sullivan. It was a joy-filled service with family and
friends enjoying the love and laughter together.
On Sunday (29th) we welcomed back our former Youth Pastor, Kirsty
Lynch, as our preacher at our all age family harvest service. She spoke
of the things to be thankful for in her own inimitable way. Bishop Gaddiel again brought greetings and launched our new website
www.christchurchbray.ie . As the harvest fare was gathered in for distribution to those who couldn’t be there, and for sale towards our Bray
Missionary Union, we drew breath over a cuppa and took time to celebrate being church. My heartfelt thanks to everyone who worked on
making our Harvest such a joy.

Baden

Bishop Gaddiel Launches our new parish website
Clear communication is critical in our fast moving and rapidly changing
society. Traditional forms of communication (verbal and paper) are obviously still very important; however, we live in a world that is hungry for
information, especially online. For some months we have been working
with Hammer and Tongs website design in developing a warm welcoming website that invites and draws people in to see who we are as a
Christian Community and what we do to serve. Paudge and Trista have

been exceptional at capturing our core values and mission in visual
form, and in a lot fewer words than I am used to!
We are deeply indebted to Colliers Funeral Services and Kinvara Nursing Home for being such generous sponsors and for sharing the vision of
communicating in a visual way the hope that is ours. Our thanks also go
to David who, together with Paudge Donaghy, designed and produced our beautiful new logo. What I particularly like about the website and the logo is the warmth captured in the colours and tone; and
the light of welcome that seems to radiate from the open doorway of
the church in the logo. Check it out, it will be updated regularly and
the blog and What’s On sections will be updated early each week.
Tracey and our communication team will now have the opportunity
and challenge of shaping our website to continuously tell our story,
past, present and future. We welcome your feedback as we are very
much a “work in progress”, but again my heartfelt thanks to everyone
who has made all this possible.
As I mentioned above, our more traditional modes of communication
are not now to be ignored. Our In Touch magazine will be revamped
over the coming weeks as will our Church sign in front of the Church.
Our sincere thanks to Arthur for all he has done in restoring the wooden
casing of this sign and temporarily mending the actual sign which
needs now to be replaced and updated. Clear and concise communication is key.
Baden

Confirmation 2020
Plans are already underway for our confirmation service which will be
held in Christ Church Bray on Sunday 9 th February in the afternoon.
There will be a meeting of candidates and parents on Sunday 13 th October at 12.15 to coordinate classes and explore sharing our preparation with Rathmicheal Parish if timings allow.
Welcome Back
Our Sunday Rocks and Milkshake Club are back up and running. Our
heartfelt thanks to Aisling O’Connor who has served as Sunday Rocks
teacher for several years and is now stepping back. Also to Luke Stanley who has stepped back from the Milkshake Club to attend college in
London. Parents, please make sure to register your children in Church
before they attend the classes. This is essential for Safeguarding Trust,
GDPR and to ensure we know of any extra needs your child may have.
Save the Date!
Our annual Classics by Candlelight concert will be on Sunday 1 st December. More details next month.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Barry Lonergan and
Anna Marshall who were married in August in Kilowna, British Columbia (above)
and to Emily Greene and Eoin O’Sullivan
who were married in Christ Church on
Saturday 28th September (on right),

Our sympathies
Our heartfelt sympathy goes to everyone who has been bereaved in
recent days and weeks, especially to the family and friends of Suzanne
Fink, her daughter Rachel and many friends will greatly miss her.
Suzanne and Rachel lived in our Pembroke Mews for many years before
moving to Blackrock.
We also continue to hold Larry Mooney’s family and friends in our
prayers, here is the testimony of Larry’s cousin Brian which captures the
essence of Larry’s character and personality.

Baden
Tribute to Larry Mooney
I am Larry’s cousin, Brian, and I thank Baden for giving me this
opportunity to say a few words of appreciation about him.
Larry was born in 1967. He was a delicate child – he spent some time in
hospital when he was a toddler – but he was nurtured by his loving
parents, Pat and Patricia. He has one younger sister Anne and they
were brought up in idyllic surroundings in Glencormac Garden.
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He went to National School in Kilmacanogue and later to St. Thomas’s in
Bray. His school friends remember him as the quiet, kind, modest, unassuming fellow that he remained in later years.
Looking back on Larry’s life, I think there were two things that were particularly important to him – family and community.
Larry lived in Kilmacanogue all his life and he was a Kilmacanogue man
tried and true. He had a great love of and was a great supporter and
defender of his native place and he in turn would be supported by the
community he loved and cherished. When he was well, he liked nothing
better than to be among his friends and neighbours in the local pub,
Pluck’s or Sweenies as he always called it, on a Sunday.

Larry was also a person of considerable culture. He was a talented musician and played the clarinet with the Bray Concert Band. For many
years he was a regular attendee, with his sister Anne, at the Wexford
Opera Festival.
He was a person of great intellectual ability – he was one of the finalists
in the 1983 Young Scientist Competition and in his later studies he specialised in astral psychics – but he was never one to despise good honest
manual labour. He worked for a time in the fire service, then in Bray
Council before going out on his own as a market gardener.

He was a witty man and a great mimic and when he was at home his
conversation often consisted of a constant stream of jokes, directed
mainly against himself.
He was a voracious reader, interested in history and a great attender of
the meetings of the Kilmacanogue Historical Society, on whose committee he served.
He was proud of his family – proud of being a Mooney. Proud of his
grandfather, William, whom he remembered, who had paid a high price
for his principles during the civil war. Proud of his Aunt, Sister Cyril, who
had done so much for the education of poor children in Calcutta. When
he was a young man he visited her and developed a great love for India and her culture.
He met his future wife Protima, there, and they married in Calcutta in
2005. They had 14 happy years together. What a great adventure that
was and what a couple they made and how they complemented one
another – Larry shy and retiring, Protima extrovert and sociable and,
between them, they produced a wonderful son, Patrick. How proud he
was of that boy too.
India was generous to him and gave him another extended family – the
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Mukherjees. His mother in law Tara, and his sisters in law Padma and
Mandira. He became a major figure in their lives and they in his. He
loved them dearly and they loved him. During the course of his illness
Padma and Mandira took extended leave from their work to come to
Ireland to look after him. I’m sure that it is a great consolation to him
that they are here today to support Protima and Patrick.
Larry was a person of religious faith. His spiritual journey led him here to
Christchurch and a congregation who welcomed and accepted him
and he greatly appreciated the spirit of Christian solidarity he found
here.
He bore a long hard illness with courage, dignity and bravery. He was a
great fighter. Just before he went into hospital for the last time he did
two things that said much about him. He had himself pushed, weak and
frail, down in a wheelchair to the pub in Kilmacanogue, to sit for a while
among his friends and he climbed on to his tractor and went around the
garden he loved for one last time. His sense of humour never deserted
him. In his last days in hospital when he knew that death was not far
away someone asked him if there was anything he wanted. He laughed
and said he wouldn’t mind living a little longer. He was an unassuming
fellow who inspired great love in those who knew him well.
During the course of his illness there were a lot of prayers said for his recovery, by his mother and by many others both here in Ireland and in
Calcutta, holy water came from Mecca, and relics of Saints were laid on
him in his hospital bed. God ordained that it would be otherwise, but the
good wishes and prayers of his friends and relatives were not lost. He
died peacefully in the end with his beloved wife, Protima, holding his
hand.
Protima has asked me to thank all the friends and relatives, the people
of Kilmacanogue, the congregation here in Christchurch, the medical
staff who looked after him, the staff at Colliers for their kindness and assistance to her and to Larry during the course of his illness. She also greatly
appreciates your presence here today.

There is a collection of forgotten
glasses and umbrellas building up in
the Church. See the Church Wardens
if you have misplaced any and
would like to check the lost property.
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Wicklow Décor

Delgany, Greystones, Bray, Wicklow, Arklow,
Ashford, Kilcoole, Newcastle
Professional Painters and Decorators
Interior and Exterior
Houses Offices Apartments Shops
Tel: 087 2547598
Email: Patrick@wicklowdecor.ie
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Harvest Photos
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EUROPEAN YOUNG AMBASSADOR OF THE 21ST
CENTURY COMPETITION 2019/20
LIONS CLUB SEEKS YOUNG AMBASSADOR

Bray Lions Club has begun its search for a Young Ambassador
(aged 15-18yrs) who will represent the club in an international
competition.

The Lions Young Ambassador programme rewards young people
who are making a contribution to their local community through
voluntary work, sporting activity or good citizenship.
The Young Ambassadors Award Programme is designed to
recognise, encourage and support young people who are
actively involved in the welfare of their community, supporting
the best of our Lions’ ideals. In previous years candidates have
been involved in helping young and old people, disabled, ablebodied and disadvantaged, and have organised projects in
areas such as conservation, and the promotion of healthier
lifestyles.
The Ambassador selected by Bray Lions Club will participate in
the District Final. A Young Ambassador will then be selected to
represent Ireland in the European Final. Prizes and bursaries are
awarded to winners and Bray Lions Club will sponsor its Young
Ambassador’s participation at all levels of the competition,
should they qualify.
The Competition is open to individuals of any gender who have
reached their 15th birthday but have not reached their 19th
birthday on or before 30th June 2020.
Young people who wish to participate should contact Gillian
Heath, Bray Lions Club on 085 1408983 or at hthgill@yahoo.ie for
further information / an application form.
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Local History Society Lectures
October 2019
Rathmichael Historical Society
Michael Purser will speak about ‘Jellett, O’Brien, Purser and Stokes: Four
Grandparents’ Families over Seven at 8 p.m. on Wednesday October
2nd in Rathmichael National School, Stonebridge Road (Dublin Road
end), Shankill, Co. Dublin. All welcome - admission €5.
Genealogical Society of Ireland
Robert McEvoy will speak on ‘From Tullamore to Trinidad: the Military
Service (1916-1923) Pensions Collection as a genealogical resource’ at
8pm on Tuesday October 8th in Dun Laoghaire Further Education
Institute, Cumberland Street, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. All welcome admission €4.
The Old Dublin Society
Christopher Moriarty will reveal ‘The Liffey’s place in the development of
Dublin’ at 6 p.m. on Wednesday October 9th in the Conference Room of
Dublin City Library & Archive, 138 – 144 Pearse Street, Dublin 2. All
welcome - admission free.
Brendan Twomey will speak on ‘Managing Money in early 18th Century
Ireland: Swift and Money’ at 6 p.m. on Wednesday October 23rd in
Dublin City Library & Archive, Dublin 2. All welcome - admission free.
Irish Railway Record Society
Chris Larkin will present a slideshow ‘From Youghal to Castletownbere by
Rail and Sea’’ at 7.30 p.m. on Thursday October 10th in the Society’s
Hueston Station, Dublin 8, premises. Members and their guests only.
A ‘Member’s Slide Show - Irish and U.K. subjects’ will take place at 7.30
p.m. on Thursday October 24th in the Society’s Dublin 8 premises.
Members and their guests only.
Enniskerry History Society
James Scannell will present ‘A Brief History of the Great Northern Railway
(Ireland) 1876-1958’at 8.30 p.m. on Thursday October 10th in the
Powerscourt Arms Hotel, Main Street, Enniskerry, Co. Wicklow. All
welcome - admission €5.
Bray Cualann Historical Society
Joseph E. A. Connell Jr will cover ‘Ireland 1919 to 1921’ at 8 p.m. on
Thursday October 17th in the Royal Hotel, Main Street, Bray, Co. Wicklow.
All welcome - admission €5.
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Foxrock Local History Club

Dr. Conor Lucey will present the Main Talk ‘A new perspective on James
Malton’s picturesque and descriptive views of the City of Dublin’ at 8
p.m. on Tuesday October 15th in the Foxrock Parish Pastoral Centre, rere
Foxrock R.C. Church, Foxrock, Co. Dublin. Philip Lecane will present the
Short Talk on ‘Windsor House, Monkstown. All welcome – admission €5.
Dun Laoghaire Borough Historical Society
Liz Pilkington will speak on ‘The Oratory [formerly Dominican Convent]:
this hidden gem decorated in the Celtic Style by Sister Concepta’ at 8
p.m. on Wednesday October 16th in the Royal Marine Hotel, Marine
Road, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. All welcome – entrance €3.
Publications
‘Spring/Summer 2019 issue of the Dublin Historical Record’, Editor Dr.
Séamas Ó Maitiú, published by the Old Dublin Society.
This issue of the Dublin Historical Society has the front cover of an oil
painting purporting to be ‘Passengers boarding a train probably at
Westland Row Station. Dublin’ and relates to one of the articles in this
issue. Articles featured in this issue include - ‘In Around the Town’ in
which Dr. Séamas Ó Maitiú reflects on various events that have taken
place in the city including the return of the Liffey Ferry and the
demolition of the Tivoli in Francis Street; Seán Magee in ‘Grand Jury and
other records of St. Thomas’s Parish, Dublin City’ provides a picture of this
body of men who did their best for the wretched of their area within the
limits of their resources, while Bríd Nolan in ‘Newtown on the Strand - an
elusive townland’ traces the evolution, peoples, houses and history of
this part of south Dublin which became submerged into modern day
Blackrock;
The Ballinteer Local History Group in ‘The Round House Stackstown, Co.
Dublin - A query’ seek information on this building, in particular the
design and use of this cottage, which now lies in ruins above
Stackstown Golf Club. In ‘The Medlar’s Gotcha! - The Story of Dublin
family’, Pól Ó Duibhir writes about P.J. Medlar, (1885-1849), undertaken,
alderman and city councillor, and his family, whose origins are in
Paulstown, Co. Kilkenny, with the emphasis of that part of the family
which settled in Dublin.
Ireland’s first railway, The Dublin & Kingstown Railway, has been the
subject of numerous books but in ‘The Dublin & Kingstown Railway:
History, Art and Reality’ Kurt Kullmann provides new insights into this
railway and some masterful insights and comments on some of the
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illustrations published when the line opened in 1834;. Irish Whiskey
distilling is currently enjoying a remarkable resurgence and in ‘The Roe
Family and Roe’s Distillery’ Sean J. Murphy tells the story of what was
Dublin’s largest producer of whiskey until closure in the 1920s and
currently the Roe brand of whiskey has been re-launched by Diageo.
The issue of homelessness is not a modern issue and in the middle of the
19th century it was a major one in Dublin and Ireland. If modern Dublin
owes a huge debt to Fr. Peter McVerry and his co-workers for providing
a night shelter for those without a roof over the heads, then it owes a
huge debt to his 19th predecessor Fr. James Spatt whose work has been
largely overlooked but now recalled by Fergus A. D’Arcy in ‘From
Weavers to Waifs - From Tenter House to Asylum: The Cork Street Night
Refuge for Homeless Women and Children, 1818 - 2001.’
Over the counter copies of this journal can be obtained from Book
Upstairs, Westmoreland Street, Hodges Figgis, Dawson Street, or directly
from the Old Dublin Society through www.olddublinsociety.ie or by
email: olddublinsociety@gmail.com.

James Scannell
Camera Club
One of our last curate, Martin’s legacies to Christchurch was our
Camera Club. It brought together all age groups with a similar interest
and was a real social asset to the parish. We meet once a month on a
Monday evening - a great chance to swap ideas, share our
photographic offerings, get advice and most importantly enjoy the
company!
We’re not a professional group - phone photographers welcome! We
also try and organise one or two outings during the year . Come and try
us! Give your name to Tracey in the Parish Office. 2862968.
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Photography at Christ Church Bray

From time to time photographs are taken during services and parish
events to document, record and share activities which take place within
the parish. These photographs may be used in the parish newsletter,
website and social media as well as in diocesan and central church
media and may be sent to local or national media for the purpose of
documenting parish events. To ensure we are compliant with the Data
Protection Act 2018 (incorporating the General Data Protection
Regulation - GDPR) the following procedure will apply:
Where a photograph can clearly identify you the photographer will seek
your consent to use this photograph for the reasons outlined above.
Where a photograph cannot clearly identify you (ie in a crowd shot) we
can use this photograph within the legitimate interest of recording the
parish event.
Who to contact:
If you do not wish your photograph to be taken or used in the manner
outlined above or if you have any questions about how the
photographs will be used please contact the Rector or a member of the
parish team. For further information please talk to:
Rev Baden Stanley 087 948 4407
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September 2019
A few words about Mothers’ Union
It may appear that we are just a loyal band of women friends,
worshipping and participating in the life of this parish, but we are much
more than that. We, men and women, are part of a worldwide
union of Christ centered people who strive for a more equal sharing of
the world’s resources. We do this by developing and supporting literacy
and micro finance in many parts of the world. Being literate enables
parents to support their children in education and to access better
healthcare. And you could join us as we’re meeting next Monday 14th
October in the PLC at 8pm. Mothers’ Union was originally a group of
women supporting women when it was started by Mary Sumner over a
hundred years ago and this is how we restarted here in Bray as well.
Many, many years ago, when our children were toddlers, we saw then
as we see now, a troubled and troubling world ahead for our children.
Drugs were a big concern. Now we worry about the effect of global
warming, social media, gender based violence and inequality as well as
drugs. Last year, we had a wonderful speaker who helped us to
negotiate the world of social media so we can support our children and
grandchildren. Every meeting is enveloped in prayer and prayer informs
our social concerns. And you could join us at our next meeting on
Monday 14th October at 8pm in the PLC.
When Mary Sumner called the first Mothers’ Union meeting in her house,
it was to find ways for older women to support new Mums. Why?
Because, throughout the world, this is how friendships develop. And as
friends are made, concerns are expressed so supports are put in place.
Let me give you a quote from Mothers’ Union....
“As a grass roots charity with over 4 million members in over 80 countries,
Mothers’ Union works alongside local communities through its worldwide
membership, projects and programmes.
By understanding the needs of individuals and communities at a
grassroots level, we are able to build effective policies which can have
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a real and lasting positive impact according to the specific needs of
different communities across the world.
We then advocate and campaign to see these changes become
reality. With a powerful voice to call for change, Mothers’ Union
advocates and campaigns at a local, national and international
Level.

We support women, men, children and young people, and families in all
their forms to eliminate gender-based violence and abuse, to promote
equality, to help build healthy relationships, and to support women in
the key role they have in building communities and bringing peace and
reconciliation.”
Now that all sounds rather worthy although very worthwhile so let me
add that every meeting is also full of laughter and deepening of
friendships.
And I bet that you thought we only made tea!
But come and see on Monday 14th October at 8pm in our PLC.
Ann Mulligan led us in heartfelt prayer on Sunday while Daphne Danga,
our MU Convenor and Michèle McNerney read for us. Collection was
taken up and the bread and wine offered by MU members and Ann
also served at the Communion. Cakes from committee members were
served at tea and coffee time.
Sure, how could you manage without us!

Carol
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Darndale is an area in North Dublin with much social deprivation. We
read recently in the news of a shooting close to a playgroup. This is the
playgroup which we in Bray Mothers’ Union support especially at
Christmas time.
On the playgroups website it says ‘The Darndale Belcamp Integrated
Childcare Service Ltd was established in January 2000. The centre
provides quality childcare for the children and families from the local
Darndale, Belcamp and Moatview communities, a recognised area of
social need.It is one of the largest childcare centres in Ireland with 260
children from 0 to 12 years of age attending daily.’

We have heard Kelda the manager speak and some of us have visited
this haven of peace, happiness and learning in an area which suffers
from poverty, crime and low expectations. At Christmas we have been
filling twenty or thirty Christmas shoeboxes for the children of the
playgroup. There are over 200 children in the center.
Can you help? Yes, of course you can!
We will be collecting little hand sized gifts, new please and colourful!
Bouncy balls, little colouring pencils, a hat, some mittens, some figures
from a Disney movie, pencils and paper, picture books, jigsaws, puzzles,
little dolls, cars, a hairbrush and clips...
Take somebody young shopping with you!
Please bring these to Church. There will be a large box at the back of
the Church for them.
Thank you!
Bray Mothers’ Union
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Dates for your Diary October 2019
Sunday 6th October

8.30am Holy Communion 1
11am Holy Communion 2

Sunday 13th October

8.30am Holy Communion 2
11am Morning Prayer

Monday 14th October

8pm Mothers’ Union

Sunday 20th October

8.30am Holy Communion 1
11am Holy Communion 2

Monday 21st October

8pm Camera Club (TBC)

Sunday 27th October

8.30am Holy Communion 2
11am Family Service

Wednesday 30th October

10.30am Recycled Teenagers

In Ladies workout Express
our club has no joining fee
We have fabulous facilities
Amazing classes with remarkable results.
Call to 4 Castle Street or 01-2828707
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